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[image: ] THIRD GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS SCREENING INSTRUMENT

SECTION I: NON-NEGOTIABLE ALIGNMENT CRITERIA
All submissions must be aligned to the Tennessee Social Studies Standards and therefore must meet the non-negotiable criteria of Section I prior to moving to Section II. 
Note: The Tennessee standards including the introduction and grade level standards appropriate to this screening instrument and this screening instrument should be read in full prior to reviewing materials. Evaluators of materials must be well versed in the standards for the grade/course(s) aligned to the materials in question, how the content fits into the progressions in the content standards, and the expectations of the standards. Additionally, special attention should be made to the Social Studies Practices, which are specific skills that students should apply when learning about social studies. The Social Studies Practices should be applied regularly in the classroom and guide inquiry and critical thinking and are not to be done in isolation. 


THIRD GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES, PART 1
Geography and Economics

Course Description: Third grade students will gain a foundation in geography, as well as learn world geography, United States geography, and Tennessee geography. In addition, students will learn basic terminology and study the role of economics through the lens of Tennessee. Students will develop skills across the six essential elements of geography: the world in spatial terms, places and regions, physical systems, human systems, environment and society, and the uses of geography.

Note: There are instances in the standards where examples are given. The following should be used as a reference for when for those examples:
Including: used to say that a person or thing is a part of a group
i.e.: “that is” or “in other words”; specific examples that should be used
e.g.: “for example”; examples that could be used, but examples are not limited to those listed

SECTION I: NON-NEGOTIABLE ALIGNMENT CRITERIA
All submissions must be aligned to the Tennessee State Social Studies Standards and therefore must meet 100% of the non-negotiable criteria of Section I prior to moving to Section II. 
	SECTION I. Alignment to Tennessee State Social Studies Standards

Part A. The instructional materials represent 100% alignment with the Tennessee State Social Studies Standards and explicitly focus teaching and learning on the grade level standards, topics, and content strands at a level of rigor necessary for students to reach mastery:

	Geography: Maps and Globes
	Yes
	No
	Evidence (e.g., page numbers and/or examples of inclusion)

	Standard Number
	Content Standard
	
	
	

	3.01
	Analyze maps and globes using common terms, including:
	
	
	

	
	· Country	
· Equator	
· Hemisphere
· Latitude 
· Longitude
	· North Pole 
· Prime meridian
· Region
· SouthPole
· Time zones
	
	
	

	3.02
	Use cardinal directions, intermediate directions, map scales, legends, and grids to locate major cities in Tennessee and the U.S.
	
	
	

	3.03
	
Examine major physical features on globes and maps, including:

	
	
	

	
	· Basin
· Bay
· Canal
· Canyon
· Delta	
	· Desert
· Gulf
· Island
· Isthmus
· Mountain
	· Ocean
· Peninsula
· Plain
· Plateau
· River
	· Sea
· Strait
· Stream
· Valley
	
	
	

	3.04
	Examine major political features on globes and maps, including: boundaries, cities, highways, railroads, and roads.
	
	
	

	3.05
	Use different types of maps (e.g., political, physical, population, resource, and climate), graphs, and charts to interpret geographic information.
	
	
	

	Note: There are instances in the standards where examples are given. The following should be used as a reference for when those examples are given:
Including: used to say that a person or thing is a part of a group.
e.g.: “for example”; examples that could be used, but examples are not limited to those listed

	World Geography
	Yes
	No
	Evidence (e.g., page numbers and/or examples of inclusion)

	Standard Number
	Content Standard
	
	
	

	3.06
	Identify and locate the major continents and oceans using maps and globes:
	
	
	

	
	· Africa
· Antarctica
· Asia
· Australia
	· Europe
· North America
· South America
· Arctic Ocean
	· Atlantic Ocean
· Indian Ocean
· Pacific Ocean
· Southern Ocean
	
	
	

	3.07
	Identify and locate major countries, including:
	
	
	

	
	· Brazil
· China
· Egypt
· France Great Britain
	· India
· Italy
· Japan 
· Russia
· Spain
	
	
	

	3.08
	Identify major physical features of the world, including:
· Rivers—Amazon, Nile
· Mountains and Ranges—Alps, Andes, Himalayas
· Deserts— Gobi, Sahara
· Bodies of Water—Mediterranean Sea, Straits of Magellan
· Landforms—Great Barrier Reef, Niagara Falls
	
	
	

	Note: There are instances in the standards where examples are given. The following should be used as a reference for when those examples are given:
Including: used to say that a person or thing is a part of a group.

