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WELCOME!
Thank you for attending this hearing.  This handout package provides information on the hearing format as well as a summary of the need and purpose of the project, a description of the project’s design features, potential environmental impacts of the project, the relocation assistance program, and the next steps in the environmental review process.  It also explains how to make your comments about this project known to TDOT. 
The agenda for this evening is as follows:
 (
5:00 to 5:45 PM
 – View D
isplays and Talk with TDOT 
Project Team
5:45 to 6:30 PM
 – Formal Presentation on
 the findings presented in the 
EA and
                             
 
Formal 
Comment/Question Session
6:30 to 7:00 PM
 – V
iew Displays and Talk with TDOT 
Project Team
)








During the first 45 minutes of the hearing, you will be able to view displays illustrating the alternatives that were evaluated in the EA.  These displays will be set up in the cafeteria as you enter the hearing site and sign-in. Representatives from the TDOT Project Team will also be available to discuss the project with you individually.  
At 5:45 PM, the formal portion of the hearing will commence in the cafeteria.  During this time, there will be a brief presentation on the project and its potential impacts. Following the presentation, there will be a Comment/Question Session. In the interest of time, TDOT Project Team members will provide a brief response to your question or comment– more in-depth responses may be available both before and after the formal Comment/Question Session has ended.  
After the formal portion of the hearing ends at 6:30, TDOT Project Team members will be available in the cafeteria to talk with you individually.  The hearing will be concluded at promptly at 7 PM.
You will have several opportunities to make known your comments about this project and have them included in the official transcript:
· Court reporters will record the hearing’s formal Comment/Question session and will be available during the entire hearing to record your individual oral comments.  
· A comment form is included in this handout for your use.  You may deposit your completed form in the box by the door before you leave the hearing or you may submit written comments to: 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Project Comments
Tennessee Department of Transportation
Suite 700, James K. Polk Building
505 Deaderick Street
Nashville, Tennessee 37243
*Written comments must be postmarked no later than April 5, 2011 (and include your name and address) in order to be included in the official transcript of this hearing.
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PROJECT BACKGROUND
The Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), has prepared an Environmental Assessment (EA) to improve SR-28/US-127 from SR-62 in Clarkrange to the improved four-lane section of roadway approximately three miles north of Grimsley in Fentress County, Tennessee.  The project would widen SR-28/US-127 from a two-lane facility to a four- or five-lane roadway.  The total length of the project is approximately 9.3 miles.  FHWA approved the EA on December 22, 2010.
WHERE TO VIEW THE EA
Printed copies of the EA are available for public review at:  
· Fentress County Public Library, 306 South Main Street, Jamestown, TN
· TDOT Construction Office, 218 Genesis Road, Suite 101, Crossville, TN
 (
The EA, along with other project materials,
 are also available on the w
eb.  
www.t
n.gov/t
dot/us127nfentress
/
)

 


