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Linda Thfll-p, O.D., Chair 
Christopher Cooper, O.D., Vice Chair 
Kenneth Young, O.D 
Kurt Sreele, O.D. 

Tonya Reynoldson, O.D 
Consumer Member- Vacant 

Kimberly Wallace, Unit 3 Director 
Maria Johnston. Board Administrator 
Eric Win�ers. A·ssociate General Counsel 

Dr. Tharp, Board Chair, called the meetii1g to order at 9:05 AM CST. A roll call was conducted, 
and a quorum was present. 

Public Comment 

Ms. Wallace made it known that Public: Comments \-Vould be heard in this meeting and directed 
interested individuals to sign-in on the register provided at the room entrance, noting that the board 
could only take action on items previous1y notices and listed on the meeting agenda. She also noted 
that Public Comments can also be submitted in writing and sent by mail to the TN Board of 
Optometry, 665 Mainstream Drive,· Nashville, TN 37243 or submitted via email to 
Unit3HRB.Health@tn.gov. 

Conllict of l'nterest 

Mr. Winters reviewed the Conflict of Interest statement and Open Meetings Act statement for 
the Board Members, as follows: 
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If you have a personal or financi4l interest in the outcome of any issue or matter befrire this 
board which may suggest a bias;: on your part, you are asked to state that interest on the 
record so that a deterrnination can be made as to whether there exists a need for recusal. You 
ai·e reminded that it is the duty of this board to protecrthe health, safety, and welfare of the 
citizens of Tenn ssee and that thp administration of this solemn n.,:sponsibilit.y is dependent 
upon avoiding even the appearan e ofimpmpriety. 

; 

Pi11'sUai1t to rlie Open Meer.ings Act, Board business may ont be di. cu ·sed by the Board 
members during the meeting. Members should not dis ·uss the Board's busines-s at any time 
other than during the open Board meeting. fbe prohibicion applie' to phone calls, e-mails, 
and text messages. Boa.rd members should also ensure that all comments dming the meeting 
are stated for all to hear; private conversations between or among members during the 
meeting are inappropriate. 

Ms. Wallace requested the Board to hear an item out of otder on the agenda, to discuss and take 
action if necessary, regarding Legislatio;'l. Legislative Liaiso11s, Ms. Elizabeth Foy and Ms. Olivia 
Spears, were present to give the 2021 sulnnmries and are coordinating I.heir appearances at multiple 
meetings. The Board agreed to hear th.is!item at this point in the meeting. 

Discuss Legislation and take action if •�eeded 

Legislation pettinent to the Board was a4dressed by the Department's legislative liaison, Ms. Foy. 
' 

Board of Opt<)�etry-Legislative pd ate 2021 
i

Public Chapter 8 !
This act extends the board of optometry to June 30, 2026.

I 
The act took effect March 23, 2021. 

Public Chapter 37 
This act prohibits agencies subject to sultset reviev,, from promulgating rules or adopting policies to 
exempt members solely by virtue of the ii• status as members. 

' 

This act took effect March 23. 2021. 

Public Chapter 136 
This act was one of the Department of Health's legislative initiatives, relative to the Controlled 
Substance Monitoring Database (CSMD). First, the act authorizes the state's chief medical 
examiner, or county medical examiner/ to allow designees to approve death investigations. Next. 
this act allows deidentified CSMD drita; rather than only aggregate, to be shared, with the intent of 
improving information access. Additiopally, this act allows for CSMD data to be shared with 
additional state, county, or federal age�cies outside of Tennessee. Lastly, this act decreases the 
quorum requirements of the CSMD committee by one member, but still have a majority of members 
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present to conduct regular committee buiiness (6). 

This act took effect April I 3, 2021. 

Public Chapter 153 
This act creates a new definition of "store-and-forward telemedicine services" to include the use of 
asynchronous computer-based communi6ations between the healthcare provider and the patient for 
the-purpose of diagnoses, consliltmion, o'r 1:tearment of a patient at a distant site \vhere there may be 
no in-person exchange. 

This act took effect April 13, 202 l. 

Public Chapter 179 
This act authorizes unlicensed graduates; of certain medical training programs to provide telehealth 
services, provided they maintain the same existing standards for telehealth that licensed providers
must meet. 

This act took effect April 20, 2021. 

Public Chapter 230 
This act revises the definition of marijuapa to clatify that it does not include a product approved as a 
preseription by the Food and Drug Admipistra.tion (FDA). 