	United States and Tennessee Geography
	Yes
	No
	Evidence (e.g., page numbers and/or examples of inclusion)

	Standard Number
	Content Standard
	
	
	

	3.09
	Identify and locate the fifty states of the U.S.
	
	
	

	3.10
	Identify and locate major cities in the U.S., including:
	
	
	

	
	· Chicago
· Los Angeles
· Miami
	· New York City
· Seattle
· Washington, D.C.
	
	
	

	3.11
	Identify major physical features of the U.S., including: 
· Rivers—Colorado, Mississippi, Ohio, Rio Grande
· Mountains—Alaska Range, Appalachian, Rockies
· Bodies of Water—Great Lakes, Gulf of Mexico
· Desert— Great Basin
· Landforms—Grand Canyon, Great Plains
	
	
	

	3.12
	Locate the following cities and physical features in Tennessee:
· Cities—Chattanooga, Knoxville, Memphis, Nashville
· Rivers—Cumberland, Mississippi, Tennessee
· Mountain Range—Great Smoky Mountains
	
	
	

	3.13
	Explain how geographic challenges are met with:
	
	
	

	
	· Bridges
· Canals
· Dams
· Freshwater supply
	· Irrigation systems
· Landfills
· Tunnels
	
	
	

	Note: There are instances in the standards where examples are given. The following should be used as a reference for when those examples are given:
Including: used to say that a person or thing is a part of a group.

	Economics 
	Yes
	No
	Evidence (e.g., page numbers and/or examples of inclusion)

	Standard Number
	Content Standard
	
	
	

	3.14
	Compare natural resources within the three grand divisions of Tennessee, and trace the development of a product from natural resource to a finished product.
	
	
	

	3.15
	Interpret a chart, graph, or resource map of major imports and exports in Tennessee.
	
	
	

	3.16
	Describe how scarcity, supply, and demand affect the prices of products.
	
	
	

	3.17
	Compare and contrast how goods and services are exchanged on local and regional levels.
	
	
	

	3.18
	Analyze how people interact with their environment to satisfy basic needs and wants, including: housing, industry, transportation, and communication.
	
	
	

	Note: There are instances in the standards where examples are given. The following should be used as a reference for when those examples are given:
Including: used to say that a person or thing is a part of a group.




	GRADE 3, PART 1, SECTION IA:
	Yes
	No
	Notes (summary of notes from section IA)

	The instructional materials reviewed in section IA represents 100% alignment with the Tennessee Social Studies Standards and explicitly focuses teaching and learning on the grade level standards at a level of rigor necessary for students to reach mastery.
	
	
	











		SECTION I. Alignment to Tennessee State Social Studies Standards (Grade 3, Part 1)

Part B. Focus: Instruction centers on the grade level topic, content strands, and Social Studies Practices at the level articulated within the standards.

	
	Yes
	No*
	* Evidence of extraneous or inaccurate materials

	Materials focus on the grade level standards (i.e., do not include information from outside of the scope of the grade level standards or use disconnected facts and details).
	
	
	

	Materials are accurate and grade level appropriate.
	
	
	

	Part C. The Content Strands: Supports the use of the content topics found within the Tennessee State Standards through the integration of the content strands.  The content strands are focused on the seven disciplines of social studies and represent a way of categorizing knowledge about the human experience.  The content strands help to organize the various themes of social studies instruction at age-appropriate levels. The content strands should be used within instructional materials to show the interconnectedness of the content strands with each other. 

	Content Strand
	Targets for Content Strand 
	Yes
	No
	Evidence (include evidence of the integration of the content strands)

	Culture
	Use culture and cultural diversity to understand how human beings create, learn, share, and adapt to culture.
	
	
	

	
	Understand the role of culture in shaping lives and society.
	
	
	

	Economics  
	Use economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, issues, and systems.
	
	
	

	
	Make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
	
	
	

	Geography  
	Use knowledge of geographic locations, patterns, and processes to show the interrelationship between the physical environment and human activity.
	
	
	

	
	Explain the interactions that occur in an increasingly interdependent world. 
	
	
	

	
	Use knowledge of perspectives as well as practices and products of cultural, ethnic, and social groups to analyze the impact of their commonality and diversity within local, national, regional, and global settings.
	
	
	

	History
	Use materials drawn from the diversity of the human experience to analyze and interpret significant events, patterns, and themes in history.
	
	
	

	Tennessee History 
	Students will use materials drawn from various sources to explore history through a Tennessee lens while focusing on the events, patterns, and themes that impacted both the U.S. and Tennessee. 
This course has embedded and implied Tennessee history content.
	
