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D. Tennessee Native Riparian Plant List
The Tennessee Native Riparian Plant List list is a collaborative work. We started with the 
framework of the general plant list in the Tennessee Permanent Stormwater Manual and 
sent it out for review to plant experts within state and federal government, universities, 
nonprofit organizations and private nurseries from across the state of Tennessee. 
Reviewers responded by ranking native plants for urban riparian buffers within their state 
region, West, Middle or East Tennessee.

The following pages list the native plants by region: West, Middle and East Tennessee. The 
regional divisions that were used for the plant list are shown on this map of Tennessee at 
http://tn.gov/agriculture/topic/ag-forests-state-forests. Within each region the native plants 
are categorized by vegetative layers:

• Canopy - largest trees 50-100 feet tall or more

• Understory - small trees or large shrubs 15-50 feet tall

• Shrub - wood stems from less than one foot to 15 feet tall

• Grasses and Sedges - vary in height 

Within the list for each region is a direct weblink to the USDA PLANTS database for each 
species, http://plants.usda.gov.

The descriptive table lists all plants together in their categories in alphabetical order by 
scientific name depicting height, light requirements, soil moisture, soil pH, wildlife benefits 
and aesthetics (e.g. flowers, fall color). 

http://tn.gov/agriculture/topic/ag-forests-state-forests
http://plants.usda.gov
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West Tennessee Native Riparian Plant List

Common Name Scientific Name USDA PLANTS Database
CANOPY
Red maple Acer rubrum http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ACRU
River birch Betula nigra http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=BENI
Pecan Carya illinoinensis http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=CAIL2
Common persimmon Diospyros virginiana http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=DIVI5
Sweetgum Liquidambar styraciflua http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=LIST2
Tulip poplar Liriodendron tulipifera http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=LITU
Blackgum tupelo Nyssa sylvatica http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=NYSY
Sycamore Platanus occidentalis http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=PLOC
Eastern cottonwood Populus deltoides http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=PODE3
Swamp white oak Quercus bicolor http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=QUBI
Overcup oak Quercus lyrata http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=QULY
Burr oak Quercus macrocarpa http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=QUMA2
Swamp chestnut oak Quercus michauxii http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=QUMI
Chinkapin oak Quercus muehlenbergii http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=QUMU
Cherrybark oak Quercus pagoda http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=QUPA5
Willow oak Quercus phellos http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=QUPH
Shumard oak Quercus shumardii http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=QUSH
Nutall oak Quercus texana (formerly 

Q. nuttallii)
http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=QUTE

Black willow Salix nigra http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=SANI

Bald cypress Taxodium distichum http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=TADI2

http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ACRU
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ACRU
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=BENI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=BENI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAIL2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAIL2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=DIVI5
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=DIVI5
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=LIST2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=LIST2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=LITU
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=LITU
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=NYSY
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=NYSY
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PLOC
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PLOC
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PODE3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PODE3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUBI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUBI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QULY
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QULY
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUMA2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUMA2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUMI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUMI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUMU
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUMU
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUPA5
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUPA5
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUPH
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUPH
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUSH
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUSH
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUTE
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUTE
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SANI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SANI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=TADI2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=TADI2
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West Tennessee Native Riparian Plant List

Common Name Scientific Name USDA PLANTS Database
UNDERSTORY
Red buckeye Aesculus pavia http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=AEPA
Serviceberry Amelanchier arborea http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=AMAR3
Serviceberry Amelanchier laevis http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=AMLA
Pawpaw Asimina triloba http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ASTR
American hornbeam Carpinus caroliniana http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=CACA18
Eastern redbud Cercis canadensis http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=CECA4
Roughleaf dogwood Cornus drummondii http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=CODR
Flowering dogwood Cornus florida http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=COFL2
Possumhaw Ilex decidua http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ILDE
Red mulberry Morus rubra http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=MORU2
Hophornbeam Ostrya virginiana http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=OSVI
Shining/ Flameleaf/ Winged 
sumac

Rhus copallinum http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=RHCO

Smooth sumac Rhus glabra http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=RHGL

http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AEPA
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AEPA
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AMAR3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AMAR3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AMLA
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AMLA
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ASTR
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ASTR
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CACA18
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CACA18
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CECA4
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CECA4
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CODR
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CODR
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=COFL2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=COFL2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ILDE
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ILDE
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=MORU2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=MORU2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=OSVI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=OSVI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=RHCO
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=RHCO
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=RHGL
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=RHGL
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West Tennessee Native Riparian Plant List