REQUIREMENTS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires that projects receiving federal funding or requiring major federal actions (e.g., permits) undergo an environmental review process. Design, right-of-way acquisition, and construction of a project cannot proceed until this requirement has been successfully completed.
NEED AND PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT
The purpose of the proposed project is to:
· Provide a direct link between Jamestown and Interstate 40 in Crossville to the south as part of the Tennessee County Seat Connector Program; 
· Improve operational efficiency; and
· Enhance economic development opportunities.
Although safety is not a primary transportation objective of the project, it could be assumed that roadway safety would be improved by the construction of the proposed project.
The proposed project is intended to address the following transportation needs in Fentress County: 
· A direct link between Jamestown, TN, and I-40;
· Operational efficiency; and
· Traffic safety.
ALTERNATIVES EVALUATED IN EA
During field reviews held early in the project development process, easily identifiable sensitive areas were noted and avoided to the extent possible.  Comments received in response to scoping from federal, state, and local agencies were also taken into consideration.
In addition, a Public Information Meeting was held in June 2008.  At this meeting, participants had the opportunity to discuss project needs and to make suggestions for possible alignments.
These comments and suggestions, in addition to those received from federal, state, and local agencies and community groups were used to identify the project’s alternatives, resulting in the following:
· No-Build Alternative - Examines what would happen if the proposed roadway were not built, and serves as a baseline against which a Build Alternative is compared to.  This alternative would not meet the project’s purpose and need.
· Alternative A (Build Alternative) - Utilizes the existing SR-28/US-127 alignment.  There are two proposed typical sections for Alternative A (see Figure 1):
· In the vicinity of SR-62 to Banner Roslin Road, the proposed typical section would have four 12-foot travel lanes, a 12-foot continuous center turn lane, 10-foot shoulders, 2-foot gutters and 10-foot utility strips within approximately 104 feet of right-of-way.   
The shoulders would be adequate for use by pedestrians and bicyclists.  
· The second typical section would begin at Banner Roslin Road and end at the northern terminus of the project at Wright Frogge Farm Road.  It would consist of a four-lane divided highway with 12-foot lanes, 12-foot shoulders, and approximately 52 feet of median within approximately 300 feet of right-of-way.  The shoulders would be adequate for use by pedestrians and bicyclists.
ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS
The No-Build Alternative would leave SR-28/US-127 between SR-62 in Clarkrange to approximately three miles north of Grimsley, Tennessee, as it currently exists in the project area.  
The roadway would not be widened.  It would continue to be a two-lane roadway with no improvements.  The No-Build Alternative would not result in any residential or business relocations, ecology impacts, community impacts, traffic disruptions, and/or construction impacts. 
The primary adverse impacts of Alternative A would be:
Direct conversion of land to highway right-of-way; 
Potential residential, business and non-profit relocations;
Noise impacts;
· Impacts to streams, ponds and wetlands; and 
· Temporary construction impacts.
Table 1 summarizes the potential impacts of Alternative A.
UNRESOLVED ISSUES
There are no major areas of controversy or any substantial unresolved issues related to the proposed project.

NEXT STEPS 
Once comments from the public hearing have been received and analyzed, TDOT will review the public input and the project impacts as reported in the EA.  The TDOT Commissioner will select the alternative to be implemented based on the results of this analysis.
After the preferred alternative has been selected, TDOT will begin preparing the Final Environmental Document.  Once FHWA approves the Final Environmental Document, FHWA will issue a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI).  Only after this point can final design and right-of-way acquisition begin.
RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION AND RELOCATION
In order to minimize unavoidable effects of right-of-way acquisition and the displacements of people, TDOT will carry out a right-of-way relocation program in accordance with Federal Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Act of 1970 (P.L. 91646), and the Tennessee’s Uniform Relocation Assistance Act of 1972.
An information pamphlet “Relocation Assistance Program” is available and outlines the services offered and any payments for which you may be eligible, such as moving expenses and replacement housing benefits for owners and tenants. The brochure also outlines the eligibility requirements for receiving these payments.
TDOT will provide advance notification of impending right-of-way acquisition. The Right-of-Way Office has the responsibility, once a project is approved, of appraising, purchasing and, if required, assisting individuals, families or businesses in relocating.
Before acquiring property, all properties are appraised on the basis of comparable sales and land use values in the areas. In some instances, for values of $10,000 or less, this process might not be done. The value will be established by using real estate appraisers who will prepare, for TDOT’s use, written appraisals using actual sales data in the surrounding community.
When an appraisal is necessary, the appraiser will contact each property owner and offer the owner the opportunity to accompany him on an inspection of the property. After the appraisal is complete, the Right-of-Way Appraisal staff will review and field check the findings for accuracy to insure that everything relating to value has been considered in establishing the amount to be offered.
Owners of property will be offered fair market value for their property rights, as it is TDOT’s desire to pay fair market value for the necessary property.
A relocation study is prepared during the development of the EA to estimate the number of characteristics of persons who may be dislocated by the project. 
This data has been correlated with an inventory of available rental and sales housing locations.  Based on the number of housing units currently available in the area, and the number of such resources likely to become available over a one-year period, TDOT foresees no difficulty in satisfactorily relocating all persons likely to be displaced.  
The relocation study also identified available relocation opportunities for the displaced Clarkrange Baptist Church.
REGISTER YOUR COMMENTS
You are encouraged to make a formal comment that will be incorporated into the official project summary in one of four ways:
1) 	Make an oral statement to the court reporter.
2)	Submit your written comments tonight before you leave.
3)	Make a comment and/or ask questions tonight during the formal portion of the hearing.
4)	Mail your comments to the Department (postmarked by April 5, 2011) to: 
Project Comments 
Tennessee Department of Transportation
505 Deaderick Street
Suite 600, James K. Polk Building
Nashville, TN 37243-0332
* Please make sure to include your name and address on your submitted comment form or letter so that it will be included in the official record.

