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[bookmark: h.gjdgxs][bookmark: _GoBack]Handout 2: See It in Action Reflections: Responsibility and Choice
Directions: Consider the following questions to reflect on the videos that you just watched. You can find potential answers to the questions on page 2.
[bookmark: h.1ip9v9pfwy3p]Reflective Questions

How did the teacher promote greater responsibility with her students? How did the teacher introduce responsible decision-making and choice during class?




What social and personal competencies did the lesson emphasize?




In what ways did the teacher help students reflect upon their choices and responsibilities (either academic or social and personal choices)?




What advice did the teacher give to other teachers who want to promote responsibility and choice in their classrooms?


Elementary School Video—Two second grade classes (Collin and Leonard)
Video 1  https://youtu.be/bbTr2dFt1RA
Bree Collin starts her day off with morning meetings. Morning meetings are a safe and comfortable place to add choice because students have a responsibility to participate in the meeting, and they have a choice of what they say or how they participate. For example, students have a choice to greet one another: fist bump, high five, or handshake. The meeting continues with a discussion of the book “Rainbow Fish” in which they discuss the choices that the main character had to make and if the choices were safe and responsible.  
To get students thinking about which classroom job they want to apply for, Maggie Leonard uses an anchor chart in her lesson about responsibility. She also utilizes responsibility and choice in her classroom through think sheets. Think sheets allow students to reflect on how their behavior has affected others and what choices they could have made differently. For our students to be successful in life, they need to reflect on their choices, and they need to be able to resolve conflict.
Secondary School Video—Eighth grade English language arts class (Stratton)
Video 2  https://youtu.be/_tSE6SynNc4 
Sharon Stratton conducts a lesson on text structure by having students choose two out of five possible texts to compare and contrast text structure. Her students have requested having more choice in the classroom. She says that to provide choice, you must know your students and what their needs are. Allowing student choice gives students ownership of their work. They are also more likely to take responsibility for the choices they make.
This work is in the Public Domain. It was originally produced, at least in part, by the Center on Great Teachers and Leaders and the Appalachia Regional Comprehensive Center with funds from the U.S. Department of Education under cooperative agreement numbers S283B120021 and S283B120023. The content does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the U.S. Department of Education nor does mention of trade names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government.
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