Common Name Scientific Name USDA PLANTS Database
SHRUBS
Hazel alder Alnus serrulata http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ALSE2
Indigobush Amorpha fruticosa http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=AMFR
Red chokeberry Aronia arbutifolia http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ARAR7
American beautyberry Callicarpa americana http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=CAAM2
Buttonbush Cephalanthus occidentalis http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=CEOC2
Silky dogwood Cornus amomum http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=COAM2
Hazelnut Corylus americana http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=COAM3
Hearts-a-bustin Euonymus americanus http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=EUAM9
Common winterberry Ilex verticillata http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ILVE
Virginia sweetspire Itea virginica http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ITVI
Spicebush Lindera benzoin http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=LIBE3
Elderberry Sambucus nigra L. subsp. 

canadensis
http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=SANIC4

Possumhaw viburnum Viburnum nudum http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=VINU

http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ALSE2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ALSE2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AMFR
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AMFR
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ARAR7
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ARAR7
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAAM2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAAM2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CEOC2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CEOC2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=COAM2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=COAM2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=COAM3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=COAM3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=EUAM9
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=EUAM9
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ILVE
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ILVE
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ITVI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ITVI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=LIBE3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=LIBE3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SANIC4
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SANIC4
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=VINU
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=VINU
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West Tennessee Native Riparian Plant List

Common Name Scientific Name USDA PLANTS Database
GRASSES and SEDGES
Big bluestem Andropogon gerardii http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ANGE
Splitbeard bluestem Andropogon ternarius http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ANTE2
Broomsedge Andropogon virginicus http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ANVI2
Giant river cane Arundinaria gigantea http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ARGI
Side oats grama Bouteloua curtipendula http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=BOCU
Sedges Carex spp. http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=CAREX
River oats Chasmanthium latifolium http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=CHLA5
Slender wood oats Chasmanthium laxum http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=CHLA6
Bottlebrush grass Elymus hystrix http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ELHY
Virginia wild rye Elymus virginicus http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ELVI3
Purple love grass Eragrostis spectabilis http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ERSP
Common rush Juncus effusus http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=JUEF
Pink muhly grass Muhlenbergia capillaris http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=MUCA2
Switchgrass Panicum virgatum http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=PAVI2
Silver plume grass Saccharum alopecuroides http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=SAAL21
Sugarcane plume grass  Saccharum giganteum 

(Erianthus giganteum)
http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=SAGI

Little bluestem Schizachyrium scoparium http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=SCSC

Green/Dark green bullrush Scirpus atrovirens http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=SCAT2

Indian grass Sorghastrum nutans http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=SONU2

Eastern gama grass Tripsacum dactyloides http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=TRDA3

http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ANGE
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ANGE
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ANTE2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ANTE2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ANVI2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ANVI2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ARGI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ARGI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=BOCU
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=BOCU
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAREX
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAREX
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CHLA5
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CHLA5
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CHLA6
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CHLA6
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ELHY
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ELHY
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ELVI3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ELVI3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ERSP
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ERSP
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=JUEF
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=JUEF
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=MUCA2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=MUCA2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PAVI2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PAVI2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SAAL21
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SAAL21
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SAGI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SAGI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SCSC
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SCSC
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SCAT2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SCAT2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SONU2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SONU2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=TRDA3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=TRDA3


              D-6                                                                     The Tennessee Urban Riparian Buffer Handbook Series                                                                 

Middle Tennessee Native Riparian Plant List

Common Name Scientific Name
CANOPY
Red maple Acer rubrum http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ACRU
Yellow buckeye Aesculus flava http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AEFL
Ohio buckeye Aesculus glabra http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AEGL
River birch Betula nigra http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=BENI
Bitternut hickory Carya cordiformis http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=CACO15
Pignut hickory Carya glabra http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAGL8
Shellbark hickory Carya laciniosa http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=CALA21
Shagbark hickory Carya ovata http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAOV2
Mockernut hickory Carya tomentosa http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CATO6
Northern catalpa Catalpa speciosa http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CASP8
Hackberry Celtis occidentalis http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CEOC
Yellowwood Cladrastis kentuckea http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CLKE
Common persimmon Diospyros virginiana http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=DIVI5
American holly Ilex opaca http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ILOP
Sweetgum Liquidambar styraciflua http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=LIST2
Tulip poplar Liriodendron tulipifera http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=LITU
Blackgum tupelo Nyssa sylvatica http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=NYSY
Virginia pine Pinus virginiana http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PIVI2
Sycamore Platanus occidentalis http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PLOC
Eastern cottonwood Populus deltoides http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PODE3
Black cherry Prunus serotina http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PRSE2
White oak Quercus alba http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUAL
Swamp white oak Quercus bicolor http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUBI
Burr oak Quercus macrocarpa http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=QUMA2
Chinkapin oak Quercus muehlenbergii http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUMU
Willow oak Quercus phellos http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUPH
Northern red oak Quercus rubra http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QURU
Shumard oak Quercus shumardii http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUSH
Black willow Salix nigra http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SANI