 (
For m
ore information on the project,
please
 contact
:
Mr. Ralph Barnes, PE
TDOT Project Manager
(615) 253-1387
Ralph.Barnes@
tn.gov
)
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       Figure 1: Alternative A- Project Location Map
[image: ]

	Table 1: Summary of Effects

	Impact Category
	No-Build Alternative
	Alternative A 

	PROJECT FEATURES

	Total Project Length (Miles) 
	Not Applicable
	9.3

	Estimated Cost
	Not Applicable
	$124,799,232

	Estimated new ROW (acres) 
	Not Applicable
	82

	TRANSPORTATION

	Impacts
	No Improvement
	· Improved mobility and safety of traffic traveling throughout the project area; and
· Improved access for traffic traveling from Jamestown to I-40.

	Traffic Operational Efficiency
	Roadway would continue to deteriorate to an unacceptable level of traffic given the anticipated traffic volume in 2011 and 2031.
	Roadway would improve to an acceptable level of traffic given the anticipated traffic volume in 2011 and 2031.

	LAND USE

	Impacts
	No effect
	Direct conversion of land to highway right-of-way.

	Consistency with local plans
	Not consistent
	Consistent with regional and state planning efforts.

	SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC

	Social/Community Cohesion
	No effect
	No effect

	Community Services
	No effect
	Would require right-of-way from Clarkrange Head Start, Kids Land Child Care Center, Clarkrange Baptist Church, Mount Carmel Freewill Baptist Church, Clarkrange Volunteer Fire Department.  Would also displace a building associated with Clarkrange Baptist Church.

	Environmental Justice
	No effect
	No disproportionate effects on minority or low-income communities/persons.

	Residential Relocations
	No effect
	39 plus, 9 vacant

	Business Displacements
	No effect
	11

	Non-profit Displacements
	No effect
	1

	Economic 
	No effect
	· Possible increase in taxable property in the project area;
· Increased opportunities to attract new businesses and industries to the area; and
· Possible increase in number of job opportunities in the area.


	FARMLAND

	Acres of prime farmland in ROW
	No effect
	77

	CULTURAL RESOURCES

	Architectural/Historic 
	No adverse effect
	No adverse effect

	Archaeological
	No adverse effect
	No adverse effect

	Recreational Resources
	No effect
	No effect

	Section 4(f) and Section (f) Resources
	No effect
	No effect

	Aesthetics and Visual
	No adverse effect
	No adverse effect

	AIR QUALITY

	Change in Pollutant Emissions Burden over No-Build
	No effect
	No measurable change in MSAT emissions.

	Violations of NAAQS
	No effect
	No effect

	NOISE

	Noise Level
	51 to 71 dBA
	54 to 73 dBA

	PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

	Geology
	No effect
	No effect

	Hazardous Materials
	No effect
	· Right-of-way required from 15 potentially contaminated sites. 
· A Phase II Contamination Assessment is recommended at seven of these sites.

	Floodplains 
	No effect
	No effect

	Energy
	No effect
	No effect

	NATURAL RESOURCES

	Perennial Streams 
	No effect
	1,700 Linear Feet(1 stream crossing)

	Intermittent Streams 
	No effect
	1,565 Linear Feet (9 stream crossings)

	Wet Weather Conveyances 
	No effect
	614 Linear Feet (4 WWC crossings)

	Ponds 
	No effect
	 0.47 acre (3 ponds)

	303(d) Listed Streams 
	No effect
	No effect

	Wetlands
	No effect
	4.41 acres(21 wetlands)

	Federally Listed Threatened or Endangered Species 
	No effect
	· May affect, but not likely to adversely affect, the Cumberland Elktoe, Indiana Bat, Gray Bat; and
· No-Effect determination for the Green Pitcherplant. 

	State-Listed Species
	No effect
	· May affect, but not likely to adversely affect, the Obey Crayfish, Eastern Big-Eared Bat and Eastern Small-Footed Bat; and
· No-Effect determination on all other state listed species.

	Construction
	No effect
	· Temporary traffic detours may be necessary. 
· Temporary utility disruptions could occur. 
· The use of best management practices could avoid or minimize air/noise and sedimentation/erosion impacts.

	Permits
	None required
	· National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
· Class V Inject ion Well Permit, Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation; 
·  Aquatic Resources Alterations Permit, State of Tennessee; and
· Section 404 Permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
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