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OFFICE OF ENERGY PROGRAMS

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation’s Office of Energy Programs (TDEC OEP) provides
education, outreach, technical assistance, and/or funding and financing opportunities for the following:

energy efficiency

energy management

renewable energy

energy security planning, preparedness, and response
energy in transportation

OEP is comprised of two sections: the State Energy Office (SEO) and the State Facility Utility Management Section
(SFUM). Through its activities, OEP promotes the efficient, effective use of energy to enhance the environmental and
economic health of the state. Learn more about OEP at http://www.tn.gov/environment/energy.

ANNUAL REPORT REQUIREMENTS

Tenn. Code Ann. 88 4-3-510(9) and 4-3-1012(b)(5) require TDEC OEP to submit annual reports to the Governor, the
Speakers of the Senate and House of Representatives, and the Chair of the Senate and House Committees on
government operations, energy, and conservation, or their successor committees. TDEC OEP's Program Year runs
concurrent with the Federal Fiscal year; thus, this combined report covers the period from October 1, 2021, through
September 30, 2022.

ii
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TENNESSEE'S STATE ENERGY OFFICE

TDEC OEP serves as the Governor-designated SEO for the State of Tennessee. The SEO is tasked with developing and
overseeing energy-related programs and initiatives that promote a cleaner environment and a stronger economy. The
SEO's activities fall into five main areas of focus: energy security planning, preparedness, and response; K-12 energy
education; energy in transportation; clean energy financing; and stakeholder collaboration and outreach.

The SEO receives annual formula funding from the U.S. Department of Energy (U.S. DOE) State Energy Program (SEP).
SEP provides funding and technical assistance to states, territories, and the District of Columbia to enhance energy
security, advance state-led energy initiatives, and maximize the benefits of decreasing energy waste.
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Energy Security

Planning,
Preparedness,

and Response

Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. §4-3-510, OEP has the duty
and responsibility to “promote state and local energy
emergency preparedness in coordination with other
appropriate state agencies, such as the military
department.” Subsequently, OEP is responsible for
coordinating Emergency Support Function 12 - Energy
(ESF-12) activities related to transportation and heating
fuels under the Tennessee Emergency Management
Plan to enhance Tennessee's preparedness for
disruptions to the state’s energy resources.

This work includes the ongoing management of the
State’s Energy Security Plan, the Tennessee Petroleum
Shortage Response Guidance, OEP's Standard Operating
Procedures checklists, and other energy emergency
response reference materials in cooperation with other
State agencies and private industry stakeholders.
Tennessee's strategic plans and operating procedures
are often cited by U.S. DOE as good resources for other
SEOs across the country to reference and emulate.

ESF-12 activities also require OEP staff to attend U.S.
DOE energy emergency planning seminars, participate
in training exercises, and serve as the primary ESF-12
Emergency Services Coordinators (ESCs) for the
Tennessee Emergency Management Agency (TEMA). In
addition, OEP staff members serve as the State’s Energy
Emergency Assurance Coordinators (EEACs) for the U.S.
DOFE's Office of Cybersecurity, Energy Security, and
Emergency Response (CESER). Under this program,
EEACs act as points of contact in each state during
energy emergencies.

State Heating Oil and Propane Program

As participants in the U.S. DOE State Heating Oil and
Propane Program, OEP collects weekly propane prices
during the winter heating season from a random sample
of propane distributors across the state. OEP shares this
data with the Energy Information Administration (EIA),
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which publishes the data to assist government and
private sector entities with monitoring winter propane
markets.

Energy Security Planning and Preparedness

* The Tennessee Energy Security Plan was revised to
reflect operational lessons learned during the COVID-
19 pandemic and recent fuel emergencies. The
revision included improvements to the cyber,
mitigation, and interdependencies sections. The State
Energy Profile section information was also updated
to reflect data published by EIA in 2022. The revised
plan was officially adopted in September 2022.

» OEP serves as the Vice-Chair of the State Mitigation
Planning Committee, which includes the TDEC Office
of Policy and Sustainable Practices, TDEC Office of
Emergency Services, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
TEMA Planning staff, and TEMA Mitigation staff.

» The Primary ESC began working with the Tennessee
Department of Homeland Security and TEMA
Planning to establish critical infrastructure surveys in
each county. The survey data will include information
regarding the backup generation status for critical
infrastructure and will be integrated into the Hazard
Mitigation Planning cycle for each county's Hazard
Mitigation Plan.

Energy Security Education and Outreach

The OEP Primary ESC served as Energy Security
Committee Chair for the National Association of State
Energy Officials (NASEO) and co-hosted national
webinars, reviewed NASEO documents, trained energy
security staff in other states, participated in U.S. DOE's
State Energy Security Training Working Group, and

1. EIA makes this data available through its Winter Heating Fuels website,
which is updated weekly during the winter heating season (October 1
through March 31): https://www.eia.gov/special/heatingfuels/#/US-
TN:propane:week. For additional information, EIA releases its “This Week
in Petroleum” report every Thursday:
https://www.eia.gov/petroleum/weekly/
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Additionally, OEP engaged in several awareness efforts
on the topic of energy security:

e Outreach: OEP distributed an Energy Security
Quarterly Newsletter to stakeholders in the public
and private sectors. The newsletter shared data, case
studies, and news items related to energy security
and included information on cybersecurity, EIA's
short-term energy outlook, seasonal weather
concerns, and more. OEP ESCs also prepared several
articles on energy resilience for the TDEC Green Star
Partnership quarterly newsletter, which was
distributed to industrial and public sector
stakeholders across the state.

» Workshops: OEP ESCs conducted energy security
workshops and webinars on a variety of topics,
including  fuel supply, cybersecurity, hazard
mitigation, energy data analysis, power grid, and the
protection of critical infrastructure information
during energy emergencies. The team worked with
partners TEMA, NASEO, U.S. DOFE's CESER, the
Cybersecurity Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA),
and the Tennessee Department of Safety and
Homeland Security to conduct these training
sessions.

