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CHAPTER 100.

Sexate B No. 563.
(By Mr. W. A. Johnson.)

A BILL to be entitled, An Act establishing a Highway Depart-
ment, creating a State Highway Commission prescribing the
powers and duties of the Stale Highway Commission, pro-
viding for the designation and adoption of a State Highway
plan of the State, creating a highway fund, and apportion-

ing the proceeds thercof to the respective counties and the

Highway Department, and applying the proceeds of the

registrafion of motor vehicles, amending Section 6, of Sen-
ate Bill 206 Chapter 8, of the Acts of the 59th General As-

sembly and acquiring rights of way therefor, by exercising

of the power of eminent domain,

Suorron 1. Beit enacted by the General Assembly
of the State of Tennessee, That there is hereby cre-
ated a State Highway Commission, and a State High-
way Department, to be composed of six persons who
shall be residents of Tennessee, three of which shall
bhe appointed by the Governor, and three who shall
be members ex-officio. The persons who shall, for
the time being, act as ex officio members, shall be
the State Geologist, the Dean of the Engineering De-
partment of the University of Tennessee, and the
Governor, not more than two members appointed by
the Governor shall be of the same political party. The
Governor shall designate the time each Commission-
or shall hold office, and the appointment of each one
of the three Commissioners appointed shall be from
each Grand Division of the State, one for two years,
one for four years, and one for six years, from July
1, 1915, and thereafter the term of members so ap-
pointed shall be for six years, although they shall
continue to hold office until their successors are ap-
pointed and qualified. Appointments fo vacancies
arising during a term shall be only for the unexpired
term. Commissioners may be removed for sufficient
cause by the Governor. Kach member of said Com-
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mission shall qualify by takine
his duty faithfully, i Al ki
tetgstg iy Stg{fé,lmpmt]any’ and for the best in-
majority of the members of tl issi
S 16 . Ders 16 Commission
o constitute a quorum for the transaction of husi-
SEcTION 2. Be it furthe
Sy 2. 2 it er enacted, That the Com-
mission shall have its office at the Capitol, iz:m?i Sﬁgl

()10(”“2 l \Y 2 1e ',‘ 1me I'OT C onge ]f,S ﬂlell beIS a ai
(2] irman,

g'hlarirﬁan, who will hold office for two years, from

Eﬁ'ﬁ,dlgwj or until his successor is elected and

gng 1e fp(:, and b); t.he election of a Secretary qualified
xperienced in road building and ms inter

;c)(; l?tin kntzwn a]s S]eeretary of the State ﬁ[li‘:;]?:f;}?%g’

ent, and who shall hold office for fy ;

The Chairman shall hav ol
an shall have power to call i

the Board whenever he may deem it expe(%giil.nﬁseef

mngs shall be likewise held upon the written request secretasy

of three members of the ( igsi
. IS o ommission. Noti
;t(lie‘f;ilrégs ﬂs;hall lIoe %ven each member two d-;(;fs (ijrf
nce thereof, The appointed bers of
Commission shall receiv R O o
‘ g 1 e actual expenses i i
igg d-rhsdlarg'(f—i.of his duties and eacﬁ memﬁgsuvﬁ:‘:ida}f
nds a meeting of the Board shall be al i
b b o nall be allowed his
G ;0 o m;}gfl from his home, at the rate of three
Section 3. Be it further
' 3. Jurther enacted, That tl -
tary of the State Highway Department, sﬁgus?ﬁe

b o : g :
reze?;l;lre tlllme to the duties of his office, and shall Secretary.
such compensation as the Board shall fix Sompensation

and determine upon, and that | i
. pom, ¢ at he shall be g
?3351stqnt§ and clerical help in his departn?el;f? 1211.9;5111:](;1;
: ;Tﬁglsésmn Jt]my deem necessary, and shall be named
ecretar hj ;
Commission‘? ary, but subject to the approval of the
Secrion 4. Be it further
; l enacted, That the Secre-
tary shall, before entering upon his dutieg of 0?%;

file with the Secretary of State, his oath of office, with osth and Bona

Bond to the State of Tenne
e St ‘ ssee for the faithful s
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Suerron b, Be it further enacted, That the State
Highway Department shall be provided with suitable
offices in the city of Nashville, said office shall be
under the charge of the Secretary of the State High-
way Commission, and shall be kept open at all times
for business and the convenience of the publie, and
shall be the respository for all records.of the depart-
ment of State Highway.

Secrion 6. Be it further enacted, That it shall be
the duty of the State Highway Commission to hold
meetings at such times, and for such periods as they
may deem advisable for the proper carrying out of
the provisions of this Act, and it shall be the duty of
the Commission to consider and determine at such
meetings, all questions relating to the general policy

of the department of highways and the conduct of

the work in general.