	
	

	Additional comments on integration of the content strands into the materials:










	Part D. Social Studies Practices:  Social studies practices are specific skills that students should apply when learning social studies. They provide learning experiences that support a progression of student competencies and skills through active engagement and the continuous refinement of knowledge and ability through the content topics found in the grade or course level standards. Instructional materials should provide resources through which teachers engage in the SSP. This may include but are not limited to the following:  graphics, artifacts, media sources, technology sources, and other Primary and Secondary sources.

	Social Studies Practices
	Targets for the Social Studies Practices
	Yes
	No
	Evidence (include evidence of knowledge and skill progression within units, grade level, and between grade levels)

	SSP.01
	Gather information from a variety of primary and secondary sources.
	
	
	

	SSP.02 
	Critically examine primary or secondary source(s).
	
	
	

	SSP.03 
	Organize data from a variety of sources. 
	
	
	

	SSP.04
	Construct and communicate arguments supported by evidence. 
	
	
	

	SSP.05 
	Develop historical awareness.
	
	
	

	SSP.06 
	Develop geographic awareness. 
	
	
	

	Additional comments on the Social Studies Practices within materials: 








THIRD GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES, PART 2
Early American and Tennessee History

Course Description: Students will study the indigenous people of North America and European exploration. Students will describe early North American and Tennessee settlements and examine the founding of the Thirteen Colonies, their regional geographic features, and the cooperation that existed between American Indians and colonists. Students will use the Social Studies Practices in coordination with the content standards to evaluate evidence, develop comparative and causal analyses, and interpret primary sources and informational texts in order to construct sound historical arguments and perspectives on which informed decisions can be based.

Note: There are instances in the standards where examples are given. The following should be used as a reference for when those examples are given:
Including: used to say that a person or thing is a part of a group.
i.e.: “that is” or “in other words”; specific examples that should be used
e.g.: “for example”; examples that could be used, but examples are not limited to those listed

SECTION I: NON-NEGOTIABLE ALIGNMENT CRITERIA
All submissions must be aligned to the Tennessee State Social Studies Standards and therefore must meet 100% of the non-negotiable criteria of Section I prior to moving to Section II. 
	SECTION I. Alignment to Tennessee State Social Studies Standards

Part A. The instructional materials represent 100% alignment with the Tennessee State Social Studies Standards and explicitly focus teaching and learning on the grade level standards, topics, and content strands at a level of rigor necessary for students to reach mastery:

	Indigenous Peoples through European Exploration (prior to 1585)
	Yes
	No
	Evidence  (e.g., page numbers and/or examples of inclusion)

	Standard Number
	Content Standard
	
	
	

	3.19
	Compare and contrast the geographic locations and customs (i.e., housing and clothing) of the Northeast, Southeast, and Plains North American Indians.
	
	
	

	3.20
	Describe the conflicts between American Indian nations, including the competing claims for the control of land.
	
	
	

	3.21
	Identify the routes and contributions of early explorers of the Americas, including: Christopher Columbus, Hernando de Soto, Ferdinand Magellan, and Amerigo Vespucci.
	
	
	

	3.22
	Examine how American Indian cultures changed as a result of contact with European cultures, including: decreased population, spread of disease (smallpox), increased conflict, loss of territory, and increase in trade.
	
	
	

	Early North American Settlements (1585-1600s)
	Yes
	No
	Evidence  (e.g., page numbers and/or examples of inclusion)

	Standard Number
	Content Standard
	
	
	

	3.23
	Describe the failure of the lost colony of Roanoke and the theories associated with it.
	
	
	

	3.24
	Explain the significance of the settlement of Jamestown and the role it played in the founding of the U.S.
	
	
	

	3.25
	Explain the significance of the settlements of Massachusetts Bay and Plymouth and the role they played in the settling of our country.
	
	
	

	Note: There are instances in the standards where examples are given. The following should be used as a reference for when those examples are given:
Including: used to say that a person or thing is a part of a group
i.e.: “that is” or “in other words”; specific examples that should be used



	3.26
	Examine how the regional (i.e., New England, Middle, and Southern) geographic features of the Thirteen Colonies influenced their development.
	
	
	

	3.27
	Identify the economic, political, and religious reasons for founding the Thirteen Colonies and the role of indentured servitude and slavery in their settlement.
	
	
	

	3.28
	Identify representative assemblies and town meetings as early democratic practices during the colonial period.
	
	
	

	3.29
	Explain the cooperation that existed between colonists and American Indians during the 1600s and 1700s, including: fur trade, military alliances, treaties, and cultural exchanges.
	