» Stakeholder Education: OEP also participated in
targeted engagement and education activities,
including the preparation and presentation of
situation briefs for energy security stakeholders (e.g.,
TDEC, CISA, TEMA, Tennessee Department of
Transportation [TDOT], Governor's Office, U.S. DOE)
on the Tennessee Energy Security checklist,
Tennessee Energy Security Plan, Petroleum Shortage
Response Guidance, fuel supply chain, pending
pipeline and terminal projects, and the State’s
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Energy Security Preparedness and Training Exercises

OEP ESCs participated in several training exercises and
energy security briefings with industry personnel,
including the following:

e The Oak Ridge National Lab Y-12 annual onsite
tabletop exercise, in addition to meetings with the
Tennessee National Guard and Y-12 emergency
services staff, as well as a meeting with the National
Guard and the City of Oak Ridge Emergency
Operations Center staff;

* An EPA Region 4 Water Security cybersecurity virtual
tabletop exercise;

e The U.S. Coast Guard tabletop exercise regarding a
hypothetical oil spill in the Cumberland River;

e« The annual State Emergency Operations Center
training, including a Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA)
Nuclear Plant Integrated Training drill, TVA Nuclear
Plant Emergency training, and a U.S. DOE Oak Ridge
Reservation emergency exercise; and

» ExxonMobil Pipeline Terminal tabletop exercises for
the Nashville and Memphis terminals.

Additionally, the Primary ESC facilitated the NASEO-
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association
Fractured Freeze: Disaster Response Exercise. The
exercise focused on building relationships between rural
electric cooperative statewide coordinators and the
state energy offices and had attendees from 19 states.

Event Spotlight: Operation Catfish - Electricity Outage
Tabletop Exercise and Workshop

OEP hosted and facilitated Operation Catfish: Electricity
Outage Tabletop Exercise and Workshop in Franklin.
This regional exercise included ninety participants from
eight states, including representation from all levels of
government and the private sector. The workshop
featured expert speakers who discussed how the
electric grid works at all levels, from electricity
generation to local delivery.

Other presentations focused on grid resilience energy
projects, physical grid security, and hazard mitigation
funding opportunities. U.S. DOE CESER, CISA, and the
Electricity Information Sharing and Analysis Center gave
briefings on recent cyber incidents impacting the energy
sector and discussed available federal and private
resources to assist with cybersecurity.

TEMA, TVA, and NASEO «collaborated on the
development of the Situational Manual, which is now
available for other State Energy Offices and state
emergency management agencies for duplication and
reference. OEP collaborated with pipeline companies,
local power companies, and the National Weather
Service to validate the scenario’s technical aspects. The
exercise scenario involved hypothetical severe winter
weather, a bomb cyclone causing long-term power
outages, and further complications from a “catfish”-
based cyberattack impacting operations of a natural gas
pipeline.

TDEC OEP Primary ESC facilitating Operation Catfish.


https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/national-preparedness/frameworks/mitigation/mitflg

A local IT director who attended the exercise followed
up the following week with a potential cyber issue. To
assist, the Primary ESC connected him with CISA, the
Fusion Center, and the Tennessee Bureau of
Investigation (TBI) Special Agent for Cybersecurity. This
resulted in improvements to the notification process for
ESF-17 Cyber at TEMA's 24-hour operations center.

A TDEC Alternate ESC for the agency attended Operation
Catfish and soon after notified the OEP Primary ESC and
EPA's Office of Water Security of a ransomware attack in
a Tennessee city; the attack impacted the water system'’s
business enterprise systems but not its operations.
Upon learning of the situation from the Alternate ESC,
the Primary ESC notified TEMA ESF-17 Cyber, CISA, the
Fusion Center, and the TBI Special Agent for
Cybersecurity to provide awareness and assistance to
the town. After attending the exercise, the TDEC
Alternate ESC was prepared to respond to the threat.

To view a short video overview of Operation Catfish, visit
https://tinyurl.com/bde4bzd3.

Emergency Response

Tennessee experienced another challenging year of
disasters. Beginning in January 2022, severe winter
weather struck Sevier County, followed in February by
more severe winter weather impacting Shelby County
primarily.

Questions 10 Discuss

Sevier County was affected by severe weather again in
March and April, this time by wildfires, thankfully with
no fatalities. The Primary ESC coordinated with the TDEC
Division of Underground Storage Tanks to alert at-risk
gas stations and notified the Tennessee Fuel and
Convenience Store Association to request that their
members shore up fuel supplies in Sevier and
surrounding counties. For each of these activations, the
Primary ESC served as the Infrastructure Branch
Manager to coordinate activities of TDEC, TDOT, TEMA
Communications, and private sector partners.

During hurricane season, Tennessee often provides
volunteers to respond to emergencies in the Gulf Coast
states. When Hurricane lan hit South Florida, the
Tennessee National Guard responded to mutual aid
requests. The Primary ESC provided the National Guard
with daily U.S. DOE Situational Reports (SitReps), which
detailed key fuel and power outage data that influenced
daily operational decisions in Florida. The Guard used
key figures from the SitReps in daily leadership briefings
and credited OEP and U.S. DOE with providing key
intelligence that led to the successful support of their
deployment in Florida.

Operation Catfish participants during discussion report out.
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K-12 Energy
4 Education

OEP has a long history of supporting K-12 Energy
Education through professional development and
student learning opportunities. OEP’s offerings for the
Program Year included an Energy Education Camp,
workshops for educators and students, outreach
events, and continued support of the National Energy
Education Development (NEED) Project. These offerings
connect the broad topic of energy to science,
technology, engineering, and math (STEM) subjects and
provide educators and students with the knowledge and
resources necessary to teach energy concepts.

