
TN NHSN User Call

Tuesday, June 20, 10am CT



Agenda 

• COVID-19 Update

– Magdalena Dorvil-Joanem, MD, MPH 

• NHSN Update

– Vicky Lindsey, AAS, RN, CIC

• NHSN Data Demo 

– Abigail Marrero, MPH, CPH

• Fungal Meningitis Update

– Dr. Simone Godwin, DVM, MPH, MS

• Multi-Drug Resistant Organism (MDRO) Surveillance Team Update

– Erin Hitchingham, MPH, CPH

2



TDH NHSN Team

• Abigail Marrero, MPH, CPH
– Senior NHSN Epidemiologist

• Vicky Lindsey, AAS, RN, CIC
– Senior NHSN Public Health Nurse Consultant

• Lead Technological Assistance 
– Infection Prevention and Control Specialist

• Tara Suhs, MPH
– Assistant NHSN Epidemiologist
– MRSA Initiative Lead

• Ashley Gambrell, MPH
– Assistant NHSN Epidemiologist

• Marissa Turner, MPH

– Assistant NHSN Epidemiologist

• Alex Kurutz, MPH
– Dialysis Epidemiologist

• Dr. Simone Godwin, DVM, MPH, MS
– Outbreak Lead
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Magdalena Dorvil-Joanem, MD, MPH 

COVID-19 Surveillance

TN Dept of Health



COVID-19 Trends in TN & US

• Tennessee

– New cases decreasing (total ~1,015/week)

– Hospitalizations decreasing (136 hospitalized)

• U.S.A.

– New hospitalizations decreasing

– Deaths decreasing



New Hospital Admissions

89
As of 06/10/23



COVID Cluster in High-Risk Settings 24
Total Active 

Clusters
High-risk settings include long-term care facilities, correctional facilities, 

shelters, and other congregate settings

Active Clusters by County

Confirmed Clusters by Week and Facility Type



Variant Proportions by HHS Region

XBB.1.5
XBB.1.5.1
XBB.1.9.1
XBB.1.9.2
XBB.1.16
XBB.2.3

XBB.1.16.1



Additional Information

• Last week, FDA’s external scientific committee, VRBPAC, voted to update 
COVID-19 vaccine

• Pfizer, Moderna and Novavax will manufacture the updated vaccines



NHSN Updates



NHSN Update – QIP Deadline

• Outpatient hemodialysis facilities participating in the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) End-Stage Renal Disease 
(ESRD) Quality Incentive Program (QIP) must submit:

– Q1 2023 Dialysis Event data to NHSN by Monday, July 3, 2023, at 
11:59 PM PT. 

– This is necessary to meet reporting requirements for Payment 
Year 2025. Quarter one data includes dialysis events that 
occurred during January 01, 2023 through March 31, 2023. 

• At each quarterly reporting deadline, NHSN takes a snapshot of 
your facility’s data and creates a permanent data file which is used 
to create the annual CMS ESRD QIP Final Compliance File.

• New or revised data entered into NHSN after July 3, 2023 at 12 
midnight PT will not be reflected in the quarter one permanent data 
file used for the CMS QIP Final Compliance File. 
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NHSN Update- COVID-Vaccination - Dialysis

• The NHSN Vaccination Team will be hosting a webinar to review 

important changes and information regarding reporting Dialysis 

Patient COVID-19 vaccination data through the NHSN Dialysis 

(DIAL) Component beginning June 26th, 2023, for Quarter 3. 

– These changes will be effective beginning in Quarter 3 2023 
(June 26, 2023, for HCP, and June 28, 2023, for patients). 