This act took effect April 22, 2021 . 

Public Chapter 242 
This a t authorizes records custodians· ro petition a co1.11i for injtmctive relief from indivi.chrnls 
making frequent public records reque�1s with the intent of disrupting government opera.ti ns, 
following a fifth ( th) public records reqnest. A records ct1stoditm can only petition a c-ouct if they
noti(y the pers n in writing stating the pecific conduct may constitute intent to disrupt govem1uent 
opcrntions, and that the person continu� to do so. The individual npon a court enjoinment ,;vould 
not be able to make public requests at the agency for up to one (1) year. 

This chapter took effect April 28th, 202 tj:and will sunset July 1, 2025_ 

Public Chuprer 291 
This act requires the attorney genera( and repo1ter to not approve an emergency rule if the 
emergency rule does not meet the statutciry criteria for adoption of the rule. 

This act took effect July I, 2021. 

Public Chapter 328 
This act requires that stmting DecembJr l, 2023, state agencies submit a repo1t of their effective 
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rules to the chairs of the government operations comminee every eight (8) years. The repott is 
required to include a brief description of the department's open1tions that each chapter affects, as 
,vell as each rule and its administrative history, vvhich would include the original promulgated date 
and the dates the rule was last amended, if applicable. Additionally, the report would include a 
determination of each rule on whethe,r it is adheres to cmtent state or federal law or court rulings,
should be amended or repealed, reviewed fmther, or continue in effect \Vithout amendment. Lastly, 
if there are any intentionally false statements in the report, the government operations committee 
woulo have the aoility to vote tu 1·equest the·generaI·assembly to remove a rule or suspend the 
depa1tmenes rulemaking authority foi" any reasonable period of time. 

This act took effect July l, 2021. 

Public Ch,�prei- 357 
This act authorizes an exception to existing telehealth requirements governing healthcare providers 
in Tennessee. In doing so, it allows individuals licensed in another state to practice telehealth in 
Tennessee while providing healthcare sei-viees on a volunteer basis through a free clinic. 

TI1is act took effect May 11, 2021. 

P11blic Chapter 453 
This act requires public or private entitibs or business IS that op�rate a building open to the genera.I 
public to post signage regarding public restroom access in c·e1tain situations. Specifically, this 
applies to entities or businesses that hav� restroom policies allowing either biological sex to use any 
public restroom within their building. The act includes requirements for language, size, location, 
and even color for the signage. The �ct excludes unisex, single occupant restrooms or family 
restrooms intended for use by either sex. 

This act took effect July I, 2021. 

Publi_c Chapter 46 l 
This act requires TDH licensing authodties, upon learning a healthcare prescriber was indicted of 
certain criminal offenses (controlled s�1bstance violations or sexual offenses), to automatically 
restrictthe prescriber's ability to prescribe SchedLlle TI controlled substances until the case reaches a 
firial disposition. The restriction shall be removed upon sufficient proof of acqLLittal or 
dismissal/nolle prosequi. The act fu1ther requires licensing authorities to automatically revoke the 
license of a practitioner that is convicted of those same criminal offenses. A new license shall be 
granted if the conviction is overturned or reversed (but shall be restricted related to prescribing if 
the case has not reached final disposition). In addition, the act require.s the licensing authority to 
suspend the license of midlevel practitioner (APRN/PA) upon finding the healthcare professional 
fajled to comply with physician collaboration requirements. Finally, this act requires facility 
administrators to repo1t ce1tain disciplinary actions concerning licensed personnel to the 
professionals' respective boards. 

This act took effect May 18, 2021. 
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Public Chapter 513 
This act prohibits the Governor from is�uing an executive order and a state agency, department or 
political subdivision from promulgatin�, adopting, or enforcing an ordinance or resolution that 
requires a person to receive an immunization, vaccination; or injection for the SARS-CoV-2 virus 
or any variant of the SARS-CoV-2 virus[ It also deletes the previous override during an epidemic or 
immediate threat of an epidemic of an 9bjection against vaccination that was rnacle on the basis of 

- - - - - --rel1g1ous tenetsw I he la\V prohi6ftS tequjfirigthe CO\1 1D-19 vaccine tOlfftend-R- r2-schooi-s.------Th:e
prohibition against requiring vaccines d�es not apply to governmental entities subject to federal or 
state statute or rule that prohibits the en�ity from requiring medical treatment for those who object 
on religious grounds or right of conscience. The law also does not apply to students of a public 
instiLution of higher ed1.1cation deliveri'ng healthcar s n:ic s when the student is participating 
in/fLllfilling requiremen1s of a progrcim1 in medicine, denristry, pharm,1cy, or another healthcare 
prpfession. 