OEP strives to prioritize schools in economically
distressed or at-risk counties?2 and/or schools whose
low-income student population is greater than 60% of
the total student body.3

K-12 Energy Education Workshops & Outreach for
Students and Educators

Energy Camp and workshop information was sent to
more than 6,853 educators in all 95 Tennessee counties.
OEP hosted six K-12 Energy Education Workshops and
one K-12 Energy Education Camp throughout 23
counties across all three grand divisions of the State.
These efforts reached more than 450 students and
educators in one distressed county and seven at-risk
counties, and 17 schools whose low-income student
population is greater than 60% of the total student
body.

2. Economically distressed and at-risk counties are defined by the
Appalachian Regional Commission. https://www.arc.gov/classifying-
economic-distress-in-appalachian-counties/. Each year, the ARC prepares
an index of county economic status for every county in the United States.
Economic status designations are identified through a composite
measure of each county's three-year average unemployment rate, per
capita market income, and poverty rate. Based on these indicators, each
county is then categorized as distressed, at-risk, transitional, competitive
or attainment. Distressed counties rank among the 10 percent most
economically distressed counties in the nation.

3. Data used to determine low-income student population percentage of
total student body comes from https://www.greatschools.org/

In Program Year 2022,
OEP reached:

23

counties

450+

students and educators

Energy Education Camp

OEP’s 2022 Energy Education Camp for educators was
held at Montgomery Bell State Park. The tuition-free
camp was comprised of three-day training sessions and
was offered to a total of 40 educators from 22 counties.

The Camp provided energy-related lesson plans and
resources designed for use in the K-12 classroom. These
lessons promoted energy literacy related to STEM
subjects and introduced educators to topics including,
but not limited to, electricity generation, consumption,
and measurement; renewable energy; and energy
efficiency and conservation. Participants received
educational products to utilize in their energy-related
education lessons, including Green Electric Circuits Kits,
Wind Energy Kits, and Kill-A-Watt meters that measure
the energy consumption of appliances, tools, and
devices.

k€ 1ve tau ht for 20 years and the Energy Camp is hands
down the best training | have been to! High quality, easy
to implement activities including teamwork, the
opportunity for hands-on learning, awesome demos,
and ideas fyor review. It's evident how much thought,
preparation, and organization went into this program.”

- Rockvale Middle School, Rutherford County


https://www.arc.gov/classifying-economic-distress-in-appalachian-counties/
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kL First of all, thank you so much /‘or this amazing camp. |
loved all the activities. Especially how | will be able to
modify for many different grade levels. I'm so excited
about the next school year and the A)/ethora of
information | have to take back with me. | really liked
how | can do most of the activities with recycled
materials, things bought in bulk, etc., and not have to
purchase one-time kits. Thanks again for the hard work
you put into this camp. The organization, planning, time
management, everythinf about it was a learning
experience that | can take back to my classroom.”

- Ramer Elementary, McNairy County

Energy Camp participants working on a solar car.

Energy Education Workshops
Humphreys County:

During the early morning of Saturday, August 21, 2021,
heavy rainfall resulted in widespread flash flooding
across western Middle Tennessee. In a catastrophic
situation, much of a five-county area, including
Humphreys County and the cities of Waverly and
McEwen, received up to a quarter of normal annual
rainfall in under twelve hours, totaling up to 10 to 15
inches in many areas.

Waverly Elementary and Middle School are adjacent to
each other along a small creek in Humphreys County.
Waverly Elementary, which has 485 students in Pre-K-
3rd grade, and Waverly Middle School, with 600
students in 4th-8th grade, were not in session when the
17 inches of rain fell. However, this flood, which was the
third flood in a span of 11 years, resulted in these
schools being condemned. Waverly's educators lost
their entire classrooms and years' worth of teaching
materials, and the student populations were relocated
to neighboring schools.

TDEC OEP's K-12 program reached out to the
Humphreys County Director of Schools and Waverly
Elementary and Middle School principals to offer
materials and lesson plans to teachers affected by the
catastrophic flooding. OEP provided materials and
lesson plans for energy education workshops for two
schools:

» Lakeview Elementary

* McEwen Elementary (70% low-income)

Blythe Bower Elementary:

During the Program Year, OEP continued a partnership
with the Creative Discovery Museum in Chattanooga to
offer virtual learning opportunities to Tennessee
students. These virtual lessons were taught through a
View It and Do It format, allowing teachers and students
to experience exciting, hands-on energy lessons either
in the classroom or at home. The View It and Do It
format provided a video of science educators
performing a variety of energy experiments (View It) and
activity kits for students to use to conduct their own
energy experiments after watching the lesson (Do It).
Lesson offerings included Forces and Motion, Good
Vibrations: Science of Sound, and Electrified. OEP
conducted two virtual Energy Education Workshops at
Blythe Bower Elementary in Bradley County, which
reported 88% of the student population as low-income,
for 434 students.

Smith County High School:

TDEC OEP partnered with Nashville-based Mr. Bond's
Science Guys to host a live energy education show at
Smith  County High's Summer Freshman Bridge
Program. The show is based on OEP's Energy Education
program and includes demonstrations on energy-
related topics, including sound energy, potential energy,
chemical reactions, and radiant energy. They performed
over a dozen educational experiments during the show.

Students from Waverly Elementary School using
KitBooks.




National Energy Education Development Project

OEP is the state coordinator for the National Energy
Education Development (NEED) Project. The mission of
the NEED Project is to promote an energy-conscious
and educated society by creating effective networks of
students, educators, and business, government, and
community leaders to design and deliver objective,
multi-sided energy education programs. NEED works
with energy companies, agencies, and organizations to
bring balanced energy programs to the nation’s schools,
focusing on strong teacher professional development,
timely and balanced curriculum materials, signature
program  capabilities, and  turnkey  program
management.

During OEP's Energy Education Camps for K-12
educators, teachers learn how to participate in the
NEED Youth Awards for Energy Achievement
competition. Through this competition, teachers take
their energy education program beyond the classroom
and get students involved with school and community
outreach so that they can share what they have learned
about energy efficiency and conservation. Students and
teachers set goals and objectives throughout the year
and keep a record of their activities. Schools then
combine their materials from the year into scrapbook
presentations and submit these presentations to the
competition for review. Winners are selected at the
state level by OEP and are submitted for award
consideration at the national level.

