
TN NHSN User Call

Monday, October 16, 10am CT



Agenda 
• COVID-19 Update

– Magdalena Dorvil-Joanem, MD, MPH 

• NHSN Update 
– Vicky Lindsey, RN, CIC

• Annual Report Review Series: CAUTI 
– Abigail Marrero, MPH, CPH

• Multi-Drug Resistant Organism (MDRO) Surveillance Team 
Update

– Lauren Daniel, MPH
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TDH NHSN Team
• Abigail Marrero, MPH, CPH

– Senior NHSN Epidemiologist

• Vicky Lindsey, AAS, RN, CIC
– Senior NHSN Public Health Nurse Consultant

• Lead Technological Assistance 
– Infection Prevention and Control Specialist

• Tara Suhs, MPH
– Assistant NHSN Epidemiologist
– MRSA Initiative Lead

• Ashley Gambrell, MPH
– Assistant NHSN Epidemiologist

• Marissa Turner, MPH
– Assistant NHSN Epidemiologist

• Alex Kurutz, MPH
– Dialysis Epidemiologist
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Respiratory 
Illness 
Update



COVID-19 Trends in TN & US

• Tennessee
– New cases decreasing

– Emergency department visits decreasing

– Hospitalizations decreasing

– Deaths decreasing

• U.S.A.
– New hospitalizations decreasing

– Deaths decreasing



COVID Cluster in High-Risk Settings 89
Total Active 

Clusters
High-risk settings include long-term care facilities, correctional facilities, 
shelters, and other congregate settings

Active Clusters by County



Influenza in Tennessee Snapshot



Influenza-Like Illness



Current Flu Outbreaks



Seasonal Perspective



Bottom Line

• Respiratory Illness in Tennessee
– COVID – decreasing activity

– Flu – low activity



NHSN Updates

Vicky Lindsey, AAS, RN, CIC| Tennessee Department of Health | Communicable and Environmental 
Diseases and Emergency Preparedness



NHSN Protocol and Training Team (PaTT)
• Ask the NHSN Experts

• Monthly Webinars

• Link to register and 
submit your Surgical 
Site Infections (SSI) 
questions.

• If you have any 
questions about the 
webinar series, they can 
be emailed to 
NHSNTrain@cdc.gov.
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https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_l9R4pXgFRsGFwm3vsfLcLw
mailto:NHSNTrain@cdc.gov


NHSN - Service Now
• On September 25, 2023, NHSN-ServiceNow is available 

to submit questions to the NHSN Help Desk.

• The new portal can be accessed here and should be 
used in place of nhsn@cdc.gov, nhsntrain@cdc.gov, and 
nhsndua@cdc.gov.

– ServiceNow will help the NHSN team respond to your 
questions faster. 

– Users will be authenticated using CDC’s Secure Access 
Management Services (SAMS), the same way you access 
NHSN. 

– If you do not have a SAMS login, or are unable to access 
ServiceNow, you can still email the NHSN Help Desk at 
nhsn@cdc.gov.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h815c7df9,1a13f301,1a142d5b&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMTA1LURNMTEzODY5JkFDU1RyYWNraW5nTGFiZWw9TkhTTiUyMFNlcnZpY2VOb3clMjBSZWxlYXNl&s=4C91g254gASlNtOvr9AFr40mX9gwmaSTn0LOL3GuXQo__;!!PRtDf9A!rziRk3DL8r3rZRyULOkOxRoKp97jXp2YqGD1DMSwKOaOGhUAufLxP7xhn1ZlKNTCoOKCoJaXVc7yfUVJJWdsN_dNTSsRcYnY$
mailto:nhsn@cdc.gov
mailto:nhsntrain@cdc.gov
mailto:nhsndua@cdc.gov
mailto:nhsn@cdc.gov


NHSN - Service Now
**Please note:

• Currently open tickets will be addressed by the existing 
procedure. No new action is needed on your part. 

• Tickets requiring CDA support from the NHSN CDA Team 
should continue to be emailed to nhsnCDA@cdc.gov until 
further notice. 

• AUR test files for CMS Promoting Interoperability Program 
validation should continue to be emailed to 
nhsnCDA@cdc.gov until further notice. 

mailto:nhsnCDA@cdc.gov
mailto:nhsnCDA@cdc.gov


NHSN - Service Now
• Sign in to NHSN > select 

• Under Common Support Requests > select 

• This page appears 



NHSN Updates:  Vaccination
• CDC recommends everyone aged 6 months and older 

should receive the 2023-2024 updated COVID-19 vaccine 
to protect against serious illness from COVID-19 and to 
remain up to date. 

• Individuals are considered up-to-date (beginning the 
reporting week 9/25/2023 – 10/1/2023) if they have 
received a 2023-2024 updated COVID-19 vaccine, or if they 
received a bivalent COVID-19 vaccine within the last 2 
months.

– Facilities should report zero (0) up to date until 
individuals receive the 2023-2024 updated COVID-19 
vaccine.



NHSN Updates:  New Person-Level Vaccination Form

• The Excel data tracking worksheet has been built directly into 
the HPS Component of the NHSN application. This is now 
called the HPS Person-level Vaccination Form.

• The NHSN Vaccination Team will host webinars to review how 
to use this new and optional form.