This act took effect May 25, 202 l. 

Public Chapter 531 
This act limits an agency's authority t9 promulgate rules \Vithout a public hearing. There are 
exceptions to the public hearing requireinent. These exceptions indude emergency rules, rules that 
are nonsubstantive modifications to exi4ting rules (like clerical updates), rules that repeal existing 
rule, or rules that eliminate or reduce a ffe described by an existing rule. 

This act took effect July 1, 2021. 

Public Chflpter 532 l
This act authorizes the joint government operations committee to stay an agency's rule from going 
into effect for a period of time not t9 exceed ninety (90) days. If the government operations 
committee detem1ine that subsequent ::stay are necessary, then the joint committee may issue 
consecutive stays; each for an additional! ninety (90) day period, so lon,o- as such stays do not extend 
beyond the fifth legislative day of the year following the year in which the rule is filed with the 
secretary of state. The initial stay may b� done by either the house or senate government operations 
committee, but subsequent stays must b�: by agreement by the committees of both chambets. A stay 
is effective when the respective committee files written not.ice with the secretary of state, and the 
respective committee shall specify the le�1gth of effectiveness of the stay. 

This act took effect May 25, 2021. 

Public hapre1• 577 
This public chapter establishes the medical cannabis commission ,vhich is administratively attached 
to the department of health for purposes :'of budgeting, audit, use of IT systems, HR support, clerical 
assistance and adrninistrative support. The commission is composed of 9 members. The Governor 
appoints 3 members (J from each grancl:clivision), the Lt. Governor appoints 3 members (I must be 
a physician and l a pharmacist), and the Speaker of the House appoints 3 members (l must be a 
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physician and 1 a pharmacist). The co�unission must be impaneled and hold its first meeting by 
October 1, 202 L The commission is �equired to meet at least once every two months pi -ior to 
March 2023. The commission shall appciint an executive director. 

The commission is to examine federal' laws and other states' laws regarding medical use of 
cannabis, including issues relating to patient qualification, patient registration, role of pmctitioners 
in recommending/preS(:ribing, esrablishing guidelines for acceptable medical uses, development of a 
standard of c.are, etc. 

This act took effect May 27, 2021. 

*These are general summaries of !egislation. For more detailed infonnation and all
specifics/requirements, please review the: links to each public chapter.

Apprnval of Minute from Board Meeting April 14
1

2021 

Upon review of the April 14, 202 I, Board Meeting minutes Dr. Cooper made a motion ,vith a 
second by Dr. Young, to approve the niinutes as written. There was no discussion on the motion. 
The motion passed unanimously. 

l<eeeh: neports nnd/or Requests fron,J, the Offiee ofln�resti@tious 

Courtney Lily presented repo1ts to the :Board of the currently monitored practitioners report and 
investigative repo1t, as follows: 

ClJRRENTL Y MONITORED PRAtTlTIONERS PERIOI>: As of July 7, 2021 

Total # Ctu·t'ently Monitored
Practitione1·s 

PERIOD: 2021 Calendar Year 

COMPLAINTS 

New Complaints 

Unprofessional Conduct 

Medic.al Record Request 

COVID-19 

Malpractice 

Violation of Order 

I Num her of Complaints 

[
!

' 
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Total# New Complaints 11 

I 

Closed Comphtints 0 

Closed BIV, EMS, HCF, AW 0 
Insuffic-icnt Evidence 

Closed - No Action 6 

Closed -Letter of Concern
' 

5 

Closed- Warning Letler 0 

Total# Closed Complnints 12 

Total# Currently Open Complainits 4 

Ms. Lily reminded the Board and the pu 1blic that the letters of warning and the letters of concern 
are not rep0ttable to the National Practitioner Data Bank (N-PDB) and therefore, they are not 
considered fomrnl discipline. 

Receive Repotts imd/01· Heguests f'rnmi'the Division of He;Llth Licensru·e and Regulatio1\ 

The Finance Director, Ms. Alicia Grice has info1med Ms. Wallace they do not have anything new to 
report to the Board until they have the fi$cal year 2021 reports available; they anticipate presenting 
them to the Board at the October 6, 2021 ,meeting.