The 2022 NEED Project Youth Award Winners were
announced in June, and Michie Elementary was named
the State School of the Year. Michie Elementary's
Project, “Exploring_Energy,” included activities from a
previous OEP Energy Education Workshop as well as
resources from Energy Camp.

Michie Elementary School students experimenting
with electromagnets.

Energy camp participants testing their wind turbine design.
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Energy in
Transportation
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According to EIA, the transportation sector is
Tennessee's largest energy-consuming end-use sector,
representing 30.6%  of Tennessee's total energy
consumption in 2021." To address this critical energy
sector, OEP promotes and educates Tennessee citizens
about alternative fuels, advanced vehicle technologies,
and sustainable transportation options. By prioritizing
and educating citizens regarding energy use in
transportation, OEP seeks to reduce energy costs within
the transportation sector, increase the energy efficiency
of the transportation sector, enhance resiliency and
emergency preparedness through diversification of
available fuels, and promote economic growth with
improved environmental quality.

Tennessee Sustainable Transportation Forum &
Expo

The Tennessee Sustainable Transportation Forum &
Expo (STF&E) is an annual conference coordinated and
hosted by OEP, TDOT, the TDEC Office of Sustainable
Practices, and the East Tennessee Clean Fuels Coalition.
STF&E allows attendees to share and discover projects
that can reshape what is possible in transportation and
mobility. The research, technology, planning, and policy
developments shared at STF&E aim to improve
transportation efficiency, reduce vehicle emissions, and
address the mobility needs of all. Panelists and
speakers from across the country highlight best
practices to efficiently, affordably, and sustainably
transform transportation systems. Learn more about
STF&E at www.sustainabletransportationforum.com.

The 2021 STF&E was held as a free, two-part webinar
series. These webinars focused on the following topics:

4. Energy Information Administration, “Tennessee State Profile and
Energy Estimates.” Accessed on April 26, 2023.
https://www.eia.gov/state/?sid=TN

o Pedestrian Travel and Safety: Pedestrian travel is
often complicated by limited walkable and bikeable
infrastructure in neighborhoods, which instead
prioritize design that favors automobile traffic. What
are the key aspects of road and city design that help
address these challenges and enhance pedestrian
safety? And what are the overall benefits of granting
greater access to pedestrian travel? The STF&E
panelists discussed these considerations and how to
make walking a safer option for all.

» Sustainable Transportation Opportunities in
Tennessee: This webinar featured a digital “fireside
chat” between TDEC Commissioner David Salyers and
TDOT Deputy Commissioner Preston Elliot,
moderated by Deputy Commissioner Greg Young of
TDEC. Speakers highlighted upcoming opportunities
from the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act that
can support transportation projects across the state’s
diverse geographies and communities, as well as
several State-organized resources, programs, and
tools.

Hosted by TDEC and TDOT during STF&E, the Tennessee
Sustainable Transportation Awards (TSTAs) recognize
outstanding initiatives to improve the efficiency,
accessibility, affordability, and sustainability of
transportation systems in the state, consistent with
ongoing efforts to improve the health and well-being of
Tennesseans, provide for a strong economy, and protect
the state’s natural resources. Summaries of the award-
winning  projects  can be  accessed here:
http://www.tn.gov/environment/TSTA.

These webinars were recorded and have since been
posted on the STF&E website for public reference.


http://www.sustainabletransportationforum.com/

Middle-West Tennessee Clean Fuels

U.S. DOE's Clean Cities program advances the nation's
economic, environmental, and energy security by
working locally to advance affordable, domestic
transportation fuels and technologies. A national
network of nearly 100 Clean Cities Coalitions brings
together stakeholders in the public and private sectors
to deploy alternative and renewable fuels, idle-
reduction measures, fuel economy improvements, and
new transportation technologies as they emerge.
Tennessee has two U.S. DOE-designated Clean Cities
Coalitions: the Middle-West Tennessee Clean Fuels
Coalition (MWTCF) and the East Tennessee Clean Fuels
Coalition (ETCF). The website for these two Coalitions,
known collectively as Tennessee Clean Fuels, may be
accessed at http://www.tncleanfuels.org/.

As Director for MWTCF, OEP provides technical
assistance and targeted outreach within the Coalition’s
territory to raise awareness and foster a greater
understanding of alternative fuels and advanced vehicle
technologies. Additionally, OEP tracks, validates,
analyzes, and reports on critical information and
performance metrics necessary to gauge consumer
acceptance and track the growth/adoption of
technologies and practices in the marketplace.

In compliance with eligible activities and U.S. DOE grant
deliverables, OEP staff conducted the following key
activities on behalf of MWTCF:

» |dentified and tracked alternative fuel station
opening and closing information and kept U.S. DOE
abreast of any refueling site openings, closings, and
status changes;

» Organized several stakeholder meetings and events
to disseminate Clean Cities and alternative fuel
vehicle information;

e Filmed and distributed videos on alternative fuel
vehicles and associated emissions reduction
calculations, both for use in the K-12 classroom and
for the education of the general public via the Fuels
Fix Alternative Fuels Library; and

e Conducted targeted outreach to fleets, fuel
providers, and consumers regarding the use of
alternative fuel vehicles and advanced vehicle
technologies.

MIDDLE-WEST TN

CLEAN

FUELS
NN A

TNCLEANFUELS.ORG

TENNESSEE
CLEAN FUELS

Annual Reporting to U.S. DOE

Each year, MWTCF reaches out to fleets and alternative
fuel stations that the Coalition has engaged with or
supported during the year to request data on
alternative fuel usage and/or sales; data is then
compiled and submitted in an Annual Progress Report
to U.S. DOE.

This report was completed in April of 2022 and covers
activity by 29 fleets and 14 fueling station owners in
Middle-West Tennessee for calendar year 2021. Key
findings from this report are shown in the figures
below.