Sucrion 7. Be it further enacted, That the Secre-
tary of the Department of State Highways, shall
have charge of all records, of the Department, shall
keep a Book of Record of all proceedings and orders
pertaining to the business of the Department and
shall keep on file copies of all plans, specifications
and estimates prepared by the department. The
Commigsion shall cause to be made and kept by this
Department, Blue prints and Maps, showing a gen-
eral highway plan of the State, such plan to consist
of the main traveled roads, as will when improved,
show and provide a connected system of improved
highways throughout the State, and collect informa-
tion and statistics with reference to the mileage,
character and condition of highways and bridges, in
the different counties of the State, and shall investi-
gate and determine the method of road construction
best adapted to the various sections of the State,
and shall establish standards for the construction
and maintenance of Highways in the various coun-
ties, giving due regard to topography, natural con-
ditions, availability of road material, prevailing traf-
fic conditions, and ways and means of the Counties
to meet, their portion of the cost of building and main-
taining roads under the provisions of this Act. The
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Commission may at all times be consulted hy the
county and distriet officers having authority ovrer‘
highways and bridges and in like manner eall on such
county and distriet officials for information relative
to_h]g‘}lways and bridges within their countv- or di 8-
trict, in order to determine the character and hm;'e
the gen‘eral supervision of the construction repah:
and maintenance of all roads improved un’der the
provisions of this Act. That the County Court of
each county shall be informed semi-annually or at
any time by request from any member of aﬁv 'Goum{ ¢
Court by the Highway Commission relative to ﬂ]z*
brice of all bridges, culverts, road material. tools.
implements or machinery. The Highway C;)nllni;j
sion shall at all times keep the prices of said hrid n*e:;
cu]verts, .road material, tools, implements or :111’
qhmery from }‘eliable firms, companys or corporib
tions. The Highway Commission shall also koecp
blue prints of different standard bridees to distribute
as required by this Section. o e
Secrion 8. Be it further enacted That after the
taking the effect of this Act, The State Highway
Commission, shall, proceed to designate in ea;ﬁ
County of the State, main traveled roads which will
connect all county Seats, and which are deemed of
sufﬁe}ent importance to come under the ]Sl‘ovisionq
of this Aect, and receive “Federal’’ aid for their .imk—
provement, which road, go designated, shall be em.-
bodied in the general “Highway Plan 3 of the Q”mte
g_nd all additional roads designated from ti'n:e‘ to
time, as a part of the highway plan, shall be sub-
Ject to the of State Mighway Clommission, :
Srcrion 9. Be it further enacted, That all Coun-
ties and Municipal Corporations of the State, ex-

pressing a desire to the ‘‘Department of State High- Federal aia.

ways’ to be entitled to receive ‘‘Feder i
_ . Hederal” aid and
the co-operation of the Highway Department in thte
improvement and maintenance of any road or High-
“lfay in t}}e.] I respective county when complying w?th
]i;1 r]ﬁ; piﬁwsmns of tthls Act governing the same. shall

ave the co-operation desir 7 the Hig
g P esired by the State Highway

Cost of

Bridges, ete.




To change or
improve.
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Srorion 10.  Be it further enacted, That whenever
the State Highway Commission, finds it necessary,
it shall have the power to alter the course or grade,
or otherwise improve any road selected, adopted or
accepted for Federal Aid, and taken over and im-
proved as a State Highway, the Counties or cities
wherein such roads lie shall have the authority to
acquire rights of way therefor, either by donation
by the owners of the land through which highways
shall run, or by agreement between such owners and
the County Court, or County Commissioners, or leg-
islative bodies of such cities or towns or by the ex-
ercise of the power of the eminent domain, in the
same manner as provided for acquiring property for
other public uses, provided, the entire cost of secur-
ing rights of way shall be paid by the Counties or
towns.

Seorron 11, Be it further enacted, That the ‘‘Fed-
eral’? aid roads under the provisions of this Aect, shall
be marked with suitable gigns, carrying the word
‘State Highway’’ and mile posts giving directions
and distances to villages shall be erected at the cross
or intersection of roads, the same to be paid for as
part of the cost of the Highway.