Administrator's Report 

Ms. Johnston presented the Administrm:01"s report, as follows: 

PERIOD: As of07/07/2021 

Total# Currently Licensed Optometdsts 

LICENSE STATUS SINCE THE LA/5T BOARD MEETING

PERIOD: AJlril 06, 2021 to July 07, 211)2l 

Nev.r Optometry Licenses 

Renewed Licenses-Total 

Paper Renewals 
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Online Renewals ' 

JOO 

Licenses Renewed Online as;% of 62.5% 
Total Renewals ' 

Retired Licenses ' 12 
Expired Licenses 8 

Closed Files 2 

The cLment maximum hotel lodging re1�1ains $207 .00 per night. The rn i leage remains .4 7 cents per 
mile. The meals remain $45.75 per dayifor overnight stay. 

' 

:tv1s. Johnston also presented the dares (or the 2021 Board Meetings, as follows: 

• Octobet 6, 2021

• January 5, 2022

• April 6, 2022

• July 6, 2022

• October 12, 2022

Review of Upcoming Board Meeting; )1ates 

Ms. Wallace brought to the Board's att9ntion that all meetings will begin at 9:00am CST and will 
be held at the Office of Health-Related: Boards. Should there ever be an occasion to return to a 
vhtual meeting format for any reason, the Board Members will be informed of that change on a 
meeting-by-meeting basis. 

Ms. Wallace made a special note of the 6ext meeting, which is scheduled for October 06, 2021. It's 
understood that in the past, this Boardihas held their Fall meeting in another location, however, 
going forward all in person meetings fo�- all the Health Related Boards are required to be held on­
site, at 665 Mainstream in Nashville, wllich facilitates the requirements for public access with live 
streaming and recordings of all meeting�. 

I 

Reports and/or Request from the Offibe of General C(?unsel
! 

Mr. Winters presented the rule activity jfor Telehealth rules are in the process of being sent to the 
Secretary of State's Office to schedule 'a hearing at the October Board meeting. Additionally, the 
Scope of Practice rules, approved at the October 2020 meeting, are in internal review. 

I 

The application renewal fee decreases approved at the April meeting are also in internal review. At 
this time, there are no disciplinary cases in the Office of General Counsel and the Legislation has 
already been discussed by the Legislativ� Liaisons. 
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Mr. Winters responded to questions that board had regarding the upcoming mlemaking hearing and 
he- and Ms. Wallace clarified the diffefonc-es between the rulemaking hearings held during the 
course of a board meeting and the steps taken later in the process ·when a nilemaking package goes 
before the Government Operations comrr;tinee for final review. 

lSE Waiver It que t- Kimberly Reedi-

Dr. Kimberly Reed submitted an application for licensure as an Optometrist in TN. She was not 
able to be pres nt in person, however, she has indicated that she would be available by phone to 
discuss her request v,1ith the Board in thi� meeting. 
The Board attempted to reac,h her at the:phone irnmber provided. Ms. Wallace lefl a message that 
her file will be presented to the Boarcl for the option to continue to on revie\v or table her 
application in her absence. At the conclusion of this meeting a letter will be issued to her with the 
results of the• Board's decision. 

Ms. Wallace presented Dr, Reed's request to the Board to waive the requirement of completing the 
NBEO Pmt III Exam. Fluther, Dr. Reedidoes not currently have certification in injectables. 

The Board has ,l. Policy on Injectable icertification and Licensure, which allows waiver of the 
lnjecrable Skills Exam tor an optorne.tt.·\st whose initial date of licensure was prior to 2012 upon 
detnonstrarion of the applicant's clinic:;al competency in the use of injectables. This clinical 
competency may be demonstrated through provision of transcripts or other documentary proof that 
injectable certification was obtained \.Vhile the applicant was in optometry scbool, or that such 
certification was obtained thrOltgh a.cou�se offered by a provider recognized by tl1e Board. 

! 

