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“Top 10 Real-Life Body Snatchers”

Sacculina carcini This is a barnacle, a small sea creature with a shell, 
that sticks very tightly and in large numbers to rocks and the bottom 
of boats. But this particular barnacle is a parasitic barnacle. It invades 
crabs and turns them into surrogate mothers.
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“Top 10 Real-Life Body Snatchers”

Sacculina carcini This is a barnacle, a small sea creature with a shell, 
that sticks very tightly and in large numbers to rocks and the bottom 
of boats. But this particular barnacle is a parasitic barnacle. It invades 
crabs and turns them into surrogate mothers. A surrogate mother is 
basically a female that bears a child on behalf of another female. In 
the larval stage, these female barnacles swimming in seawater are 
able to sniff out crabs.
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Surrogate mother: A female that serves as a mom on behalf of 
another female
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“Top 10 Real-Life Body Snatchers”
Sacculina carcini This is a barnacle, a small sea creature with a shell, that 
sticks very tightly and in large numbers to rocks and the bottom of boats. 
But this particular barnacle is a parasitic barnacle. It invades crabs and 
turns them into surrogate mothers. A surrogate mother is basically a 
female that bears a child on behalf of another female. In the larval stage, 
these female barnacles swimming in seawater are able to sniff out crabs. 
They tend to latch onto European green crabs, an invasive species native to 
the northeast Atlantic. Once the parasite lands on a crab, it makes its way 
to a joint in the crustacean’s, or the crab’s, exoskeleton.
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“Top 10 Real-Life Body Snatchers”
Sacculina carcini This is a barnacle, a small sea creature with a shell, that sticks 
very tightly and in large numbers to rocks and the bottom of boats. But this 
particular barnacle is a parasitic barnacle. It invades crabs and turns them into 
surrogate mothers. A surrogate mother is basically a female that bears a child on 
behalf of another female. In the larval stage, these female barnacles swimming in 
seawater are able to sniff out crabs. They tend to latch onto European green 
crabs, an invasive species native to the northeast Atlantic. Once the parasite 
lands on a crab, it makes its way to a joint in the crustacean’s, or the crab’s, 
exoskeleton. The barnacle sheds a good portion of its body and, slim as a slug, 
slips into the hole at the base one of the crab’s hairs. The parasite travels to the 
tail end of the crab, where it camps out.
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“Top 10 Real-Life Body Snatchers”
Sacculina carcini This is a barnacle, a small sea creature with a shell, that sticks 
very tightly and in large numbers to rocks and the bottom of boats. But this 
particular barnacle is a parasitic barnacle. It invades crabs and turns them into 
surrogate mothers. A surrogate mother is basically a female that bears a child on 
behalf of another female. In the larval stage, these female barnacles swimming in 
seawater are able to sniff out crabs. They tend to latch onto European green 
crabs, an invasive species native to the northeast Atlantic. Once the parasite 
lands on a crab, it makes its way to a joint in the crustacean’s, or the crab’s, 
exoskeleton. The barnacle sheds a good portion of its body and, slim as a slug, 
slips into the hole at the base one of the crab’s hairs. The parasite travels to the 
tail end of the crab, where it camps out. The Sacculina, or parasitic barnacle, 
grows tendrils that wrap like vines around the inside of the crab, and it pilfers, or 
steals, nutrients from the crab’s blood. If a male barnacle locates the bulge on the 
crab’s underside where the female resides, he too squeezes in and fertilizes the 
female’s eggs.
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“Top 10 Real-Life Body Snatchers”
Sacculina carcini This is a barnacle, a small sea creature with a shell, that sticks very 
tightly and in large numbers to rocks and the bottom of boats. But this particular 
barnacle is a parasitic barnacle. It invades crabs and turns them into surrogate mothers. 
A surrogate mother is basically a female that bears a child on behalf of another female. 
In the larval stage, these female barnacles swimming in seawater are able to sniff out 
crabs. They tend to latch onto European green crabs, an invasive species native to the 
northeast Atlantic. Once the parasite lands on a crab, it makes its way to a joint in the 
crustacean’s, or the crab’s, exoskeleton. The barnacle sheds a good portion of its body 
and, slim as a slug, slips into the hole at the base one of the crab’s hairs. The parasite 
travels to the tail end of the crab, where it camps out. The Sacculina, or parasitic 
barnacle, grows tendrils that wrap like vines around the inside of the crab, and it pilfers, 
or steals, nutrients from the crab’s blood. If a male barnacle locates the bulge on the 
crab’s underside where the female resides, he too squeezes in and fertilizes the female’s 
eggs. Crabs infected with Sacculina are essentially sterilized by it. But since the parasite’s 
eggs sit in the same place where the crab would carry an egg pouch, the crab cares for 
them as if they were its own.
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Sterilized: Unable to lay eggs
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“Top 10 Real-Life Body Snatchers”
Sacculina carcini This is a barnacle, a small sea creature with a shell, that sticks very tightly and in 
large numbers to rocks and the bottom of boats. But this particular barnacle is a parasitic 
barnacle. It invades crabs and turns them into surrogate mothers. A surrogate mother is basically 
a female that bears a child on behalf of another female. In the larval stage, these female 
barnacles swimming in seawater are able to sniff out crabs. They tend to latch onto European 
green crabs, an invasive species native to the northeast Atlantic. Once the parasite lands on a 
crab, it makes its way to a joint in the crustacean’s, or the crab’s, exoskeleton. The barnacle sheds 
a good portion of its body and, slim as a slug, slips into the hole at the base one of the crab’s 
hairs. The parasite travels to the tail end of the crab, where it camps out. The Sacculina, or 
parasitic barnacle, grows tendrils that wrap like vines around the inside of the crab, and it pilfers, 
or steals, nutrients from the crab’s blood. If a male barnacle locates the bulge on the crab’s 
underside where the female resides, he too squeezes in and fertilizes the female’s eggs. Crabs 
infected with Sacculina are essentially sterilized by it. But since the parasite’s eggs sit in the same 
place where the crab would carry an egg pouch, the crab cares for them as if they were its own.
Even if the crab is a male, it takes on the maternal role. When the larvae have developed enough 
to exist on their own, the crab goes to a high rock, where it bobs up and down as it pushes the 
Sacculina larvae out.
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• A parasitic barnacle invades crabs to turn them into surrogate 
mothers. 