MWTCF's Calendar Year 2021 Impact:

9.8M

gallons of gasoline
equivalent reduced

4,481

Ibs. of PM
reduced

21K

Ibs. of NOx
reduced

Tennessee State Parks Alternative Fuel Strategy

MWTCF worked with Tennessee State Parks (TSP)
leadership and the TN Department of General Services
Division of Vehicle and Asset Management to implement
aspects of the five-year alternative fuel strategy for the
TSP fleet. Specifically, TSP purchased 12 all-electric Ford
F-150 Lightning Trucks to replace vehicles leaving service
within the TSP fleet across the state. TSP provided a list
of 134 vehicles within the fleet that were ready for
replacement, and these vehicles were analyzed using the
Atlas DRIVE tool to prioritize replacement vehicles based
on cost savings, considering the upfront cost of the
vehicle, maintenance costs, daily mileage, fueling costs,
insurance costs, and depreciation.

Volkswagen Diesel Settlement

OEP is the lead administrator of the Volkswagen (VW)
Environmental Mitigation Trust (EMT) allocation, in
coordination with a multidisciplinary Technical Advisory
Committee (TAC), which oversees the implementation of
the State's Beneficiary Mitigation Plan (BMP). The TAC is
comprised of representatives from the following TDEC
divisions: OEP, Air Pollution Control, Office of
Sustainable Practices, Office of External Affairs, and the
Office of General Counsel. The BMP notes TDEC's plans
to release separate project solicitations in the following
order for each of the environmental mitigation action
(EMA) categories that it has selected to fund, with the
percent of the initial total funding allocation noted:

¢ Class 4-8 School Buses (~20%);

e C(lass 4-8 Shuttle and Transit Buses (~40%);

e C(Class 4-7 Local Freight Trucks (15%), Class 8 Local
Freight Trucks and Port Drayage Trucks (10%); and

e Light Duty Zero Emission Vehicle (ZEV) Supply
Equipment (15%).

The State's BMP targets Tennessee's largest
contributors to mobile NOx emissions, including the on-
road, diesel heavy-duty, and non-diesel light-duty
sectors. As NOx emissions contribute to the formation
of ozone and particulate matter, reductions in
emissions will assist in the State’s efforts to maintain
compliance with the National Ambient Air Quality
Standard (NAAQS) for Ozone and Particulate Matter.


http://www.tncleanfuels.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtBM_e6kdVzvJh6YK7cmFTw/videos

As of September 2022, OEP has obligated
$22,702,263.94 in VW Settlement EMT funding to 66
School Bus, Shuttle Bus, Transit Bus, Medium Truck, and
Large Truck projects in Tennessee. Overall, 63% of
project funds have been obligated to support
alternative fuel projects, including propane, compressed
natural gas (CNG), and electric.

VW Settlement EMT Funding
Breakout in Tennessee

Total Funding Obligated by Fuel Type

0.1%

6.5%

22%
16.1%

36.8%

18.6%

Percentage of Vehicle Replacements by Fuel
Type

0.4%

6%
‘ 5%
9%

25%

55%

@All-Electric @ Propane @New Diesel Diesel Hybrid @ CNG

Learn more about the VW Settlement at
http://www.tn.gov/environment/VWSettlement.
Access the State's BMP at
http://www.tn.gov/environment/VW BMP.

School Bus Replacement Grant Program

Launched in the fall of 2018, the VW Settlement EMT
School Bus Replacement Grant Program provides
funding to selected projects that replace eligible diesel
school buses with new diesel, alternate-fueled, or all-
electric vehicles. Thirty-five grantees were selected to
replace a total of 134 engine model year 2009 or older
school buses with 65 new diesel, one all-electric, 65
propane, and three CNG school buses.

PHEV
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These projects are expected to yield NOx emissions
reductions of an estimated 111,542 pounds, or 55.77
tons, over the lifetime of the new vehicles. All projects
under this grant program were completed in 2022. OEP
reimbursed nearly $8 million in grant funding to school
bus grantees that have successfully purchased and put
into service qualifying vehicle replacements.

Of the school buses to be funded by the VW Settlement
EMT, 26 operate 70% or more of the time in former
nonattainment areas for ozone and/or fine particulates
(PM2.5) NAAQS; 42 operate in State Fiscal Year (FY) 2019
economically distressed counties.?

School Bus Replacement
Grant Program:

$7,710,801.94 111,542

total funding provided under anticipated pounds
the School Bus Replacement of NOx emissions to be

; reduced over the life of
Grant Program in Tennessee Il funded school bus

replacement projects
— —

35

grantees
selected

133

school buses to be
replaced

Transit and Shuttle Bus Grant Program

In  September 2019, TDEC released its second
solicitation for projects under the VW Settlement EMT to
replace transit and shuttle buses with new alternate-
fueled or all-electric vehicles. In May 2020, TDEC
announced that three major transit providers in
Tennessee would receive funding to replace a total of
nine engine model year 2009 or older diesel transit
buses with six all-electric and three diesel-hybrid
vehicles. These projects are expected to yield NOx
emissions reductions of an estimated 17,027.46 pounds,
or 8.51 tons, over the lifetime of the new vehicles. The
nine transit buses funded will operate 70% or more of
the time in former nonattainment areas for ozone
and/or PM2.5 NAAQS and will collectively travel more
than 400,000 miles each year.

By the end of 2022, OEP reimbursed more than $1.6
million in grant funding to transit bus grantees that have
successfully purchased and put into service qualifying
vehicle replacements. In the coming Program Year, OEP
will reimburse approximately $4 million more in grant
funding under this program.