	
	

	3.30
	Examine how long hunters (e.g., Daniel Boone and William Bean) created interest in land west of the Appalachian Mountains.
	
	
	

	3.31
	Describe life on the Tennessee frontier and reasons why settlers moved west.
	
	
	

	Note: There are instances in the standards where examples are given. The following should be used as a reference for when those examples are given:
Including: used to say that a person or thing is a part of a group
i.e.: “that is” or “in other words”; specific examples that should be used
e.g.: “for example”; examples that could be used, but examples are not limited to those listed





	GRADE 3, PART 2, SECTION IA:
	Yes
	No
	Notes (summary of notes from section IA)

	The instructional materials reviewed in section IA represents 100% alignment with the Tennessee Social Studies Standards and explicitly focuses teaching and learning on the grade level standards at a level of rigor necessary for students to reach mastery.
	
	
	











	SECTION I. Alignment to Tennessee State Social Studies Standards

Part B. Focus: Instruction centers on the grade level topic, content strands, and Social Studies Practices at the level articulated within the standards.

	
	Yes
	No*
	* Evidence of extraneous or inaccurate materials

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Materials focus on the grade level standards (i.e., does not include information from outside of the scope of the grade level standards or use disconnected facts and details).
	
	
	

	Materials are accurate and grade level appropriate.
	
	
	

	Part C. Content Strands:  Supports the use of the content topics found within the Tennessee State Standards through the integration of the content strands.  The content strands are focused on the seven disciplines of social studies and represent a way of categorizing knowledge about the human experience.  The content strands help to organize the various themes of social studies instruction at age-appropriate levels. The content strands should be used within instructional materials to show the interconnectedness of the content strands with each other.

	Content Strand
	Targets for Content Strand 
	Yes
	No
	Evidence (include evidence of the integration of the content strands)

	Culture
	Use culture and cultural diversity to understand how human beings create, learn, share, and adapt to culture.
	
	
	

	
	Understand the role of culture in shaping lives and society.
	
	
	

	Economics  
	Use economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, issues, and systems.
	
	
	

	
	Make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
	
	
	

	Geography  
	Use knowledge of geographic locations, patterns, and processes to show the interrelationship between the physical environment and human activity.
	
	
	

	
	Explain the interactions that occur in an increasingly interdependent world. 
	
	
	

	
	Use knowledge of perspectives as well as practices and products of cultural, ethnic, and social groups to analyze the impact of their commonality and diversity within local, national, regional, and global settings.
	
	
	

	History
	Use materials drawn from the diversity of the human experience to analyze and interpret significant events, patterns, and themes in history.

	
	
	

	
	United States History
	
	
	

	Politics (Politics/ Government)
	Use knowledge of the purposes, structures, and processes of political systems at the local, state, national, and international levels.  
	
	
	

	
	Understand that people create systems of government as structures of power and authority to provide order, maintain stability, and promote the general welfare.
	
	
	

	
	Use knowledge of the rights and responsibilities of citizenship in order to examine and evaluate civic ideals and to participate in community life and the American democratic system.
	
	
	

	Tennessee History 
	Students will use materials drawn from various sources to explore history through a Tennessee lens while focusing on the events, patterns, and themes that impacted both the U.S. and Tennessee. 
This course has embedded and implied Tennessee history content.
	
	
	

	Additional comments on integration of the content strands into the materials:






	Part D. Social Studies Practices:  Social studies practices are specific skills that students should apply when learning social studies. They provide learning experiences that support a progression of student competencies and skills through active engagement and the continuous refinement of knowledge and ability through the content topics found in the grade or course level standards. Instructional materials should provide resources through which teachers engage in the SSP. This may include but are not limited to the following:  graphics, artifacts, media sources, technology sources, and other Primary and Secondary sources.

	Social Studies Practices
	Targets for the Social Studies Practices
	Yes
	No
	Evidence (include evidence of knowledge and skill progression within units, grade level, and between grade levels)

	SSP.01
	Gather information from a variety of primary and secondary sources.
	
	
	

	SSP.02 
	Critically examine primary or secondary source(s).
	
	
	

	SSP.03 
	Organize data from a variety of sources. 
	
	
	

	SSP.04
	Construct and communicate arguments supported by evidence. 
	
	
	

	SSP.05 
	Develop historical awareness.
	
	
	

	SSP.06 
	Develop geographic awareness. 
	
	
	

	Additional comments on the Social Studies Practices within materials: 










	Part E. Tennessee Code Annotated: Supports the various laws mandated by the Tennessee General Assembly and ensures that appropriate attention is given to these specific areas. 