http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ACRU
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AEFL
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AEGL
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=BENI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CACO15
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CACO15
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAGL8
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CALA21
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CALA21
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAOV2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CATO6
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CASP8
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CEOC
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CLKE
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=DIVI5
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ILOP
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=LIST2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=LITU
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=NYSY
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PIVI2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PLOC
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PODE3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PRSE2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUAL
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUBI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUMA2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUMA2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUMU
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUPH
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QURU
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUSH
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SANI
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Middle Tennessee Native Riparian Plant List

Common Name Scientific Name USDA PLANTS Database
UNDERSTORY
Serviceberry Amelanchier arborea http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=AMAR3
Serviceberry Amelanchier laevis http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=AMLA
Pawpaw Asimina triloba http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ASTR
American hornbeam Carpinus caroliniana http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=CACA18
Eastern redbud Cercis canadensis http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=CECA4
Alternate leaf/Pagoda 
dogwood

Cornus alternifolia http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=COAL2

Roughleaf dogwood Cornus drummondii http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=CODR

Flowering dogwood Cornus florida http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=COFL2

Wahoo Euonymus 
atropurpureus

http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=EUAT5

Carolina buckthorn Frangula caroliniana http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=FRCA13

Witch hazel Hamamelis virginiana http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=HAVI4

Possumhaw Ilex decidua http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ILDE
Red mulberry Morus rubra http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=MORU2
Hophornbeam Ostrya virginiana http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=OSVI
American/Wild plum Prunus americana http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=PRAM
Chickasaw plum Prunus angustifolia http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=PRAN3
Hoptree Ptelea trifoliata http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=PTTR
Smooth sumac Rhus glabra http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=RHGL
Staghorn sumac Rhus typhina http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=RHTY
Carolina willow Salix caroliniana http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=SACA5
Blackhaw viburnum Viburnum 

prunifolium
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=VIPR

Rusty blackhaw viburnum Viburnum rufidulum http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=VIRU

http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AMAR3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AMAR3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AMLA
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AMLA
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ASTR
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ASTR
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CACA18
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CACA18
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CECA4
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CECA4
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=COAL2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=COAL2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CODR
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CODR
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=COFL2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=COFL2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=EUAT5
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=EUAT5
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=FRCA13
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=FRCA13
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=HAVI4
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=HAVI4
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ILDE
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=MORU2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=MORU2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=OSVI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PRAM
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PRAM
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PRAN3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PRAN3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PTTR
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PTTR
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=RHGL
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=RHGL
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=RHTY
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=RHTY
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SACA5
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SACA5
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=VIPR
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=VIRU
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Middle Tennessee Native Riparian Plant List

Common Name Scientific Name USDA PLANTS Database
SHRUBS
Hazel alder Alnus serrulata http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ALSE2
Indigobush Amorpha fruticosa http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=AMFR
Red chokeberry Aronia arbutifolia http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ARAR7
Black chokeberry Aronia melanocarpa http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ARME6
American beautyberry Callicarpa americana http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=CAAM2
Sweetshrub Calycanthus floridus http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=CAFL22
New Jersey tea Ceanothus americanus http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=CEAM
Buttonbush Cephalanthus occidentalis http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=CEOC2
Silky dogwood Cornus amomum http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=COAM2
Hazelnut Corylus americana http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=COAM3
Leatherwood Dirca palustris http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=DIPA9
Hearts-a-bustin Euonymus americanus http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=EUAM9
Wild hydrangea Hydrangea arborescens http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=HYAR
Oakleaf hydrangea Hydrangea quercifolia http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=HYQU3
Common winterberry Ilex verticillata http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ILVE
Virginia sweetspire Itea virginica http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ITVI
Spicebush Lindera benzoin http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=LIBE3
Ninebark Physocarpus opulifolius http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=PHOP
Elderberry Sambucus nigra L. subsp. 

canadensis
http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=SANIC4

Coralberry Symphoricarpos orbiculatus  http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=SYOR

http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ALSE2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ALSE2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AMFR
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AMFR
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ARAR7
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ARAR7
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ARME6
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ARME6
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAAM2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAAM2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAFL22
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAFL22
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CEAM
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CEAM
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CEOC2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CEOC2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=COAM2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=COAM2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=COAM3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=COAM3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=DIPA9
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=DIPA9
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=EUAM9
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=EUAM9
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=HYAR
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=HYAR
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=HYQU3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=HYQU3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ILVE
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ILVE
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ITVI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ITVI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=LIBE3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=LIBE3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PHOP
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PHOP
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SANIC4
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SANIC4
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SYOR
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SYOR
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Middle Tennessee Native Riparian Plant List