5. Economically distressed and at-risk counties are defined by the
Appalachian Regional Commission. https://www.arc.gov/classifying-
economic-distress-in-appalachian-counties/.



http://www.tn.gov/environment/VWSettlement
http://www.tn.gov/environment/VW_BMP
https://www.arc.gov/classifying-economic-distress-in-appalachian-counties/

Medium and Large Truck Grant Programs

In August 2020, TDEC released an additional solicitation
for projects under the VW Settlement EMT to replace
eligible class 4-7 local freight truck (medium truck)
projects and class 8 local freight truck and port drayage
truck (large truck) projects. The grant programs would
provide financial assistance to Tennessee public, non-
profit, and private fleets that replace and/or repower
eligible medium and large trucks with new diesel,
alternate fueled, or all-electric trucks and/or drivetrains.
In April 2021, TDEC announced the selection of 25
entities to receive approximately $3.8 million for
medium truck projects and $5.8 million for large truck
projects across the state, nearly $10 million in all.

For the Medium Truck Grant Program, selected
awardees will replace a total of 34 engine model year
1992-2009 diesel trucks with ten new diesel, two all-
electric, 12 hybrid, one plug-in hybrid electric, and eight
propane trucks. These selected medium truck
replacement projects are expected to reduce 22,561.47
pounds, or 11.28 tons, of NOx emissions over the
lifetime of the new vehicles, with a vehicle cost-
effectiveness rating of $166.44 per pound of NOx
reduced.

For the Large Truck Grant Program, selected awardees
will replace a total of 43 engine model year 1992-2009
diesel trucks with 34 new diesel, one all-electric, one
hybrid, and seven compressed natural gas trucks. These
selected large truck replacement projects are expected
to reduce 38,295.78 pounds, or 19.15 tons, of NOx
emissions over the lifetime of the new vehicles, with a
vehicle cost-effectiveness rating of $146.40 per pound of
NOx reduced.

Of the funded vehicle replacements, 63 trucks will
operate 70% or more of the time in former
nonattainment areas for ozone and/or PM2.5 NAAQS.
Twenty-eight funded trucks will operate in counties that
bear a disproportionate share of the air pollution
burden® Additionally, six funded trucks will operate in
two of the state's FY 2020 economically distressed
counties/ supporting local government and business
economies by offsetting the cost of new and cleaner
vehicle and transportation technologies.

As of September 2022, a cumulative total of
$1,731,045.24 has been paid to Medium and Large

6. The State Trust Agreement requires Beneficiaries to include within the
BMP a “description of how the Beneficiary will consider the potential
beneficial impact of the selected Eligible Mitigation Actions on air quality in
areas that bear a disproportionate share of the air pollution burden within
its jurisdiction.” To address these requirements, the State has developed a
“Disproportionate Burden Index” (DBI), which combines environmental,
economic, and demographic datasets in a geospatial format to determine
geographic units in Tennessee that have the highest air quality burden.
For more information on the DBI, refer to Section VI. Consideration of
Disproportionate Burden and Appendix 7 - Identification of Areas that
Bear a Disproportionate Share of Air Pollution of the State of Tennessee’s
Beneficiary Mitigation Plan.

7. Economically distressed and at-risk counties are defined by the
Appalachian  Regional Commission. https://www.arc.gov/classifying-
economic-distress-in-appalachian-counties/.
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Truck Grantees for successful vehicle replacement. OEP
will continue processing reimbursements for these
programs within the coming Program Years after
grantees have purchased and put into service qualifying
vehicle replacements.

Fast Charge TN Network Grant Program

TDEC and TVA are partnering to develop a statewide
electric vehicle fast charging network to power the
growth of electric vehicles across Tennessee and reduce
barriers to transportation electrification. Specifically, the
two signed an agreement to collaborate and fund a
network of fast charging stations every 50 miles along
Tennessee's interstates and major highways. The “Fast
Charge TN Network” will add approximately 40 new
charging  locations  along  prioritized  corridor
infrastructure gaps.

TDEC and TVA will leverage various funding sources to
support the development of the fast-charging network
with an anticipated total project cost of $20 million. This
partnership advances the State's goal of establishing a
statewide corridor fast charging network that improves
transportation efficiency, reduces vehicle emissions,
promotes electric adoption, and strengthens the
resiliency of our transportation network. TDEC has
committed 15%, the maximum allowable, of its VW EMT
allocation to fund light-duty electric vehicle charging
infrastructure. Approximately $5.2 million from this fund
has been allocated to fast charging infrastructure along
corridors. The remainder of the project will be funded
by TVA, other program partners, and program
participant cost share.

In the fall of 2021, TDEC and TVA began seeking project
proposals from TVA-served Local Power Companies
(LPCs) and other local utilities that distribute electricity
in Tennessee whose service territory is located along
prioritized corridor gaps (eligible applicants) to develop
the Fast Charge TN Network across Tennessee. As of
September 2022, a total of 32 project locations with a
total of 77 direct current fast charging units were
selected by TDEC and TVA, representing proposals from
25 LPCs.

Fast Charge TN Network charger installed in Martin.


https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/environment/energy/documents/vw-resources/oep_vw_TDEC-VW-EMT-BMP_8.18.21.pdf
https://www.arc.gov/classifying-economic-distress-in-appalachian-counties/
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/environment/energy/documents/TVA-TDEC%20MOA%20-%20EV%20Chargers.pdf
https://tdec.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=df12fdb0c91c4cfb98b225c043b023d4

Drive Electric Tennessee

Drive Electric Tennessee (DET), a consortium of State
agencies, utilities, local governments, universities,
research institutions, EV manufacturers, businesses,
and advocacy groups, was formed in 2019. DET's Electric
Vehicle Roadmap identifies “Opportunity Areas” that will
increase electric vehicle adoption across multiple
Tennessee use cases and sectors, with a goal of 200,000
electric vehicles on the road in Tennessee by 2028.2

Three Opportunity Area committees address various
projects and initiatives highlighted in the Roadmap:
Charging Infrastructure Availability, Policies and
Programs, and Awareness. Each of these Opportunity
Areas is co-chaired by OEP and MWTCF personnel, who
guide and oversee DET efforts to complete projects that
promote electric vehicle adoption. The list that follows
notes the committees’ accomplishments and priorities
for Program Year 2021-2022:

» Charging Infrastructure Availability: 1) evaluation
of funding opportunities and ownership models to
support the implementation of a public, statewide
electric vehicle charging network; 2) development of
guides for charging station site hosts and site
selection, including information on site prep,
charging station installation, and planning for
ongoing charging station operation; and 3) the
creation of Task Forces to focus on developing tools
and resources to assist with planning for the
following infrastructure categories: Multifamily
Housing, Community Charging Planning, Older /
Second Use Batteries, and Workplace Charging.

