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[bookmark: PLC_Guide:][bookmark: The_following_is_a_sample_protocol_that_]Professional Learning Guide: The following is a sample protocol that school-wide or teacher Professional Learning teams might use to begin to develop content area tasks that explicitly connect reading and writing, providing rigorous thinking activities, and ask students to display mastery of content.  This should take approximately 60-90 minutes.  (These activities could be completed in two parts). 

Focus:  Building Effective Literacy Tasks

Topic for Discussion:  This Professional Learning Guide provides a framework for developing content literacy tasks that focus on the read about it, think about it, talk about it, write about it framework for content literacy. 

	Step 1:
		Download the Build Content Area Tasks PPT from the “For Leaders” section of the TDOE website.

PRIOR: Have teachers bring an example of a reading and writing activity to Professional Learning or faculty meeting. 






	Step 2:
	1. Have teacher groups discuss the activity and share the connections between reading and writing. 
2. Walk through the Read About It, Talk About It, Think About It, Write About It Framework for the content area teachers present at the Professional Learning.
3. Have teachers discuss similarities between this framework and their personal sample activity. 
4. Have teachers discuss what they see in each other’s activities. 
5. If multiple content areas are present, use the reflection slide (Slide 10) to compare literacy tasks across content areas.

	Step 3:
	6. Use the LDC frame to provide an overview of the key components in a task. 
7. Have teacher groups experience task from perspective of learner. 
8. Review outcome of task, key components and analysis tool.
9. Walk teachers through the activities on slides 17-26. 



	Step 4:
	10. Have teachers debrief activities using walk through tool.
11. What did they like? What was helpful? How could these strategies build thinking in their classroom?
12. Have teachers discuss the barriers and potential bridges to creating successful activities like this in their classrooms. 
13. If time, explore templates and models for teachers. 


	Step 5:
	[bookmark: _GoBack] Follow Up: Have teachers utilize some of the strategies in LDC modules. Use Professional Learning structures to debrief successes and analyze how LDC structures promoted the read about it, think about it, talk about it, write about it framework. 
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