
Tennessee Volunteer Emission 
Reduction Strategy

September 7, 2023 EPA’s Climate Pollution Reduction Grant (CPRG) Program

Kickoff Webinar



Webinar Housekeeping

• Please keep your camera off and remain on mute
throughout the presentation

• You may post questions or comments in the chat 
throughout the presentation

• TDEC will present for about 30 minutes and then take 
question and public comment

• During the Q&A/public comment portion
– Post questions or comments in the chat



What is TVERS?



Webinar Agenda

Overview of Emission Reductions

Overview of the Climate Pollution 
Reduction Grant (CPRG) Program

The Tennessee Volunteer Emission 
Reduction Strategy (TVERS)

Public and Stakeholder Engagement

Questions and Comments



Emission Reductions



Overview of Emissions

https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/overview-greenhouse-gases

https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/overview-greenhouse-gases


Emissions by Sector

https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/sources-greenhouse-gas-emissions

https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/sources-greenhouse-gas-emissions


Transportation Electric Power Industry Commercial & 
Residential Agriculture

How are you and your community reducing 
emissions currently?



Why Reduce Emissions?

• Cleaner Air
• Improved Public 

Health
• Opportunity for 

Economic Investment
• Improved Resiliency
• Reduce Cost Burdens

Nashville News Channel 5



Overview of Climate 
Pollution Reduction 

Grant



EPA's Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program 
(CPRG)

• Grants to government 
entities to develop and 
implement plans for 
reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions and other 
harmful air pollution

PHASE I:
• Non-competitive planning 

grants to develop climate 
pollution reduction 
strategies: $250 Million

PHASE II:
• Competitive 

implementation grants to 
fund strategies in plans: 
$4.6 Billion



Phase I: Planning Grant (current focus)

• State of Tennessee: $3 million
• Nashville Metropolitan Statistical Area: $1 million
• Memphis Metropolitan Statistical Area: $1 million
• Knoxville Metropolitan Statistical Area: $1 million



Phase I Timeline

• Lead organization for each state submit a Notice of Intent to Participate to the US 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

March 31, 2023

• Lead organization submit a complete application (workplan and budget)

April 28, 2023

• EPA Regional Office awarded funds to administer the planning grant

July 1, 2023 – Beginning of Grant Award Period

• Deliverable 1 (Priority Climate Action Plan) due

March 1, 2024

• Deliverable 2 (Comprehensive Climate Action Plan) due

Summer 2025

• Deliverable 3 (Status Report) due

Summer 2027 – End of Grant Award Period







Phase II: Implementation Funding

• Competitive funding to states, counties, local 
governments or other eligible entities covered by a plan 
to implement measures in the Priority Climate Action Plan 
(PCAP)

• All measures included in the PCAP should be eligible for 
funding (awaiting final language from the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) which will oversee these grants)

• EPA expects to award grants between $2 million and $500 
million
– EPA has indicated that applications will compete against other 

applications with a similar budget

• EPA expects to announce details in September 2023, with 
applications due April 2024



Planning Grant Deliverables

Deliverable
1

Deliverable
2

Deliverable
3



Tennessee Volunteer 
Emission Reduction 

Strategy



TDEC’s Approach to Phase I



TDEC’s Coordination and Engagement

• Interagency and Intergovernmental Coordination 

• Public and Stakeholder Engagement 

Coordinat-
ion with 

Local 
Governments

Website and 
Email Listserv

Emission 
Reduction 
Planning 
Advisory 

Committee 
(ERPAC) 

Public 
Meetings 

(In Person)
Public Survey

Programs 
Survey

Kickoff 
Webinar 
(Virtual)



Advisory Committee Members



Deliverable 1 Timeline

Aug 2023 Sept 
2023

Oct   
2023

Nov 
2023

Dec 
2023

Jan   
2024

Feb  
2024

Mar 
2024

Interagency and stakeholder engagement

Kickoff 
Webinar

Public 
Meetings

ERPAC 
Meeting

ERPAC 
Meeting

ERPAC 
Meeting

Programs Survey

Public Survey

Draft 
Greenhouse 

Gas 
Inventory 
(limited)

Draft 
Quantified 
Measures 
& Benefits 

Analysis



Public and 
Stakeholder 

Engagement



Public and Stakeholder Engagement

• Communication Tools
• Public Survey
• Public Meetings Schedule

Goal: Engage with the public to gain insight on emission 
reduction priorities, opportunities, and challenges.

Occurring Fall/Winter 2023



Communication Tools

tn.gov/environment/policy/tvers

TVERS Email Listserv
TDEC.TVERS@tn.gov

mailto:TDEC.TVERS@tn.gov


Public Survey

What is a 
priority, 

opportunity, and 
/ or challenge in 

your community?

Goal: Get insight from the public and stakeholders on 
emission reduction priorities, opportunities, and challenges. 

Identify key sectors for input.

Open Until November 15, 2023



Public and Stakeholder Meetings

Location Meeting Details

Chattanooga September 21, 5:30 pm ET
Development Resource Center

Memphis October 2, 5:30 pm CT
Benjamin Hook Public Library

Knoxville October 16, 5 pm ET
East Tennessee History Center

Nashville October 19, 5:30 pm CT
Lentz Public Health Center

Kingsport
October 24, 6 pm ET
Meadowview Hotel & 

Conference Center

Register Today!



Get in Touch

tdec.tvers@tn.gov

tn.gov/environment/policy/tvers.html

Signup for our listserv

mailto:tdec.tvers@tn.gov
https://www.tn.gov/environment/policy/tvers.html
https://signup.e2ma.net/signup/1987878/1718855/


Questions or Comments?

If you would like to ask a question 
or make a comment…
• Post questions or comments in 

the chat
• For those dialing in...

– At the appropriate time, unmute 
your device

– Introduce yourself and ask your 
question or make your comment

– Please keep your question or 
comment to no more than 3 
minutes

TVERS Email 
Listserv Sign-Up

Access TDEC’s 
Public Survey

#193046
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