Dr. Reed was initially licensed in the sttite of Florida in 1991, and that license remains active and 
undisciplined as of the April 21, 2021, virification received from the Florida State Board_ 

1 

Dr. Reed, has not provided proof of h�ving passed the ISE or completed injectable ceitification 
through any other Board-approved edu�ational oppmtunity and has confirrned that she does not 
ctmently have an Injectable Certificatiotl 

Dr. Reed is requesting in her letter either I) a conditional license, or 2) the Board approve her 
license application be granted an extens�on to remain open for a period of time to allo\V her to earn 
the injectable ce1tification_ 

Dr. Reed's application was received on 03/30/2021, with an initial deficiency letter being sent after 
review on 04/14/202 l. Rule l 045-02-.02(1 O)(b) requires all documents to complete an application 
be provided within 60 days of a deficienpy letter or the application be closed. Thus, her application 
was set to expire rmcl be closed on 06/1412021, but it was held open pending review by the Board at 
this meeting. 

' 
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Discussion included: 

Rule 1045-02-.07 states that it is the ; intent of the Board that all applicants for licensure as 
optometrists anain the highest level of licensure available under the law including diagnostic and 
therapeutic certification as provided in T.C.A. §§ 63-8-102(12)(E) and 63-8-112(4). Attaining 
therapeutic cettification must include :attaining certification to use pham1aceutical agents by 
injection. 

There is no provision for waiving this R'.ule, outside of the policy already cited whereby applicants 
show proof of earning the injectable certification. 

It is stated in the rules that the injectable certification is a requirement for licensure, and in that 
regard, applicants should obtain this certification prior to applying fi)r licensure, as they would with 
any other of the examination requirements. 

As the Board has discussed in past meet1ngs, there is no provision for issuing a temporary license, 
as that would require a change in statute.; 

I 

The Board cannot issue a conditional license or to ovenide a licensure requirement. 

There is no provision for keeping an app\ication open to allovv an applicant time to obtain additional 
education that is required by rule for licd1surn.

This is not a situation where an applic�nt needs to obta111 or submit supporting documentation, 
rather, this is a licensure requirement th,, applicant has not cmnpleted prior to applying. 
A motion was made by Dr. Cooper to di�cuss Dr. Reed's request in this meeting, with a second 
made by Dr Youn0• There was no disc:udsion of the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
Dr. Cooper stated that Dr. Reed doesn't have the requirements for licensure, there is no conditional 
license available and applicant files are t,l) be closed in 60 days. He believes that Dr. Reed should be 
sent a letter that her file has expired! and Mc:ourage her to reapply when she has met the 
reql1irements of other licensees in the. state. 

Dr. Tharp, Dr. Young, and Dr. Steele agreed the file should expire in accordance with the Rules. 
br. Reed can reapply when she has met t?e Rule requirements. 

A motion was made by Dr. Young with: a: second by Dr. Steele to allow the application to expire 
organically as of as of today's date and issue an administrative follow-up !en.er. There was no 
discussion on the motion. The motion P<¥>Sed unanimously. 

Business Name Request- Essential Eye Care. PLLC, Angela Johnson, OD

The Board has received a business name request from Dr. Angela Johnson to open a practice 
location in Murfreesboro, TN with the natne of .Essential Eye Care, PLLC. 
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A motion was made by Dr. Young to ai)prove the business name request as written for Essential 
Eye Care, PLLC in Murfreesboro, TN wjth a second made by Dr. Steele. There was no discussi.on 
on the motion. The motion passed unanii:nously. 

The Board has received a business name request from Dr. Sechler to open a prncti.ce location in 
Hixson, TN with the name of Sight Eyec�r<.:�. 
A motion was made by Dr. Steele to appfove the business name reqliest as written. for Sight Eyecare 
in Hixson, TN, with a second made by Dr. Cooper. There was no discussion on the motion. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

Ra1ificatiou List-Ne·wly licensed, Rei••statements, and Closed/Withdrawn Files 

Ms. Wallace commented that all files ion the ratification list have been reviewed and found 
cornplete and in good order according t� the Rules for new licensure, closure of licensure, and 
reinstatement of license. 
A motion was made by Dr. Steele to approve the ratification list as presented, with a second made 
by Dr. Young. There was no discussion �n the motion_ The motion passed unanimously. 