Common Name Scientific Name USDA PLANTS Database
GRASSES and 
SEDGES
Big bluestem Andropogon gerardii http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ANGE
Splitbeard bluestem Andropogon ternarius http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ANTE2
Broomsedge Andropogon virginicus http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ANVI2
Giant river cane Arundinaria gigantea http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ARGI
Side oats grama Bouteloua curtipendula http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=BOCU
Sedges Carex spp. http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAREX
Cherokee sedge Carex cherokeensis http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CACH3
Frank’s sedge Carex frankii http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAFR3
Hop sedge Carex lupulina http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CALU4
Fox sedge Carex vulpinoidea http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAVU2
River oats Chasmanthium 

latifolium
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CHLA5

Bottlebrush grass Elymus hystrix http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ELHY
Virginia wild rye Elymus virginicus http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ELVI3
Purple love grass Eragrostis spectabilis http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ERSP
Common rush Juncus effusus http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=JUEF
Pink muhly grass Muhlenbergia capillaris http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=MUCA2
Switchgrass Panicum virgatum http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PAVI2
Silver plume grass Saccharum 

alopecuroides
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SAAL21

Sugarcane plume 
grass

Saccharum giganteum  
(Erianthus giganteum)

http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SAGI

Little bluestem Schizachyrium 
scoparium

http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SCSC

Green/Dark green 
bullrush

Scirpus atrovirens http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SCAT2

Indian grass Sorghastrum nutans http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SONU2

Eastern gama grass Tripsacum dactyloides http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=TRDA3

http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ANGE
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ANTE2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ANVI2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ARGI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=BOCU
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAREX
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CACH3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAFR3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CALU4
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAVU2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CHLA5
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ELHY
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ELVI3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ERSP
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=JUEF
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=MUCA2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PAVI2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SAAL21
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SAGI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SCSC
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SCAT2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SONU2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=TRDA3
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East Tennessee Native Riparian Plant List

Common Name Scientific Name USDA PLANTS Database
CANOPY
Red maple Acer rubrum http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ACRU
Sugar maple Acer saccharum http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ACSA3
Sweet birch Betula lenta http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=BELE
River birch Betula nigra http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=BENI
Yellowwood Cladrastis kentuckea http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CLKE
Common persimmon Diospyros virginiana http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=DIVI5
American beech Fagus grandifolia http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=FAGR
American holly Ilex opaca http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ILOP
Sweetgum Liquidambar styraciflua http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=LIST2
Tulip poplar Liriodendron tulipifera http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=LITU
Blackgum tupelo Nyssa sylvatica http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=NYSY
Virginia pine Pinus virginiana http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PIVI2
Sycamore Platanus occidentalis http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PLOC
Black cherry Prunus serotina http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PRSE2
Swamp white oak Quercus bicolor http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUBI
Swamp chestnut oak Quercus michauxii http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUMI
Chinkapin oak Quercus muhlenbergii http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=QUMU
Shumard oak Quercus shumardii http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUSH
Black willow Salix nigra http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SANI
Sassafras Sassafras albidum http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SAAL5

http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ACRU
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ACSA3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=BELE
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=BENI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CLKE
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=DIVI5
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=FAGR
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ILOP
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=LIST2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=LITU
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=NYSY
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PIVI2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PLOC
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PRSE2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUBI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUMI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUMU
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUMU
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=QUSH
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SANI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SAAL5
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East Tennessee Native Riparian Plant List

Common Name Scientific Name USDA PLANTS Database
UNDERSTORY
Serviceberry Amelanchier arborea http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AMAR3
Serviceberry  Amelanchier laevis http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AMLA
American hornbeam Carpinus caroliniana http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=CACA18
Eastern redbud Cercis canadensis http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CECA4
Alternate leaf/Pagoda 
dogwood

Cornus alternifolia http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=COAL2

Flowering dogwood Cornus florida http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=COFL2
Witch hazel Hamamelis 

virginiana
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=HAVI4

Red mulberry Morus rubra http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=MORU2
Hophornbeam Ostrya virginiana http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=OSVI
American/Wild plum Prunus americana http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PRAM
Rosebay/Great laurel 
rododendron

Rhododendron 
maximum

http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=RHMA4

Smooth sumac Rhus glabra http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=RHGL
Staghorn sumac Rhus typhina http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=RHTY
Rusty blackhaw 
viburnum