• A surrogate mother is basically a substitute mom. 

• In the larval stage, the female barnacles swimming around in 
seawater use their sense of smell to locate crabs. 
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Simile: A figure of speech that directly compares two unlike things 
using the words “like” or “as.”
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Alliteration: Words closely together that have the same initial 
consonant sound.
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• Now that the barnacle has invaded the crab, it travels to the tail end 
of the crab. 

• There it grows tendrils or threadlike arms that wrap around the 
inside of the crab to steal its blood. 

• If it happens to be a male barnacle, it find a spot on the crab’s 
underside where the female stays and he fertilizes the female’s 
eggs.
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• The crabs infected with the parasite cannot have babies. 

• But since the parasite’s eggs sit in the same place that the crab 
usually holds its eggs, the crab takes care of them as if they were 
her own. Like a substitute mom, or a surrogate mom. 

• This happens even when the crab is male. It acts like a mom too. 

• Then, when the larvae are big enough to be on their own, the crab 
goes to a rock, waves its claws in the water, and pushes the parasite 
larvae out.
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Crustacean: A type of animal that lives in water and that has a hard 
shell and many legs.
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Polymorphus paradoxus. Pond- and river-dwelling crustaceans called 
Gammarus lacustris typically dart deep into the water, away from 
light, when ducks are at the surface. But when the crustaceans are 
infected with Polymorphus paradoxus, a type of thorny-headed 
worm, they practically throw themselves at their predators.
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Polymorphus paradoxus. Pond- and river-dwelling crustaceans called 
Gammarus lacustris typically dart deep into the water, away from 
light, when ducks are at the surface. But when the crustaceans are 
infected with Polymorphus paradoxus, a type of thorny-headed 
worm, they practically throw themselves at their predators. Oddly 
attracted to light, the parasitized crustacean swims to the surface and 
clings to a rock or plant. There, fully exposed, the crustacean is more 
likely to get eaten by a duck.
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Polymorphus paradoxus. Pond- and river-dwelling crustaceans called 
Gammarus lacustris typically dart deep into the water, away from light, 
when ducks are at the surface. But when the crustaceans are infected with 
Polymorphus paradoxus, a type of thorny-headed worm, they practically 
throw themselves at their predators. Oddly attracted to light, the 
parasitized crustacean swims to the surface and clings to a rock or plant. 
There, fully exposed, the crustacean is more likely to get eaten by a duck. 
Inside a duck is exactly where the parasite needs to be to reach adulthood. 
The clinging position of the crab on the rock is the same one that the male 
crustacean takes while mating. Scientists speculate that the parasite 
increases serotonin, or hormone, levels in the crustacean, perhaps making 
it think it is mating.
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• This parasitic relationship involves a thorny-headed worm and a 
crustacean.

