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Important Information about today’s webinar
 This session is set up as a “listen-only” so we will not be able to unmute you for 

questions.

 Submit questions throughout the presentation in the Q&A feature. Questions will 
be answered as time allows at the end of the presentation.

 When submitting questions, please do not break your question up into multiple 
parts in the Q&A. Questions come in quickly, and it is difficult for the subject matter 
experts to provide an answer if they are only seeing a portion of the question. 
Please type the entirety of your inquiry into the Q&A field before submitting.

 ONLY on topic protocol question, no specific case reviews will be addressed.

 All unanswered questions may be sent to NHSN@cdc.gov.

 This session is not being recorded.

Thank you for your participation!

mailto:NHSN@cdc.gov


Intent of Chapter 17 Definitions

Secondary BSI Attribution
Some Chapter 17 definitions can be used to 
deem a positive blood specimen secondary.  
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Healthcare-associated Infection (HAI) Surveillance

Intent of Chapter 17 Definitions

 Grouped into 14 major infection types 
• Seen in bold in the Table of Contents)
• All caps in the document

 Specific types of infection under each 
major type of infection

 Approximately 160 infection criteria

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/pscmanual/17pscnosinfdef_current.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/pscmanual/17pscnosinfdef_current.pdf


Intent of Chapter 17 Definitions 
 The Chapter 17 Surveillance Definitions by site is an important piece to 

Organ/Space SSI surveillance :

 SSI protocol pg. 9-15                   pg. -33Pg. 9-33



Purulence

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/faqs/faq -ssi.html#Evidence -of-Infection

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/faqs/faq-ssi.html#Evidence-of-Infection


Eligible Infection Site Guidance



What Does “*With no other recognized 
cause” Mean?
 “With no other recognized cause” 

means the sign/symptom is eligible 
for use in meeting the HAI or SSI 
criteria unless there is physician 
documentation within the medical 
record that specifically states the 
sign/symptom is due to something 
other than an HAI or SSI. 

 The local facility must make this 
determination based on the 
documentation available in the 
medical record.



Chapter 17 Key Concepts: 
Definitive Imaging Test Findings

 “Definitive for”: Confirms the presence of an 
infection on an imaging test

• Does not require clinical correlation (physician 
documentation of antimicrobial therapy for a 
specific infection)

 Examples:
• “Abscess” 
• “Infected seroma” 
• “Pyelonephritis”
• “Osteomyelitis”



Chapter 17 Key Concepts: Equivocal Imaging Finding

 Equivocal: 

 Clinical Correlation:



Let’s Talk About the “itis” Conditions
 Not all “itis” conditions are created equal! 
 Most “itis” conditions are associated with an inflammatory process 

that does not always indicate presence of infection.  
• Imaging findings alone below are not definitive or equivocal for 

infection:
o Colitis 
o Cholecystitis
o Peritonitis
o Pancreatitis

 Imaging findings below are either definitive for or equivocal for an 
infection
• Pyelonephritis (Definitive for Urinary System Infection)
• Cholangitis - “Biliary ductal dilatation”(Equivocal for cholangitis)
• Osteomyelitis



Questions?
Please submit any questions related to today’s topic to the Q&A field 

on your Zoom window.

The team is online and will answer questions in the Q&A as they are 
submitted. 



Future webinars



contact the NHSN Helpdesk at nhsn@cdc.gov
For any questions or concerns,

For more information please contact Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
1600 Clifton Road NE, Atlanta, GA 30333
Telephone, 1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)/TTY: 1-888-232-6348
E-mail: cdcinfo@cdc.gov Web: www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

mailto:nhsn@cdc.gov
mailto:cdcinfo@cdc.gov
http://www.cdc.gov/
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