	
	Yes
	No
	Evidence (include evidence of the use of T.C.A. related materials within units, grade level, and between grade levels)

	T.C.A. § 49-6-1006 The course of instruction in all public schools should include, at some appropriate grade level or levels, as determined by the local board of education, courses and content designed to educate children in black history and culture and the contribution of black people to the history and development of this country and of the world. The general assembly finds that the goal of curriculum shall include the history, heritage, culture, experience and ultimate destiny of all social, ethnic, gender and national groups and individuals, and that such are represented as interdependent, interactive and complementary. The state board of education shall include multicultural diversity when developing frameworks and curricula to be taught at appropriate grade levels kindergarten through grade twelve (K-12).
	
	
	

	Additional comments on T.C.A. within materials:














THIRD GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES, PART 1 and 2
SECTION II: ADDITIONAL ALIGNMENT CRITERIA AND INDICATORS OF QUALITY
All submissions must be aligned to the Tennessee State Social Studies Standards and therefore must meet 100% of the non-negotiable criteria of Section I prior to moving to Section II.
	SECTION II: ADDITIONAL ALIGNMENT CRITERIA AND INDICATORS OF QUALITY

Part A. Key Areas of Focus

	
	Yes
	No
	Evidence

	Rigor: Learning experiences provide opportunities for thought, discourse, and practice in an interconnected and social context.  
	
	
	

	Coherence: Units and instructional sequences are coherent and organized in a logical manner that builds upon knowledge and skills learned in prior grades or earlier in the year. 
	
	
	

	Literacy: Supports student communication within a historical context through providing consistent opportunities for students to utilize literacy skills in reading, writing, vocabulary, speaking and listening.

	


	
	

	
	Evidence

	A Note on Bias and Sensitivity: Social, ethnic, racial, religious, and gender bias is best determined at the local level where educators have in-depth knowledge of the culture and values of the community in which students live. 
As you review materials, please note any possible bias/sensitivity issues for use at the local level. 
	



	SECTION II: ADDITIONAL ALIGNMENT CRITERIA AND INDICATORS OF QUALITY

Part B. Student Engagement and Instructional Supports. 

	
	Yes
	No
	Evidence and/or comments

	a. Engages students through real-world, relevant, thought-provoking questions, problems, and tasks that stimulate interest and elicit critical thinking and problem solving.

	
	
	

	b. Includes differentiated materials that provides support for the following: ELL students, students with disabilities, or struggling learners.
	
	
	

	c. Includes differentiated materials that provides support for students approaching mastery as well as extensions for students already meeting mastery or with high interest.
	
	
	





	SECTION II: ADDITIONAL ALIGNMENT CRITERIA AND INDICATORS OF QUALITY

Part C. Monitoring Student Progress

	
	Yes
	No
	Evidence and/or comments

	a. Assessments collect data on all topics, content strands, and social studies practices within each grade level and allow students to show mastery in concert with each other (e.g., assessments are contextualized and serve to address specific events/topics or answer specific questions).
	
	
	

	b. Assesses student mastery using methods that are unbiased and accessible to all students.
	
	
	

	c. Includes aligned rubrics or scoring guidelines that provide sufficient guidance for interpreting student performance.

	
	
	

	d. Uses varied modes of curriculum embedded assessments that may include pre-, formative-, summative-, and self-assessment measures.
	
	
	

	e. Assessments are embedded throughout instructional materials as tools for students’ learning and teachers’ monitoring of instruction.
	
	
	

	f. Assessments provide teachers with a range of data to inform instruction.
	
	
	





	SECTION II: ADDITIONAL ALIGNMENT CRITERIA AND INDICATORS OF QUALITY

Part D. Teacher Support Materials

	
	Yes
	No
	Evidence

	a. Provides grade-level background information and context to guide integration of all topics, content strands, and social studies practices within the lessons, units, and grade.
	
	
	

	b. Includes strategies that assist teachers in incorporating appropriate and integral connections between social studies and other subject areas (e.g., mathematics, ELA, science, visual and performing arts, CTE)
	
	
	

	c. Provides strategies and guidance to support the inclusion of “hands-on” activities with other practices (e.g., asking questions, engagement in argument).
	
	
	

	d. Strategies included to assist teachers in identifying student misconceptions and the reason(s) that prevent student mastery of the topics, content strands, and social studies practices within the standards.
	
	
	

	e. Includes strategies to help teachers identify ways in which activities or learning experiences can be contextualized to the school environment (e.g., place- based learning experiences).  
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