• A crustacean is a sea-dweller with a hard shell. 

• They usually like to stay in places out of the light so they are not spotted 
by predators, like ducks. 

• But when a parasite infects the crustacean, it literally does the opposite. 
It swims toward the light and makes itself more visible to ducks.

• The parasite needs to be inside the duck in order to reach adulthood.

• When the crustacean is clinging to the rock and basically begging the 
duck to eat it, it is making the same motion that it does while mating. 

• Scientists think that the parasite increases serotonin, or hormone levels, 
in the crustacean, possibly making it think it is mating.
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In a brief essay, compare and contrast the parasitic 
relationships discussed today. 

What are the similarities between the barnacle and the crab 
relationship, and the thorny-headed worm and the 
crustacean relationship? 

What are the important differences between them? 

Be sure to use specific details from your notes to support 
your answers.
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	This is a barnacle, a small sea creature with a shell, that sticks very 
	tightly and in large numbers to rocks and the bottom of boats. But this particular 
	barnacle is a parasitic barnacle. It invades crabs and turns them into surrogate mothers
	. 
	A 
	surrogate mother is basically a female that bears a child on behalf of another female. 
	In the larval stage, these female barnacles swimming in seawater are able to sniff out 
	crabs
	. 
	They tend to latch onto European green crabs, an invasive species native to the 
	northeast Atlantic. Once the parasite lands on a crab, it makes its way to a joint in the 
	crustacean’s, or the crab’s, exoskeleton
	. 
	The
	barnacle sheds a good portion of its body 
	and, slim as a slug, slips into the hole at the base one of the crab’s hairs. The parasite 
	travels to the tail end of the crab, where it camps out
	. 
	The 
	Sacculina
	,
	or parasitic 
	barnacle, grows tendrils that wrap like vines around the inside of the crab, and it pilfers, 
	or steals, nutrients from the crab’s blood. If a male barnacle locates the bulge on the 
	crab’s underside where the female resides, he too squeezes in and fertilizes the female’s 
	eggs
	.
	Crabs 
	infected with 
	Sacculina
	are essentially sterilized by it. But since the parasite’s 
	eggs sit in the same place where the crab would carry an egg pouch, the crab cares for 
	them as if they were its own
	.
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	Even 
	if the crab is a male, it takes on the maternal role. When the larvae have developed enough 
	to exist on their own, the crab goes to a high rock, where it bobs up and down as it pushes the 
	Sacculina
	larvae out
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	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	A parasitic barnacle invades crabs to turn them into surrogate 
	mothers. 


	•
	•
	•
	A 
	surrogate mother is basically a substitute mom. 


	•
	•
	•
	In 
	the larval stage, the female barnacles swimming around in 
	seawater use their sense of smell to locate crabs. 
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	Simile: A figure 
	Simile: A figure 
	Simile: A figure 
	of speech that directly compares two unlike things 
	using the words “like” or “as
	.”
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	Alliteration: Words 
	Alliteration: Words 
	Alliteration: Words 
	closely together that have the same initial 
	consonant sound.
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	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	Now that the barnacle has invaded the crab, it travels to the tail end 
	of the crab. 


	•
	•
	•
	There 
	it grows tendrils or threadlike arms that wrap around the 
	inside of the crab to steal its blood. 


	•
	•
	•
	If 
	it happens to be a male barnacle, it find a spot on the crab’s 
	underside where the female stays and he fertilizes the female’s 
	eggs.
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	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	The crabs infected with the parasite cannot have babies. 