Viburnum rufidulum http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=VIRU

http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AMAR3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AMLA
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CACA18
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CACA18
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CECA4
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=COAL2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=COFL2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=HAVI4
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=MORU2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=OSVI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PRAM
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=RHMA4
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=RHGL
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=RHTY
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=VIRU


              D-12                                                                     The Tennessee Urban Riparian Buffer Handbook Series                                                                 

East Tennessee Native Riparian Plant List

Common Name Scientific Name USDA PLANTS Database
SHRUBS
Hazel alder Alnus serrulata http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ALSE2
Indigobush Amorpha fruticosa http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=AMFR
Red chokeberry Aronia arbutifolia http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ARAR7
American beautyberry Callicarpa americana http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=CAAM2
Cinnamon clethra Clethra acuminata http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=CLAC3
Silky dogwood Cornus amomum http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=COAM2
Hazelnut Corylus americana http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=COAM3
Wild hydrangea Hydrangea arborescens http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=HYAR
Common winterberry Ilex verticillata http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ITVI
Spicebush Lindera benzoin http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=LIBE3
Elderberry Sambucus nigra L. subsp. 

canadensis
http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=SANIC4

Mapleleaf viburnum Viburnum acerifolium http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=VIAC

http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ALSE2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ALSE2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AMFR
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=AMFR
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ARAR7
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ARAR7
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAAM2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAAM2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CLAC3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CLAC3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=COAM2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=COAM2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=COAM3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=COAM3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=HYAR
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=HYAR
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ITVI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ITVI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=LIBE3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=LIBE3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SANIC4
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SANIC4
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=VIAC
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=VIAC
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East Tennessee Native Riparian Plant List

Common Name Scientific Name USDA PLANTS Database
GRASSES and SEDGES
Big bluestem Andropogon gerardii http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ANGE
Splitbeard bluestem Andropogon ternarius http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ANTE2
Broomsedge Andropogon virginicus http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ANVI2
Giant river cane Arundinaria gigantea http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ARGI
Side oats grama Bouteloua curtipendula http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=BOCU
Sedges Carex spp. http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=CAREX
Fox sedge Carex vulpinoidea http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=CAVU2
River oats Chasmanthium latifolium http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=CHLA5
Bottlebrush grass Elymus hystrix http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ELHY
Virginia wild rye Elymus virginicus http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ELVI3
Purple love grass Eragrostis spectabilis http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=ERSP
Common rush Juncus effusus http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=JUEF
Pink muhly grass Muhlenbergia capillaris http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=MUCA2
Switchgrass Panicum virgatum http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=PAVI2
Silver plume grass Saccharum alopecuroides http://plants.usda.gov/core/

profile?symbol=SAAL21
Sugarcane plume grass Saccharum giganteum

(Erianthus giganteum)
http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=SAGI

Little bluestem Schizachyrium scoparium http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=SCSC

Green/Dark green bullrush Scirpus atrovirens http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=SCAT2

Indian grass Sorghastrum nutans http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=SONU2

Eastern gama grass Tripsacum dactyloides http://plants.usda.gov/core/
profile?symbol=TRDA3

http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ANGE
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ANGE
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ANTE2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ANTE2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ANVI2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ANVI2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ARGI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ARGI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=BOCU
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=BOCU
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAREX
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAREX
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAVU2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CAVU2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CHLA5
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=CHLA5
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ELHY
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ELHY
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ELVI3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ELVI3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ERSP
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=ERSP
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=JUEF
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=JUEF
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=MUCA2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=MUCA2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PAVI2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=PAVI2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SAAL21
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SAAL21
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SAGI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SAGI
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SCSC
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SCSC
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SCAT2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SCAT2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SONU2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=SONU2
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=TRDA3
http://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=TRDA3
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Descriptive Native Plant List Legend

Height of plant in feet

Light Requirements
F = full sunlight 
P = partial shade  
S = shade

Soil Moisture
H = hydric, wet, plants periodically or often inundated by water
M = mesic, moist, adequate soil moisture retention year-round
S = sub-xeric, moist to dry, seasonally moist, periodically dry
X = xeric, dry and drought resistant, little moisture retention, excessively drained

Soil pH
A = acidic (slightly acidic to strongly acidic)      
B = basic (tolerate alkaline conditions)

Wildlife Benefit
The benefit may be as a food source and/or cover or home for the animal.
B = Bird (song birds, waterfowl)
SM = Small Mammal (squirrels, chipmunks)
LM = Large Mammal (deer)

Aesthetics
Description of beauty of plant that may include flowers, bark, leaf color, or plant structure.
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