The Registration information available on the Dialysis | Weekly Patient 
COVID-19 Vaccination | NHSN | CDC
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h7c764b52,19382221,19383941&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMTM4LURNMTA3MzgwJkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9VXBkYXRlcyUyMHRvJTIwQ09WSUQtMTklMjBWYWNjaW5hdGlvbiUyME1vZHVsZXMlMjBmb3IlMjBKdW5lJTIwMjAyMyUyMC0lMjBEaWFseXNpcyUyMENvbXBvbmVudA&s=1C6JbG_oX68BPPNNjycCrJR6cAVIin7p7AQUHK7DSko__;!!PRtDf9A!urrU5DY4cVKaxKkxsG9ElKT4PG_YNcyjjeM7GSuO3t38YsOw03wD_VVlJZo3w24CXQPbfeiBS1IakbHmPRCiNtOnmEEf2GFy$


NHSN Update- COVID-Vaccination - Dialysis

• Initial Session Thursday, June 22nd

When: Thursday, June 22, 2023, 02:00 PM Eastern Time (US and 

Canada) https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_4XbreuDmT-

a9zngS9t1JgQ

And

• Replay Session Thursday, June 29th

When: June 29, 2023, 02:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_DlFW5PCyT5CTJGUAL
P-K1g
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https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_4XbreuDmT-a9zngS9t1JgQ
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_DlFW5PCyT5CTJGUALP-K1g


NHSN Update – Healthcare Personnel Component

• The NHSN Vaccination Team will be hosting a webinar to review 

important changes and information regarding reporting Healthcare 

Personnel COVID-19 vaccination data through the NHSN Healthcare 

Personnel Safety Component (HPS). 

– These changes will be effective beginning in Quarter 3, 2023 
(June 26, 2023). 

• Please register in advance and plan to attend the initial session 

and/or the replay to learn more about the new updates. 

– The initial webinar on June 21, 2023, and the webinar replay on 

June 28, 2023, will cover the same information; therefore, you 
may only need to attend once but may attend both. 
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NHSN Update – Healthcare Personnel Component

The Registration information seen below is also available on the 
HPS | Weekly HCP COVID-19 Vaccination | NHSN | CDC. 

• Initial Session Wednesday, June 21st

When: Wednesday, June 21, 2023, 02:00 PM Eastern Time (US and 
Canada) 

https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_MYyidsbpQtGDt2UDYd
EM6w

And

• Replay Session Wednesday, June 28th

When: June 28, 2023, 02:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_AgqxcEHkSKKEitwZZ8
6MCg
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h7c7124d0,1936fdab,19381c9e&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMTM1LURNMTA3MzA4JkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9VXBkYXRlcyUyMHRvJTIwQ09WSUQtMTklMjBWYWNjaW5hdGlvbiUyME1vZHVsZXMlMjBmb3IlMjBKdW5lJTIwMjAyMyUyMC0lMjBIZWFsdGhjYXJlJTIwUGVyc29ubmVsJTIwU2FmZXR5JTIwQ29tcG9uZW50&s=P7zyPJA93E0hC8RZD28kqcgP3p2SDVHIAjtuZ1pdY00__;!!PRtDf9A!rk02VUN_0H1iqrPxkMSecBU34TemPmnuM-SJyB5vwNTLw1xq-JWIqp8TyZimnet0CW8TISGObDOeWB_oNvqTCVsXyr0eZPb6$
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_MYyidsbpQtGDt2UDYdEM6w
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_AgqxcEHkSKKEitwZZ86MCg


NIOSH Respiratory Protective Device Information



NIOSH Respiratory Protective Device Information



Hospital COVID-19 Data Reporting: Updates 6/20/2023

HHS/CDC finalized reductions in the number of data elements reported daily by hospitals. 

• The documentation for TDH validation was released the day after these changes went live on 
Sunday, June 11th. After reviewing the updates, TDH identified the following additional items that 
will be removed this Thursday, June 22nd after 5PM in addition to the prior changes. An updated 
schema will be sent to the SFTP partners to be implemented as of this Friday morning, June 23rd.

– Total hospitalized suspected (pending) or confirmed COVID-19 patients

• Adult and Pediatric

– Hospitalized and ventilated COVID-19 patients

• Adult, Pediatric, Neonatal - suspected (pending) or confirmed

– Total ICU suspected (pending) COVID-19 patients.