» Policies and Programs: 1) creation of a Local Action
Plan video series for use by local governments
seeking to accelerate transportation electrification; 2)
development of an Electric Vehicle Workplace
Charging Infrastructure Best Practices Guide for use
by Tennessee employers; and 3) creation of a
statewide E-VIP or electric vehicle tourism program
to connect electric vehicle drivers with electric-
friendly driving routes and destination chargers.
Awareness: 1) creation of electric vehicle charging
station signage recommendations; 2) compilation of
electric vehicle case studies for a variety of fleet
types and applications; 3) promotion of a robust DET
social media and website presence; 4) coordination
of EV Chapters across Tennessee, to serve as local
resources for electric vehicle education; and 5)
development of educator training programs, both for
electric vehicle ride and drive training as well as
electric vehicle dealership education.

Electric vehicle stakeholder engagement is at a historic
high for Tennessee, with multiple organizations
partnering on the promotion of electric vehicle
awareness activities as well as on the build-out of a suite
of electric vehicle related resources. DET and partners
will continue addressing the priorities and projects in
2023. For more information on DET, Vvisit
www.DriveElectricTN.org.

8. As of Q3 2022, there were approximately 22,413 electric vehicles
registered in Tennessee. This number is provided by the Tennessee
Department of Revenue to OEP on a quarterly basis, based on actual
vehicle registration data for the state.

Example of electric vehicle charging.
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http://www.driveelectrictn.org/
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Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Loan
Program

The Pathway Lending Energy Efficiency Loan Program
(EELP), a low-interest revolving loan fund, was launched
in 2010 to assist Tennessee for-profit and not-for-profit
commercial  and industrial businesses  with
implementing energy efficiency and renewable energy
improvements. The EELP was later expanded to offer
financing to local government entities, including
municipalities, counties, school districts, and other
public agencies. Pathway Lending, a US Treasury
certified community development financial institution,
administers the $29 million revolving loan fund,
comprised of loan capital provided by the State through
TDEC OEP, TVA, and Pathway Lending.

Eligible projects under EELP include but are not limited

to energy-efficient equipment upgrades, lighting,
building envelope retrofits, cool roofs, renewable
energy installations, and co-generation. Qualifying

entities can apply for loans between $20,000 and $5
million. EELP obligated $4,510,156 in new loans to 16
Tennessee businesses and organizations during the
Program Year, with an average estimated annual energy
savings of $19,560 per program participant.

Home Uplift Program

Over the past two decades, new electric technologies,
appliance standards, and increased energy efficiency
requirements in state and local building codes have
dramatically lowered residential energy consumption
and increased the comfort and health in family homes
across the Tennessee Valley. However, these benefits
have flowed primarily to homeowners with the
disposable income to take advantage of technological
advances and the utility programs that promote their
use.

-13-

\\\\\

'ﬂ u\\
i

-ﬂll'l!tln ﬂ

Residents in the Southeast face historically high rates of
poverty, and low-income families often live in homes
that are inefficient, uncomfortable, and, in many cases,
unhealthy for occupants. Despite the TVA's low
residential energy rates ranking in the top quartile
nationally, disproportionately high electricity usage
represents a greater burden on low-income families
who already spend a larger proportion of their
resources on electricity. Energy efficiency and
weatherization measures can help lower energy bills for
low-income households and have also been proven to
improve indoor air quality, safety, and comfort, thereby
positively impacting human health.

TVA created the Home Uplift Program to address the
significant energy efficiency and weatherization needs
for low-income households in Tennessee and across the
Tennessee Valley. OEP has since leveraged TVA's Home
Uplift Program and partnered with LPCs to invest in the
vision to create a sustainable, quality program to
increase energy efficiency weatherization for low-
income families in Tennessee. Throughout the course of
the program, TDEC OEP provided grants totaling $3
million to EPB of Chattanooga (EPB), Knoxville Utilities
Board (KUB), Memphis Light Gas and Water (MLGW),
and the Nashville Electric Service (NES). This funding
was used to cover the costs of energy efficiency and
weatherization measures for limited-income
homeowners that are customers in the LPCs' respective
service areas.

Customers who qualified for the Home Uplift program
received valuable energy efficiency upgrades. In
addition to saving money on their energy bills,
participants also reported improvements in the comfort
and air quality of their homes. During the Program Year,
270 homes were retrofitted.
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The energy efficiency upgrades included 664 window
replacements, 92 door replacements, 165 HVAC
cleaning and tuning/replacements, 171 attic insulation
repair/replacements, 146 duct sealing/replacements,
198 air sealing repairs, 61 heat pump water heaters, 7
refrigerators, and 376 LED bulbs.

Over the course of the entire program, a total of 1,108
window replacements, 169 door replacements, 232
HVAC cleaning and tuning/replacements, 226 attic
insulation repair/replacements, 198 duct
sealing/replacements, 252 air sealing repairs, 88 heat
pump water heaters, 21 refrigerators, and 1,070 LED
bulbs were completed on 407 homes.

€L | called to

et help with my electric bills and found
out about the program. | thought it was too good to
be true. The improvements have been substantial.
My water heater was not working properly so | went
without hot water most of the time. It is nice to be
able to take a good hot shower. This is the first
summer in 10 years | have been comfortable in my
home. Before my HVAC was replaced, | would have
to stay with neighbors or family members to cool off.
My HVAC did not work properly for 10 years, and |
did not have any air for the last two years. | have a lot
of health problems. | was having issues with mold
and dust accumulating. This is no longer an issue,
and my health has improved. | have seen a
difference in my electric bills. | received one for
under $100 for the first time. | don't think | would
have made it without the Home Uplift Program.
People say there are no miracles but there are"

- NES Homeowner William Hall

Home Uplift home's attic before, with no insulation.

