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Background and History 

The State Capitol Commission was established by law on April 9, 1986 and consists of seven ex-officio members, 
two legislative members, and three private citizens. In that same year, the Commission approved a plenary master 
plan for adaptive restoration and preservation of the State Capitol and its contiguous grounds. The Tennessee 
State Capitol Historic Structures Report continues to remain valid and doesn’t need to be updated. 
 
At its January 24, 1995 meeting, the Commission established a policy relative to interior modification to historic 
spaces that states: “It is the policy of the Capitol Commission that any proposed changes in the material or fabric 
of the floor, walls or ceilings of the historic upper two floors of the State Capitol must obtain prior approval of the 
Capitol Commission. Major and minor maintenance of existing materials or fabric requires the approval of the 
State Architect on behalf of the Capitol Commission.” 
 
In 1998, the legislature added the responsibility of the Commission to establish a policy relative to historical 
commemorative additions and improvements on the Bicentennial Mall and approve such additions and 
improvements as may come within the policy. The State of Tennessee Capitol Hill and Bicentennial Mall Guidelines 
were implemented in 2002 to address those needs. This was updated and expanded in 2014 to provide guidelines 
for the entire Capitol and Bicentennial Mall complex. The Commission, since its inception, has acted upon 
numerous requests for non-governmental use of the State Capitol as well as for the placement of artifacts, 
memorials and monuments in the Capitol and on the Capitol grounds, including the Bicentennial Mall. 
 
The Commission has met formally 36 times since its inception in 1986, and its members have additionally been 
notified of all requests to use the Capitol and its grounds.  
 
Calendar Year 2014 

The State Capitol Commission met twice in May and December 2014 and approved the following:  

• Phase 1, 2 & 3 of the Capitol Lighting Plan 
• Commissioning and acceptance of the National and State Motto Depictions Study to refer to the Speakers 
• The TN Arts Commission to sponsor a contest for artists to select a monument to honor David Crockett 
• The Tennessee State Capitol Campus Monuments and Memorials Master Plan and policy guidelines, 

including a policy for their implementation and continued use. 
• The location of a Gulf War Monument on the War Memorial Plaza 
• The erection of a Women’s Suffrage Monument on the Sixth Avenue bridge  

 
During the year, the Commission acted on and approved 50 requests for non-governmental uses of the Capitol. 
These requests range from special events/meetings and ceremonies to rallies/protests and press conferences, 
along with a variety of miscellaneous uses including the following:  

• Bicentennial Anniversary of the Battle of New Orleans at the statue of Andrew Jackson 
• Supreme Court held in the Old Supreme Court Chambers 
• New Hope Foundation, Nursing Graduation Ceremony  
• Filming of the Cooking Channel  

Anticipated Activities for Calendar Year 2015 

The Commission anticipates discussing the following: 

• Ongoing requests for non-governmental use of the areas included under the oversight of the Commission.  
• Recommendations for new Policy for Use of the Tennessee State Capitol Building and Grounds 
• Progress report on any ongoing capital projects 

 
For list of members and meeting minutes, go to:  http://www.tn.gov/finance/OSA/sccInfo.shtml  
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