• Adult or Pediatric

– Ventilators, Total and In Use

• Adult and Pediatric

• To allow for future reporting during widespread respiratory events in TN, Ventilator questions are 
moving to the “Resources” grid on each Facility Profile Page in HRTS but will not be required daily. 
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NHSN Data Demo 



Agenda of Instructions

• Review generating data set

• Exclusion Criteria

• Exporting report 

– All SSI Line List 

– By Procedure

– By Provider

– Procedures Excluded from SIR

• Using Excel to run SSI analysis

– Review Conditional Formatting

– Pivot Tables

• Counts v. Percentage

• Filter Conditional Format Only



Exclusion Criteria

NHSN Manual 

Page 9-30



Procedures by Surgeon



View Counts v. Percentages

• Right-click Pivot Table

– Value Field Settings

• Show Values As

• % of Column Total



Filter Conditional Format Only



Simone Godwin, DVM, MPH, MS | Epidemiologist | June 20, 2023



• On May 17, 2023 CDC released a HAN regarding  
suspected outbreak of fungal meningitis

• All had undergone
– Cosmetic procedures

– Under epidural anesthesia

• 5 patients diagnosed with suspect fungal meningitis
– Headache

– Fever

– Stiff neck

– Photophobia

– Elevated levels of (1,3)-beta-D-glucan



• Affected patients underwent 
procedures in at least two 
clinics in Matamoros, Mexico
– River Side Surgical Center 

– Clinica K-3

• A linelist of patients 
potentially exposed was 
shared with CDC
– >200 persons under 

investigation

– One TN resident identified



• Implicated procedures
– Breast augmentation

– Liposuction

– “Brazilian butt lift”

• Patient Demographics
– Average Age: 34 years

– All Female

https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/treatments/21896-epidural



In patients who received a procedure with epidural 
anesthesia in Matamoros, Mexico, since January 1, 
2023:

• Person under investigation:
– LP results not yet available

AND

– No symptoms, or symptomatology unknown.

• Suspect case:
– LP results not yet available

AND

– Patient has symptoms suggesting CNS infection (e.g., fever, 
headache, stiff neck, nausea/vomiting, photophobia, or 
altered mental status).

Abbreviations: LP = lumbar puncture; CSF = cerebrospinal fluid; WBC = white blood cell; RBC = 
red blood cells; PCR = polymerase chain reaction; mNGS = metagenomic next-generation 
sequencing



• Probable case:
– CSF profile with >5 WBCs/mm3, accounting for the presence 

of red cells (i.e., subtracting 1 white cell for every 500 RBCs 
present)

AND

– Fungus has not been detected from CSF or tissue by culture, 
PCR, or mNGS

• Confirmed case:
– Fungus has been detected from CSF or tissue culture, PCR, or 

mNGS

Abbreviations: LP = lumbar puncture; CSF = cerebrospinal fluid; WBC = white blood cell; RBC = 
red blood cells; PCR = polymerase chain reaction; mNGS = metagenomic next-generation 
sequencing



• All patients who underwent a medical or surgical 
procedure under epidural anesthesia in Matamoros, 
Mexico, after January 1, 2023, should receive 

– magnetic resonance imaging [MRI] 

– a diagnostic LP unless contraindicated

– regardless of symptoms

• Treatment of patients with abnormal LP results

– Amphotericin B

– Voriconazole

– Minimum 3 months



• 38 year old Female
– Underwent BBL + liposuction February 14

– Early March
• Headache

• Neck stiffness

• Photophobia

– April 5 presentation to ED
• Persistent headache

• Lumbar Puncture
– WBC 379

– Protein 99 mg/dl

– Negative bacterial culture

• Empiric treatment
– Vancomycin → Linezolid 

– Minor improvement



• 38 year old Female
– Post-discharge follow-up

• Treponemal ag +, neg RPR

– Penicillin (no improvement)

• Empiric fluconazole  (Mid-April)

– Admitted to ACH May 18

• Worsening tinnitus

• Persistent headache

• Transitioned to Amphotericin B 
and Voriconazole

• CSF sent for additional 
analysis
– Fusarium solani identified

Yu, Jieni & Chen, Yan & Fang, Jiabin & Zhang, Kejie. (2019). Successful treatment of disseminated fusariosis in a patient with 
acute lymphoblastic leukemia: A case report and literature review. Medicine. 98. e16246. 10.1097/MD.0000000000016246. 



