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2015 Instructional Materials Bid  

Section 2 Reviews – Publisher’s Response 

CompuScholar, Inc. 

Dear Tennessee DOE and Review Panel Members: 

CompuScholar is pleased and grateful for your Section 2 feedback, scoring 2’s on nearly all items 
from most reviewers.  This document contains our Publisher Responses to a few of the line items.  

As a reminder, the following courses are submitted as part of the 2015 Instructional Materials bid: 

Tennessee Course ISBN CompuScholar Title 
Programming & Logic I 978-0-9887070-0-9 TeenCoder: Windows Programming 
Programming & Logic I 978-0-9887070-4-7 TeenCoder: Java Programming (Abridged) 
AP Computer Science A 978-0-9887070-2-3 TeenCoder: Java Programming 
Web Design Foundations 978-0-9887070-3-0 KidCoder: Web Design 

We are responding to feedback from one source that is common across each of the courses, 
differing only in minor wording.  So we will list the specific comments from “KidCoder: Web 
Design”, but our publisher’s responses should be considered across all 4 submitted courses for 
those same line items. 

Section II(1).A:  Materials are aligned to relevant national and/or industry standards where 
appropriate… 

Reviewer Comment:  There is one specific activity/lesson that involves industry certification and 
career roles, but there is no mention of those things in the lessons throughout the curriculum. 

Publisher Response:  We read “industry standards” as technical standards, not certifications or 
career opportunities.  The industry standards most relevant to Web Design are HTML, CSS, 
JavaScript, WCAG 2.0, etc, and those standards are heavily used throughout the course.  Similarly, 
the technical standards relevant for the other programming courses are the programming language 
itself, plus best coding practices.  We believe the level of detail and focus given to “certifications” in 
the existing material is commensurate with the usefulness of certifications in this industry. 
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Section II(4). C:  Materials include supports for all learners, e.g., ELs, students who are below 
grade level, advanced students.  

Reviewer Comment:  There is a link to the Microsoft Language Portal that allows the user to 
translate keywords and terms into any language, but there is no option to view lessons in their 
entirety in a different language.  

Publisher Response:  While the curriculum itself (lesson text, videos, assessments…) is not offered 
in a different language, each chapter contains teacher-driven opportunities support ESL students by 
re-enforcing key English terms, build English competency with peer support, etc.  Please see the 
Chapter 1, Lesson 1 Teacher’s Guide for an example.  In addition, the Learning Management 
System (LMS) can be configured for language preference in the student profile.  So many system 
menus and prompts outside of the core curriculum can be presented in a different language.  
Numerous supplemental lessons are available for advanced students who may enjoy more depth. 

 

Section II(5).C:  Materials include assessment accommodations for diverse learners, including 
sample items that capture multiple measures of student proficiency.  

Reviewer Comment:  There is an assessment tied to each lesson but there are no accommodations 
for diverse learners.  

Publisher Response:  While the assessment questions themselves are fixed, teachers have a number 
of options to accommodate diverse learners.  Teachers can control the timing of the assessments, 
starting and ending them over any length of time.  You can un-hide the quizzes in advance, making 
them essentially “open book” if desired.  If you would like to allow students to re-take assessments, 
teachers can self-configure the number of attempts allowed on quizzes and tests through the 
“Configure Course” link in the Teacher’s Menu. 

We have no additional comments for this review; thank you for the consistently high marks! 

Regards, 

 
 
President, CompuScholar, Inc. 

http://www.compuscholar.com/








 

 

 

iCEV Publisher Comments for Section II 

Since our products are designed the same in terms of layout, we have addressed reviewer comments as a 
whole related to our curriculum. Also, many of the comments are also addressed in the video found at 
www.icevonline.com/tennessee-15. 

Curriculum Organization 

The curriculum is organized by course playlists. Each course playlist is made up of many video and 
PowerPoint lessons which have been aligned to the Tennessee state standards. The order of the lessons in 
the playlist corresponds to the “Standards Alignment” document which can be found after the course has been 
opened. It is important to note, the order of the lessons in the playlist can be changed by choosing “Customize 
the Course” when the course playlist is open. This feature allows educators to change the order of the lessons 
to fit their needs and preferred order of teaching.  