– HPS Person Level COVID-19 Vaccination General Training 
(Replay) 

– Nov 8, 2023, 02:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Registration: Link.

https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_MHbwB92bQ-eo_qD8yahjhQ


Antimicrobial Use and Resistance Module

• As you know, beginning in 2024 reporting to the AUR 
Module will be required 

• NHSN Team will be hosting two Office Hours sessions: 
– Monday, October 30: 12:00-1:00pm ET 

• Registration link
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https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_ZMgWvgwxR8Sn3uz_sC6eng


CDC Webinar –Bridge Access Program

• There is a CDC live webinar on the COVID-19 Bridge Access 
Program. 
– This program provides free COVID-19 vaccines for 

uninsured adults and adults whose insurance doesn't 
cover all COVID-19 vaccine costs. 

– In this briefing, CDC will share an update on the program, 
including communication and partner resources and 
answer frequently asked questions. 

• COVID-19 Bridge Access Program Briefing and Questions 
Answered
– WHEN: Monday, October 16, 2:00–2:45 PM ET
– REGISTER NOW: cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/...
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https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/bridge/index.html__;!!PRtDf9A!tO6kN2Gz6R8p31ediSECO30pGLNfqw1gr9PnS7tRblIm0Tq-Qt1F14jCe5vzE0gPAzQwB3YNinFs_rMMyj70hMBXW8lozsNwUJM$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/bridge/index.html__;!!PRtDf9A!tO6kN2Gz6R8p31ediSECO30pGLNfqw1gr9PnS7tRblIm0Tq-Qt1F14jCe5vzE0gPAzQwB3YNinFs_rMMyj70hMBXW8lozsNwUJM$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_ZsibU39QTJu7NXfoAdX_gQ__;!!PRtDf9A!tO6kN2Gz6R8p31ediSECO30pGLNfqw1gr9PnS7tRblIm0Tq-Qt1F14jCe5vzE0gPAzQwB3YNinFs_rMMyj70hMBXW8loamvux2k$


Abigail Marrero, MPH, CPH| Tennessee Department of Health | Communicable and Environmental 
Diseases and Emergency Preparedness

Annual Review:
CAUTI



Background 

• Catheter-associated UTI Events from January 1 –
December 31, 2022

• Data reported as of May 2023
• Total # of facilities: 

– ACH Ward– 92
– ICUs – 79 
– LTACs – 9 
– IRFs - 27

• Device days: 
– ACH Ward– 228,992
– ICUs – 270,948
– LTACs – 23,838
– IRFs – 16,162



SIRs by Facility Type

ACH 
WARD

0.71

ICU

0.53

LTAC

0.88

IRF

1.16



SIRs by Facility Type



SIRs for ACH WARDs by Quarter
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ACH WARD CAUTI Microorganisms 

E. coli

33%

P. aeruginosa

13%

Enterococcus 
species

13%

• Out of 152 isolates



SIRs for ICUs by Quarter

0.0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1.0

1.2

1.4

1.6

St
an

da
rd

iz
ed

 In
fe

ct
io

n
 R

at
io

 (S
IR

)

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Quarter

HHS 5-Year Goal
NHSN 2015
SIR

Data Reported as of May 17, 2023



ICU CAUTI Microorganisms 

E. coli

35%

Enterococcus 
species

19%

P. aeruginosa

15%

• Out of 200 isolates



SIRs for LTACs by Quarter
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LTAC CAUTI Microorganisms 

E. coli

28%

P. aeruginosa

23%

Enterococcus 
species

13%

• Out of 40 isolates



SIRs for IRFs by Quarter
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IRF CAUTI Microorganisms 

E. coli

30%

Klebsiella 
species

17%

P. aeruginosa 

17%

• Out of 30 isolates



Multi-Drug Resistant Organism (MDRO) 
Outbreak Team Update

September 14th – October 13th, 2023

Lauren Daniel, MPH | October 16th, 2023



MDRO Alerts 

• CRAB – Carbapenem-
resistant Acinetobacter 
baumannii

• CRE - Carbapenem-
resistant 
Enterobacterales

• CRPA – Carbapenem-
resistant Pseudomonas 
aeruginosa

• KPC – Klebsiella 
pneumoniae 
Carbapenemase-
producing



MDRO Alert by Organism
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Non-KPC CRE Genes

• Carbapenemase-producing 
genes:
– “Big Five”

• KPC
• IMP
• NDM
• OXA-48
• VIM
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CRAB Alerts
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• Carbapenemase-producing 
genes:
– Other Oxacillinases

• OXA-24/40
• OXA-23



Specimen Sources 
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2023 C. auris Cases

39
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TN MDRO Alerts for 2023

• 157 CRAB specimens
– 118 OXA-23
– 39 OXA-24/40

• 51 non–KPC CRE
– 29 NDM
– 7 mCIM+/PCR-
– 5 VIM
– 4 OXA-48
– 2 KPC, VIM
– 2 KPC, NDM
– 2 IMP

• C. auris
– 52 Clinical cases
– 319 Screening cases



Next NHSN User Call
• Monday, November 20, 2023

– 10am CT / 11am ET

• NHSN Related
– Vicky.Lindsey@tn.gov
– Abigail.Marrero@tn.gov

• AU/AR Module
– Christopher.Evans@tn.gov

• Infection Prevention
– HAI.Health@tn.gov
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mailto:Vicky.Reed@tn.gov
mailto:Abigail.Marrero@tn.gov
mailto:Christopher.Evans@tn.gov
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