• Medical Tourism Questionnaire

– Referred by a friend

– Coordinated by an individual located in the U.S. 
working for surgeon

– Linked to other patients via Facebook group

Yu, Jieni & Chen, Yan & Fang, Jiabin & Zhang, Kejie. (2019). Successful treatment of disseminated fusariosis in a patient with 
acute lymphoblastic leukemia: A case report and literature review. Medicine. 98. e16246. 10.1097/MD.0000000000016246. 
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• Line list inaccuracies 

• ED non-compliance with recommendations

• Patient non-compliance with recommendations

• Financial cost associated with recommendations



• Should you suspect a case associated with this outbreak, 
please report to

– HAI.Health@tn.gov

mailto:HAI.Health@tn.gov




• Fungal Meningitis Outbreak Webpage
• Suspected Fungal Meningitis Outbreak Associated with Procedures Performed under Epidural 

Anesthesia in Matamoros, Mexico | HAI | CDC
• https://www.cdc.gov/hai/outbreaks/es/meningitis-epidural-anesthesia.html

• Travel Health Notice:
• Fungal Infections Following Surgical Procedures in Mexico - Alert - Level 2, Practice Enhanced 

Precautions - Travel Health Notices | Travelers' Health | CDC

• HAN #1:
• Health Alert Network (HAN) - 00491 | Outbreak of Suspected Fungal Meningitis in U.S. Patients who 

Underwent Surgical Procedures under Epidural Anesthesia in Matamoros, Mexico (cdc.gov)

• HAN #2:
• Health Alert Network (HAN) - 00492 | Important Updates on Outbreak of Fungal Meningitis in U.S. 

Patients Who Underwent Surgical Procedures under Epidural Anesthesia in Matamoros, Mexico 
(cdc.gov)

• MSGERC clinician-focused webinar
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7hzAxASLcbs

• Interim Recommendations, One-Pager, & Algorithm
• Interim Recommendations for Diagnosis and Management of Cases of Fungal Meningitis Associated 

with Epidural Anesthesia Administered in Matamoros, Mexico

• COCA Call Recording
• Webinar Thursday, June 8, 2023 - Interim Recommendations for Diagnosing and Managing Suspected 

Fungal Meningitis Associated with Epidural Anesthesia Administered in Matamoros, Mexico (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/hai/outbreaks/meningitis-epidural-anesthesia.html#:~:text=Current%20Outbreak%20Response%20Status%20and,at%20risk%20for%20developing%20meningitis.
https://www.cdc.gov/hai/outbreaks/es/meningitis-epidural-anesthesia.html
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/alert/fungal-infections-mexico
https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2023/han00491.asp
https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2023/han00492.asp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7hzAxASLcbs
https://funguseducationhub.org/interim-guidance-matamoros-fm-outbreak-5_20_23/
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/calls/2023/callinfo_060823.asp


Multi-Drug Resistant Organism (MDRO) 

Outbreak Team Update

May 13th – June 16th, 2023

Erin Hitchingham, MPH, CPH | June 2023



MDRO Alerts 

• CRPA – Carbapenem-

resistant Pseudomonas 

aeruginosa

• CRAB – Carbapenem-

resistant Acinetobacter 

baumannii

• CRE - Carbapenem-

resistant 

Enterobacterales

• KPC – Klebsiella 

pneumoniae 

Carbapenemase-

producing



MDRO Alert Continued
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Non-KPC CRE Genes

• Carbapenemase-producing 

genes:

– “Big Five”

• KPC

• IMP

• NDM

• OXA-48

• VIM
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None this month



CRAB Alerts
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• Carbapenemase-producing 

genes:

– Other Oxacillinases

• OXA-24/40

• OXA-23



Specimen Sources 
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C. auris Cases

48
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TN MDRO Alerts for 2023

• For 2023

– 89 CRAB specimens

• 65 OXA-23

• 23 OXA-24/40

– 29 non–KPC CRE

• 19 NDM

• 2 IMP

• 2 KPC, NDM

• 2 KPC, VIM

• 1 mCIM

• 2 OXA-48

• 1 VIM

– C. auris

• 22 Clinical cases

• 242 Screening cases



Next NHSN User Call

• Monday, July 17, 2023

– 10am CT / 11am ET

• NHSN Related
– Vicky.Lindsey@tn.gov

– Abigail.Marrero@tn.gov

• AU/AR Module
– Christopher.Evans@tn.gov

• Infection Prevention
– HAI.Health@tn.gov
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