License# 
3677 

3678 
3693 

3687 

3692 
3685 
3669 

3679 

3676 
3675 

3682 
3695 
3663 
3668 

3658 
3689 
3680 
3684 

Newly Licensed 
Licenses is�ued 04/06/2021 - 07/07/2021 

Name License
Caudle, Lindsey D. 
Clum, Aspen 
Coleman, Marly Jean 
Daigrepont, Kelsey E. I 
Daniel, Kailey Soileau! 
Elam, Tara Marshall 
Flood, Sinead 
Girsky, Anna Matie 
Grissom, Zeke 
Kendrick, Meade Hammond IV 
Kreig, CmTin Stefani 
Lejeune, Kristian Tylei·
May, Abby Nichole 
McBee, Kanesha Kierra 
McBride, Matthew 
r-.foody, Emily 
Naguib, Marina Magdy 
Nguyen, Jacqueline 

Expiry Date 
07/31/2023 
08/31/2022 
07/31/2023 
06/30/2023 
05/31/2022 
09/30/2022 
02/29/2024 
{2/3 l/2022 
09/30/2022 
10/31/2023 
05/31/2024 
03/31/2024 
07/31/2023 
02/28/2023 
11/30/2022 
04/30/2023 
04/30/2023 
06/30/2023 
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3686 
3690 
3688 
3691 
3683 

Oliver. Joshua Cade 
Raynor, Katherine Alicf,: Marie 
Shoemaker, Whitley Lauren 
Smith, Ty 
Taylor, Ashlee Sue 

12/31/2022 
l0/31/2022 
10/31/2022 
07/31/2022 
09/30/2023 

3694 Trent, Joseph Tyler 
------•-,"6-,"--6_,._<:; ---�w,1hkl, Iqra Z

368 l Zasoski, Danielle 

06/30/2022 
04f3i}fzwo2ra13- - --
08/31/2023 

License# 
1622 

File# 
3658 

3665 

Reinstatement fron1 Expired

Name License 
Howard, Lisa Sanford 

Closed Applications 

Name of Applicant 
McBride, �vlatthew 
Wahid, Iqra Z 

Taskforce/Committec Reports 

A.dminfatralive Office U �

Expiry Date 
10/31/2022 

Ms. Wallace clarified that at the April l 4, 2021 Board Meeting, the Board approved a motion to 
have a Rules Review Taskforce cond'uct reviews of 8 separate sections of Chapter 1045-02 
Governing Optometty, which included: 

• .05 Continuing Education !
• .07 Diagnostic and Therapeutic Certification
• .08 Corporate or Business Nfunes and Advertising
• .09 Ocular and Contact Lei1s Prescriptions and Office Equipment
• . l l Scope of Practice*
• .14 Optometric Records
• .15 Consumer Right-To-K�ow Requirements
• .16 Tamper-Resistant Prescriptions

Ms. Wallace apologized for not being p1tsent t.o be part of the conversation regarding the Taskforce 
in the April meeting, due to an extreme family emergency necessitating her to be elsewhere that 
dey . 

Ms. Wallace stated the Board's assignll)ent of 8 full sections of the Rules is highly unusual, as that 
presents a considerable a.mount of revieM' that may not be attainable in a single meeting. She then 
reviewed the typical handling of Board assignments for a Taskfotce meeting, inclusive of Public 
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Notice requirements. She asked the Board to determine which specific rules sections rhe Taskforce 
should be reviewing in their upcoming Taskforce meeting which is currently set for September 8, 
2021 so that it can be properly listed on the Public Notice. 

Ms. Wallace also added that the Board n�av wish to consider striking Senion .11 from the list of the 
8 rules for review, seeing that this rule h,�s-a recent revision that is in internal review. 

Dr. Cooper discussed the list of rule se ti'ons the board last reviewed. He. tecommended sections for 
the September meeting: 

• .08 Corporate or Business Names and Advertising
• .09 Ocular and Contact Lens t,rescriptions and Office Equipment

A motion was made by Dr. Steele for the: Taskforce to review _08 and .09 in the September meeting,
with a second made by Dr. Young. There was no discussion of the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

Dr. Cooper asked if Taskforce Members! are eligible for travel reimbursements. Ms_ Wallacenoted 
that travel reimbursements and per die1r1s are only applicable to Board Members, as appointed by 
the Governor's Office. 

Dr. Cooper asked if the Board ean pass a motion to cover travel expenses for these volunteers in 
light of the current excess in the cumulative earryover fonds and Ms. Wallace explained that these 
funds cannot be used in this manner. 

CSMDReport 
I 

Dr_ Tharp attended the June 22, 2021 :CSMD meeting and provided highlights of that meeting_ 
Topics included statistics regarding drng overdoses in TN, prescription data, prescriber reporting 
measures, pham1acy programs, opfoids r for non-surgical dental procedures, comparisons between 
specialties, and rhe number of pain mat agement linic inspections occLuTing dmU1g the Covid-19 
p1:1ndemic. There are no drtta privacy co1�cerns or data breaches □oted to-dt1te regarding CSMD data. 
The Tenncare chronic opioids use and number of pills numbers have de -reased. BESMA RT 
progrnr:n data was presented and the ripioids strategy for the Dental program has significantly 
reduced the number of opioid dental prescriptions. The next meeting is scheduled for October 12, 
2021. 