	•
	•
	•
	But 
	since the parasite’s eggs sit in the same place that the crab 
	usually holds its eggs, the crab takes care of them as if they were 
	her own. Like a substitute mom, or a surrogate mom. 


	•
	•
	•
	This 
	happens even when the crab is male. It acts like a mom too. 


	•
	•
	•
	Then
	, when the larvae are big enough to be on their own, the crab 
	goes to a rock, waves its claws in the water, and pushes the parasite 
	larvae out
	.
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	Crustacean: A 
	Crustacean: A 
	Crustacean: A 
	type of animal that lives in water and that has a hard 
	shell and many legs
	.


	Slide 32
	Slide 32
	Slide 32



	Slide
	Span
	Polymorphus 
	Polymorphus 
	Polymorphus 
	paradoxus
	. 
	Pond
	-
	and river
	-
	dwelling crustaceans called 
	Gammarus
	lacustris
	typically dart deep into the water, away from 
	light, when ducks are at the surface. But when the crustaceans are 
	infected with 
	Polymorphus 
	paradoxus
	, 
	a type of thorny
	-
	headed 
	worm, they practically throw themselves at their predators
	.
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	and river
	-
	dwelling crustaceans called 
	Gammarus
	lacustris
	typically dart deep into the water, away from 
	light, when ducks are at the surface. But when the crustaceans are 
	infected with 
	Polymorphus 
	paradoxus
	, 
	a type of thorny
	-
	headed 
	worm, they practically throw themselves at their predators
	. 
	Oddly 
	attracted to light, the parasitized crustacean swims to the surface and 
	clings to a rock or plant. There, fully exposed, the crustacean is more 
	likely to get eaten by a 
	duck
	.
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	Gammarus
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	typically dart deep into the water, away from light, 
	when ducks are at the surface. But when the crustaceans are infected with 
	Polymorphus 
	paradoxus
	, 
	a type of thorny
	-
	headed worm, they practically 
	throw themselves at their predators
	. Oddly 
	attracted to light, the 
	parasitized crustacean swims to the surface and clings to a rock or plant. 
	There, fully exposed, the crustacean is more likely to get eaten by a duck
	. 
	Inside 
	a duck is exactly where the parasite needs to be to reach adulthood. 
	The clinging position of the crab on the rock is the same one that the male 
	crustacean takes while mating. Scientists speculate that the parasite 
	increases serotonin, or hormone, levels in the crustacean, perhaps making 
	it think it is mating
	.
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	There, fully exposed, the crustacean is more likely to get eaten by a duck
	. 
	Inside 
	a duck is exactly where the parasite needs to be to reach adulthood. 
	The clinging position of the crab on the rock is the same one that the male 
	crustacean takes while mating. Scientists speculate that the parasite 
	increases serotonin, or hormone, levels in the crustacean, perhaps making 
	it think it is mating
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	•
	•
	•
	•
	•
	This parasitic relationship involves a thorny
	-
	headed worm and a 
	crustacean
	.


	•
	•
	•
	A 
	crustacean is a sea
	-
	dweller with a hard shell. 


	•
	•
	•
	They 
	usually like to stay in places out of the light so they are not spotted 
	by predators, like ducks. 


	•
	•
	•
	But 
	when a parasite infects the crustacean, it literally does the opposite. 
	It swims toward the light and makes itself more visible to 
	ducks.


	•
	•
	•
	The parasite 
	needs to be inside the 
	duck in order to reach adulthood.


	•
	•
	•
	When 
	the crustacean is clinging to the rock and basically begging the 
	duck to eat it, it is making the same motion that it does while mating. 


	•
	•
	•
	Scientists 
	think that the parasite increases serotonin, or hormone levels, 
	in the crustacean, possibly making it think it is mating
	.
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	In 
	In 
	In 
	a brief essay, compare and contrast the parasitic 
	relationships 
	discussed 
	today. 

	What 
	What 
	are the similarities between the barnacle and the crab 
	relationship, 
	and the thorny
	-
	headed worm and the 
	crustacean relationship? 

	What 
	What 
	are the important differences between them? 

	Be 
	Be 
	sure to use specific details from your notes to support 
	your answers
	.
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