Within each lesson, a daily lesson plan is included which guides educators through how to use the different 
aspects of a lesson. For instance, every lesson is accompanied by supplemental materials such as projects, 
activities, vocabulary handouts, student notes/worksheets and assessments. The lesson plan provides a 
roadmap of how to integrate each of the supplemental materials with the appropriate portion of the lesson 
whether that is a segment of a video or a chapter of a PowerPoint as well as includes lesson links to websites 
to further teacher exploration and Career and Technical Student Organization alignments for those 
organizations impacted by the lesson. Additionally, to view the content of a lesson, a video or PowerPoint 
player is available within the system. All of the supplemental materials are located under the “Printable 
Resources” heading and are PDF documents which can be printed, saved, e-mailed or shown on a projector. 
iCEV can be purchased as solely a teacher license which provides educators with all of the curriculum pieces 
on the site or student licenses can be added in addition to a teacher license. Student licenses offer educators 
the option to utilize interactive vocabulary and worksheet activities as well as administer online testing for 
automatic grading. Additionally, with the student licenses, students are able to view the supplemental 
materials. 

Methods & Ease of Use 

There are many different methods in which educators can use iCEV. Many educators utilize iCEV just as they 
would a traditional textbook by showing and lecturing along with the video and PowerPoint lessons or simply 
showing students the lessons and having them follow along with the provided worksheets and notes. 
Educators are also using iCEV as a means of implementing blended learning in the classroom whether the 
educator determines blended learning as a means of teaching with multiple media types or utilizing the student 
license component to provide instruction in an online environment. Furthermore, with the addition of student 
licenses to a teacher account, educators are utilizing iCEV as a platform for flipping their classroom. Many 



 

 

educators are assigning videos or PowerPoints to be viewed or read through prior to class in order to shift 
instruction to a learner-centered model where class time can be dedicated to going into greater depth on a 
particular topic. Many schools have laptops, iPads, Chrome books, tablets assigned to students or “Bring Your 
Own Device” policies in place to provide students access to technology. iCEV provides educators with an 
opportunity to utilize any technology which may already be in place. Educators can assign lessons and 
interactive activities to students to use with their student licenses which are compatible with any device which 
has access to the Internet allowing technology and a digital learning environment into their classrooms. 
However, it is important to note that all of the supplemental materials on iCEV are available in PDF form so 
educators can print them out or save them to a shared location for students if only a teacher license is 
purchased.  

Methods of Assessment 

iCEV offers multiple methods to assess students. The worksheets, notes and vocabulary activities are 
designed for educators to use to assess a very basic level of understanding of the material and provide 
students with study guide material for their use when preparing for further assessment. Within the lesson 
plans, suggestions are given such as potential class discussions to accompany a video or PowerPoint 
segments as well as specific projects and activities which can be completed to provide students with a more 
hands-on approach to learning and assessing the material. Additionally, the projects and activities serve to 
increase the rigor and relevance of the curriculum by providing real-world problem-solving scenarios and a 
means of a hands-on approach to assessing student knowledge. Each lesson includes assessments after each 
segment or chapter and/or a final comprehensive assessment which serves to evaluate student 
comprehension. Additionally, hands-on application assessments are included within the activities and projects 
associated with each lesson. Most of the activities and projects require further research and application of 
knowledge which students learn in the lesson.  

Supports for all Learners 

The student license component of iCEV provides support for learners at different levels. Students may watch a 
video or review a PowerPoint as many times as necessary to help learn the curriculum. Advanced students 
have the opportunity to proceed at their own pace. Additionally, educators may add lessons to the course 
playlist to either further explore a curriculum objective their class may not quite be grasping or to provide more 
knowledge for advanced students in the class. iCEV’s videos are currently being updated to be closed 
captioned in order to support hearing impaired viewers.  

Career & Industry Connections 

Each lesson within iCEV contains links to careers within industry or academia which impact the lesson through 
the use of career interviews. The career interviews provide students with a closer look at what the individual 
does on a day-to-day basis, the skills and education required for a career and provides advice from the 
professional to the student. A list of the interviews can be found beneath the Career Connections heading on 
the lesson plan. To show the career interviews to the class, educators should look at the Select Playlist menu 



 

 

shown below and then click on the interview name. The student licenses will also have access to the career 
interviews in the same location on the Select Playlist menu. 

 

Professional Development 

In order to allow teachers to easily integrate iCEV into their classrooms, online professional development 
options are offered. By simply clicking “Schedule Online Training” once an educator has logged into their iCEV 
account, a multitude of times are available to schedule a one-on-one professional development with an iCEV 
coach. In addition, a “live chat” feature is on the site and can be used to answer questions regarding 
curriculum, technical issues, account information or any issue with an iCEV subscription.   
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