Discuss �md fake �tction as necessnry .-:·�garding Rnlemaking, Rulemaking Hearings, Rule 
Amendments, nnd Policies 

Injectable Certification Policy Update - Reinstatement Considerations 
Ms. Wallace presented an inquiry that the Administrative Office received from an individual who 
was licensed prior to the rnle requiring ii1jectable ce11ification, who was interested in what would be 
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I 

required for them to be able to reinstate their license. 

As Mr. Winters and Ms. Wallace revie\ved the request in conjunction v.rith the board statutes and 
rnles, it was f◊Llnd that the rules already 1�1ake provision for this requirement. Therefore, in orde1· to 
assist with clarifying this requiremem: the Board Members wa presented with an expanded verSion 
of the current 1njectable Policy SMernerit which adds one new paragraph at the bott m that speaks 
d.it:ectly to individuals wishing ta reinstat their license. The updated draft of the poli y reads as
follows:

The draft of the updated policy reads as follows: 

TENNESSEE BOARD q:F OPTOME'l'RY POLICY STATEMENT ON 
INJECTAl:lLE CERTIFICATION ANO LICENSURE 

All new applicants for licensure rnt�st complete pa1is one (l), two (2), and three (3) of the 
NBEO exam, as well as the Injectio1�s Skills Exam (ISE) by the NBEO. However, the Board 
recognizes that there are optometrists who may have been licensed in other states prior ro the 
inclusion of the Injectable Skills Exa� (ISE) of the NBEO exam. 

I 

When an optometrist whose initial d�te of licensure was prior to 2012 applies for a Tennessee 
license, the Board may waive the Injectable Skills Exam (TSE) requirement upon a 
de,monstration of the applicant's clihical competency in the use of it�jectables. This clinical 
competency tnay be demonstrated jthrough provision of transcripts or other documentary 
proof that injectable certification was obtained while the applicant was in optometry school, 
or that sucl1 certification was obtained through a course offered by a provider recognized by 
the Board. 

This waiver is available only to applicants who were initially licensed prior to the 
indusion of the iqjectable Skills Exafll of the NBEO exam on 8/l/2012. 

i 

Additionally, any Optometrist wishifig to reinstate their license due to a lapsed license or bring 
a license ottt of retirement shall be treated as an applicant for Ii censure in accordance with Rule 
1045-02-.04 and shall be requiredi to be injectable certified. To be injectable certified, an 
Optometrist mu.st dernonstrate clinidaJ corni:ietency 'in the use of injectabl�i throtJgh transcripts 
or other locurnentary proof that inActable cettiftcation was obtained either , ltile the applicant 
was in optometty school or that su�h certification ,vas obtained 1brough a course offered by a 
provider recognized by the board pri:or to being reinstated. 

The Board discLlSsed the timing and avlilability of injectable ce1tification course offerings. It was 
noted that at the time of this rneeti'.ng, the NBEO's website listed good availability, with 
approximately 40 different appointments available for the ISE in just the month of August alone. 

Ms. Wallace commented that at some r,oint the Board deemed it necessary to add a nde requiring 
injectable certification and then made the allowanc:e for new licensees to come into the state who 

I 
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had not taken the fSE or the NBEO Part Ill to prove they had rhat certification through these outside 
sources. At a previous Board Meeting the: Board did vote to also approve any inje-ctable ce1tification 
course provided by any accredited college or school of Optometry which provides additional 
oppo11unities for certification_ 

A motion was made by Dr. Cooper to aRprove the amended policy as written, with a second made 
by Dr. Young_ There was no discussion ohhe motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

Correspondeut.e Review 

ARBO Reflection on Li .cnsing Exams iti the Pandemic 

Ms. Wallace presented this item that wa� provided by ARBO for the Boards inforn1ation only and 
requires no action by the Board. It is /a reflective letter from ARBO President Patrick O'Neill 
looking back on Exams in 2020, highlighting the fle,•ibility he noted ofNBEO during 2020. 