S %a,

Home Uplift home's attic after the addition of insulation.
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Stakeholder
Collaboration
and Outreach

Communications

OEP curates and distributes two monthly newsletters,
the Energy Edition and the Transportation Edition.
These monthly newsletters are disseminated to a
listserv of over 6,000 stakeholders and serve as the
primary vehicle for OEP to announce timely news items,
upcoming events, funding opportunities, and new
resources. Additionally, OEP develops and maintains
web content and continually improves the functionality
of its website to create a better user experience. Visit

OEP's website at http://www.tn.gov/environment/energy.

OEP also works with communications partners to share
energy-related content via social media, reaching
individuals that may not already be subscribed to OEP’s
mailing list. One partner, TDEC Communications,
manages TDEC's Twitter and Facebook accounts
(@TNEnvironment). The accounts have over 4,800 and
9,900 followers, respectively. Another partner,
Tennessee Clean Fuels, maintains a social media
presence on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram
(@TNCleanFuels), reaching approximately 4,300
additional followers. OEP provides energy and
transportation content to both partners for inclusion on
their separate platforms.

In accordance with Tenn. Code Ann. §4-3-501(3), OEP is
responsible for providing “information and educational
programs for local governmental units and the general
public, including the operation of a toll-free energy
hotline.” As such, OEP maintains an updated overview of
its programs on the OEP website and provides technical
assistance to internal and external customers by
responding to energy-related inquiries received via
email or through OEP's energy hotline. During the
Program Year, OEP handled over 200 requests from the
residential, government, utility, commercial, industrial,
institutional, and other sectors for energy-related
information and resources.

23] fleetcarma
NES = /

These general requests for technical assistance are in
addition to inquiries that OEP received regarding its
specific programs and activities.

Interagency and Nonprofit Collaboration

A key component of OEP's outreach strategy is the
multi-faceted work from cooperation with external
partners and organizations. OEP collaborates with
various stakeholders to support the execution of
targeted outreach and improved programs across the
residential, commercial, industrial, and public energy
sectors. Key activities during the Program Year include
the following:

« OEP worked with State agencies, educational
institutions, and other entities to research, gather
information, and prepare a response to the
American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy’s
(ACEEE) request for information related to the
organization’s 2022 State Scorecard. To determine
states'’ reports for the 2022 Scorecard, ACEEE
considered seven policy areas where states typically
pursue energy efficiency: building code stringency
and stretch codes, building disclosure and
compliance, healthy buildings, transportation, state
government, advancing equity, and industry. On the
final 2022 ACEEE State Energy Efficiency Scorecard,
Tennessee ranked 28th nationally.

e OEP supported and cross-promoted the work of the
Tennessee Advanced Energy Business Council
(TAEBC), which champions advanced energy as a job
creation and economic development strategy. OEP
shared information with its stakeholders on TAEBC's
ongoing events, resources, and programming,
helping draw attention to TAEBC and its mission in
Tennessee.

OEP also participated in or supported collaborative
applications to major U.S. DOE funding opportunities.


https://www.aceee.org/research-report/u2206
http://www.tn.gov/environment/energy

With OEP's involvement, these applications leveraged
stakeholder partners, diverse cost share commitments,
and the state's strong research community to bring
new, innovative energy programs to Tennessee.

As an example, in response to a National Science
Foundation Regional Innovation Engines Program
funding opportunity, TDEC OEP provided a letter of
commitment to the University of Tennessee - Knoxville
to serve as a core partner in building the statewide
Tennessee Technology-Enabled Advanced Mobility
Engine (T2EAM-Engine), an innovation ecosystem
partnership  between industry and community
stakeholders, economic development organizations,
state government agencies, and researchers and
educators in higher education (community colleges,
technical colleges, and four-year institutions) invested in
making Tennessee the leader of the future mobility
economy.

Additionally, OEP supported Tennessee Tech University
(TTU) on their application to U.S. DOE for their Second-
life Battery in Mobile EV Charging Application for Rural
Transportation project. The project was awarded
approximately $4.5 million and aims to develop
affordable mobile charging stations that will utilize
second-life batteries retired from electric vehicles. OEP
will assist TTU with education, outreach, data analysis,
and project implementation.

Boards, Councils, and Working Groups

OEP engages with stakeholders from federal, state, and
local government, the utility sector, as well as with other
SEOs and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) on
topics related to strategic energy planning:

» The OEP Director serves as the Governor's designee
to the State Energy Policy Council, the TDEC
Commissioner's designee to the Energy Efficient
Schools Council, and the SEO representative on the
Tennessee Housing Development Agency's Energy
Efficiency and Weatherization Advisory Board.

The OEP Deputy Director of Programs, Innovation
and Transportation, and Communications serves as
the Governor’'s designee on the TVA Regional Energy
Resource Council, a TDEC representative on the TVA
Connected Communities Steering Committee, the
TDEC representative on the Nashville Mayor's
Sustainability Advisory Committee, and on the
Executive Board for Urban Green Lab, a sustainability
education non-profit serving the greater Nashville
area.

Conferences, Workshops, Presentations, and
Speaking Engagements

OEP staff presented at various workshops and
conferences to promote programs, funding and

technical assistance opportunities, initiatives, and U.S.
DOE efforts.
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Examples include the Tennessee Environmental Show of
the South Conference, the Tennessee Municipal League
Annual Meeting, the Tennessee Chamber of Commerce
& Industry’s Environment, Energy, and Recycling
Conference, and several other state and regional
speaking engagements.

Additionally, OEP sponsored and assisted in planning
and promoting the 2021 Tennessee Valley Solar
Conference, hosted by the state chapter of the Solar
Energy Industries Association, TenneSEIA. The event
took place