Seorron 12, Be it further enacted, That all mon-
eys accruing from the annual registration and li-
cenging of automobiles in the State, under any law
now in existence, or that may he hereafter enacted,
over and above the necessary expense incident to
the collection of same, and all penalties paid for the
violation of such laws, which are paid into the State

Highway Fund. Mreasury, shall be set aside as Highway funds, and

shall be available for the purposes of thig Act, and
expended under the direction of the State Highway
Department for the maintenance of public roads in
the respective counties of the State, in the same pro-
portion as collected from the said respective coun-
ties, after deducting ten per cent of same for the
maintenance of the State Highway Department.
Sworiow 13, Be it further enacted, That the State
Highway Commission may execute any highway
work or part thereof, under this Act, by means of
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the labor of State or County convicts, provided that
such conviets at the time shall be available by law
and satisfactory arrangements can he made by which
they may be used. When such work is executed by
means of the labor of State conviets, the State High-
way Commission shall pay for such labor so used on
such highway work according to rules and regula-
tions preseribed by the State authorities, who may
furnish such conviets, and if the conviets so used are
County conviets, the county authorities controlling
such conviets shall receive pay for same at the price
to be agreed on by the State Highway Commission-
ers and the respective County officials authorized to
furnish such labor,

Sectron 14.  Be it further enacted, That said High-
way Commission shall have full power and lawful
authority to make any and all necessary and proper
arrangements, contracts and agreements, to receive
aid and assistance from the Federal Government in
construeting, repairing and maintaining roads pro-
vided for and contemplated in this Aet. All con-
tracts and agreements in this respect shall be ap-
proved by the Attorney General of the State, as
herein provided.

Secrron 15, Be it further enacted, That the word
“road’’ or ‘‘highway’’ shall be construed to include
all bridges upon, or which form, or shall form a part
of the road or highway to he maintained or construet-
ed ag Federal Aid Highway, under the provisions of
this Aect.

Secrron 16, Be it further enacted, That all checks,
vouchers or warrants drawn or given for the pay-
ment of any and all expenses pertaining to the de-
partment of State Highways, shall be signed by the

State or Coun-
ty Convicts
—pay for.

Contracts for

Federal aid.

Road or high-
way includes.

Chairman of the highway Commission and counter- Expenses—

signed by the Secretary, and that all traveling ex-
penseg incurred by the Commissioners in the dis-
charge of their duties must be itemized and acknowl-
edged before payment can be made by this depart-
ment and that an annual report of this department
shall be made to the Governor.

Vouchers and
warrants for.
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Suerton 17.  Be it further enacted, That each see-
tion of this Act, is hereby declared to be separate
and independent from all other sections thereof and
the invalidity of any "section, shall not be held to ef-
fect the validity of the remaining sections, as such
sections will have been passed and enact_ed by the
Gteneral Assembly, if the invalid sections, if any, had
not been incorporated in this Aet. '

Sucrion 18.  Be it further enacted, that Section 6,
of Senate Bill 296, passed by the 59th General As-
sembly he amended to read, as follows: L

That after deducting the necessary expenses in-
cident to the collection of these fees including cost of
number tags the Secretary of State shall on the first
day of each month pay the amount so collgcted in the
State Treasury, said funds to be set aside and de-
signated ag ‘“‘Highway Funds.”’

‘Sperron 19, Be it further enacted that all laws
and parts of laws in cmcllﬂict herewith be, and the
same are hereby repealed. :

Secrron 20. }Be }it further enacted, That this Act
take effect from and after July 1, 1915 the publie
welfare 1'equiri11;{ it1.915

sl Avsert H. Hior,

Speaker of the Senate.

Wu. P. CoorEg,
Speaker of the House of Representatwves.

Approved May 15, 1915.
e % Tom C. RyE,
Governor.
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CHAPTER 101.
House B No. 1195,

(By Messrs. Stewart, McDade, Hauk.)

AN ACT to provide Revenue for the State of Tennessee and the
Counties and municipalities thereof.

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly
of the State of Tennessee, That the taxes on every
$100 worth of property shall be 50 cents for the year
1915 and for every subsequent yvear thereafter, 35
cents of which shall be for the State purposes and 15
cents for school purposes; that there shall be levied
and collected a collateral inheritance tax as provided
for in Chapter 174 of the Aects of 1893 and Acts
amendatory thereof.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the several
County Courts of this State be, and they are hereby,
authorized and empowered to levy an annual County
tax on every $100 of taxable property not exceeding
30 cents, upon the $100 worth of property, and ex-
clusive of the tax for public roads and pikes and
schools and interest on County debts and other spe-
cial purposes, and each County and municipality in
this State is hereby authorized and empowered to
levy a privilege tax upon merchants and such other
vocations, occupations, or business as are named in
this Act and declared to be privileges, not exceeding
in amount that levied by the State for State purposes.

The imposition of a privilege tax under this Aect
shall not be construed as a release or exemption from
an ad valorem tax unless otherwise expressly pro-
vided; nor shall this act be construed as repealing
any special Act heretofore passed imposing a priv-
ilege tax; provided, that any indigent ex-confederate
or ex-Federal soldier of the war of 1860-64 doing a
privilege business, with a capital not exceeding $250




PUBLIC ACTS

OF THE

State of Tennessee

PASSED BY THE

FIFTY-NINTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

9. 15

PUBLISHED BV AUTHORITY