ASCO Cultural Competence Reqt1est 

Ms. Wallace presented this item that {vas provided by Carol Brubaker, of the Association of 
Schools and Colleges of Optometry mal�ing a request for the board to consider requiring cultural 
competence training as part of the licensure process. 

' 

Dr. Tharp made a motion to revie\'V Rules section .05 regarding Continuing Education in the 
October Board meeting, with a second by Dr. Cooper. There was no discussion of the motion. The 
motion passe,d unanimously. 

NBEO Reflections 5.12_21 

Ms. Wallace presented this item that ,ds provided by NBEO for the Boards information only and 
requires no action by the Board. lt is a reflecti e statement directly from NBEO discussing their 
efforts during the pandemic and indicating that the class of 2021 was on track to complete this 
testing year on time, as of the writing of fhe letter on May 12, 2021. 

AR.BO Committee Volunteer Request 
I 

Ms. Wallace presented this item that w$ submitted by ARBO in their efforts to provide volunteer 
oppmtunities for serving on an ARBO qommittee. The fonn with its instructions is available to the 
Board Members, should the Board Me111bers wish to apply to serve in this capacity_ She noted that 
in accordance with the Board's Conflict of Interest Policy, should a Board Member serve in this 
manner, the Board Member will need to:ciisclose it to the Board in writing, and are required to keep 
all involvement completely separated from the work on the Board, noting that it could present the 
need for the Board Member to recuse frqm certain board discussions, where a potential or perceived 
conflict cotild occur. 
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Con fern.nee/Event Reports 

ARBO Annual Meeting -Event Reports from Attendees 

Dr. Tharp p resente{l the review of the ,f\.RBO Annual Meeting held virtually on June 19, 2021. 
Board Training was held by Dale Atkinson_ Th� topic ,vas 'What Do Optometry Boards Do?" They 
reviewed topics such as protect the pt\blic, er1suring regulation and compliance, telemedicine, 

--- -c�OPE's new standards, COPE�a new we6sitifl.H1O-1ogo -an~d-stated�hat-e0-PE--distance-leaming-wiH­
continue through December 31, 202 l. :NBEO has restructured Part Ill of the exam, has a new 
website and the patient encounters and perfo1mance sk.ills areas have experienced some changes. 
Board Ivtembers cannot sponsor a candidate who has failed the NBEO. Exam results take 6 weeks 
to rule out cheating, if found cheating, thm the Candidate is disbarred for a period, or the state 
boards can ovenide. 

' 

Dr. Cooper briefly discussed Dale Atkidson's comment that boards have professional members to 
increase the efficiency of government. an11 bring insight to public members to increase the efficiency 
that decisions and action can be made in protecting the public. 

Mr. Winters conftnned he will be atte�ding the .FARB Conference September 30, 202 I through 
October 3, 2021. 

T AOP Annual Con gr ss - Gatlinburg, TN October l 4 - 17, 2021 

Ms. Wallace noted that the Board can!: vote to potentially sponsor up to three l'ittendees for u 
conference. No reservations or registdtions should be made, however, confirmation is received 
from the Administrative Office that thd anendance has been approved internally. Those who do 
attend, will be expected to provide a report back to the Board of highlights and information of 
paiiicular interest and applicability to the Board. 

I 

The Board did not indicate any interest 111 sponsoring attendance at this meeting, so no action was 
taken. 

Discuss Old & New Board Business 

There have been no new or old business ,items presented for review on today's agenda- Should any 
Boru·d Member have a topic they would' like presented at a future meeting, they can submit that to 
the Administrative Office up to 30 day� prior to any regularly scheduled meeting for inclusion on 
the agenda. 

Call fol· Pnblic Comment 

Ms. Wallace opened the meeting for one final opportunity to make public comments before the end 
of the meeting, also noting again that public comments may also be submitted in writing and sent by 
mail to The TN Board of Optometry, 665 Mainstteam Drive, Nashville, TN 37243 or sent via email 

TN Board of OptometlJ1 

Meeting Minutes 07/14/2021 
Page 16 cf/7 



to Unit3HRB.Health@t.n.gov. 
No one requested to make a Public Com�1ent. 

Adjournment 

A mCHion was m:i.le by De Young to adj6w-n, ,._d.tb a second rn@e.by D[� Src:.e.te. tli�re was no 
discussion of the mot-ion. The motiol'.l passed unanimous.ly. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11 :28 am 9ST 

These Minutes were Ratified by the Board on October 6, 2021. 

0 
�,.,--�J� 
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