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BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY 

MINUTES 
 
DATE:     May 7, 2021  
 
 
TIME:     9:00 AM CST 
 
LOCATION:     Poplar Conference Room 

665 Mainstream Drive, 1st Floor 
Nashville, TN 37243 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   David Harris, PT Board Chair 

LeAnn F. Childress, PT, Board Secretary 
Ronald Barredo, PT Board Member 
Jane David, PT Board Member 
Kelly O’Connor, PT Board Member 

 
STAFF PRESENT:    Noranda French, Unit Director 

Mary V. Bennett, Unit Manager 
Kara Love, Board Administrator 
Gregory Speakman, Administrative Assistant 
Lara Gill, Senior Associate General Counsel 
Courtney Lilly, Assistant Disciplinary Coordinator 

 
GUESTS PRESENT:               Teresa Phillips, TnPAP Representative 
     Rachael Talley, TnPAP Representative 

Brigina Wilkerson, Board Consultant-Via Phone 
Matthew Biggerstaff, Applicant Interview 
Christina Straughen, Applicant Interview-Via Phone 
Christian Castellano, Applicant Interview 
Este Harris, TPTA, Representative 

 
 

I. Call to Order 
 
A roll call of Board Members was initiated, by Mary V. Bennett, Unit Manager. With a quorum 
present, the meeting started at 9:05 am. 
     
 
II. Review and approve minutes from previous meetings 
 
After a review of the February 12, 2021 minutes, Ms. LeAnn Childress, made a motion to approve 
the minutes as written, with corrections to the location, Dr. Ronald Barredo, seconded the motion. 
The motion carried. 
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III. Receive reports and/or requests from the Office of General Counsel 
 
Lara Gill, Senior Associate General Counsel, reported that there are currently zero (0) appeals, 
fourteen (14) open cases, eight (8) against Physical Therapist, and six (6) against Physical 
Therapist Assistants. 
 

Ms. Childress, made a motion to have Ms. Gill pull back the rules to make changes to direct access, 
appointing Dr. Jane David, as the Board liaison, Ms. Kelly O’Connor, seconded the motion. The 
motion carried.  
  
Ms. Gill, presented the board members with a Consent Order for Wesley Tate – PT No. 11673. 
Ms. O’Connor, made a motion to approve the Consent Order as written, Dr. Barredo, seconded the 
motion. The motion carried. 
 
Ms. Gill, presented the board members with an Agreed Order for James E. Burgess – PT No. 
8863. Dr. Barredo, made a motion to approve the Consent Order as written, Ms. O’Connor, 
seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

IV. Receive reports and/or requests from the Office of Investigations 
 
Courtney Lilly, Disciplinary Coordinator, reported there are currently thirteen (13) Physical 
Therapist being monitored, three (3) reprimand, five (5) probation, three (3) suspension, two (2) 
revocation.  
 
Ms. Lilly, reported there are currently twenty (20) Physical Therapist Assistants being monitored, 
two (2) reprimand, eleven (11) probation, four (4) suspension, three (3) revocation. 
 
Ms. Lilly, reported six (6) new complaint for Physical Therapists; one (1): action in another state, 
one (1): unprofessional conduct, one (1): unlicensed professional, one (1): false reporting, one (1): 
substance abuse, and one (1): COVID-19. Four (4) Closed Complaints: one (1) insufficient 
evidence, three (3) sent to OGC for formal discipline. There are currently sixteen (16) open 
complaints being reviewed.  
  
Ms. Lilly, reported one (1) new complaint for Physical Therapist Assistants; one (1): action in 
another state. Five (5) Closed Complaints: sent to OGC for formal discipline. There are currently 
four (4) open complaints being reviewed.   

 
V. Receive reports and/or requests from the Division of Health Licensure and Regulation  
 
No report was provided at this time. A fiscal report will be presented at the November 2021 board 
meeting. 
 
VI. Applicant Interviews/Reviews  

 
Matthew Biggerstaff, PTA – File No. 7837 - After board members reviewed the charges of 
AWOL, contributing to the delinquency of a minor, and statutory rape, Ms. O’Connor made a 
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motion to approve Matthew Biggerstaff, examination/application, contingent upon Mr. Biggerstaff 
undergoing a TnPAP evaluation, that deems Mr. Biggerstaff eligible to practice unencumbered. 
Additionally, this monitoring evaluation will be sent to the board administrative staff, Dr.  Barredo, 
seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

Christian Garcia Castellano PTA – File No 7817 - After board members reviewed the 
educational credentials of Ms. Castellano, Dr. David, made a motion to deny the application based 
on The General Rules Governing the Practice of Physical Therapy, that specify the applicant must 
be a graduate of a physical therapy assistant program accredited by CAPTE and approved by the 
Board of Physical Therapy, Dr. Barredo, seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

Christina Straughen, PTA – File No. 7320 - After board members reviewed the charges of 
Underage Consumption and DUI, Dr. Barredo made a motion to approve Christina Straughen 
application, contingent upon Ms. Straughen undergoing a TnPAP evaluation that deems Ms. 
Straughen eligible to practice unencumbered. Additionally, this monitoring evaluation will be sent 
to the board administrative staff, Dr. David, seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

Padmapriya Indukuri PT – File No 13490 - After board members reviewed the educational 
credentials of Ms. Indukuri, Ms. O’Connor, made a motion to approve her application, Ms. 
Childress, seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

It was further discussed that a policy statement would be approved for board administrative staff 
to make a decision to review and approve any internationally trained applicant who has received a 
CAPTE approved degree in physical therapy (assistant).  A motion was made by Dr. Barredo, 
seconded, by Ms. O’Connor, to approve the policy statement. The motion carried.  

VII. Receive Report from Tennessee Professional Assistance Program (TnPAP) 
 
Teresa Phillips, representative from TnPAP, reported from July 1 ,2020 thru March 31, 2021 that 
one (1) Physical Therapist Assistants were being monitored, and one (1) Physical Therapist was 
discharged. 
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VIII. Review, Approve/Deny and Ratify Initial Determinations Licenses 
 

 

 
 
Dr. David, made a motion to ratify newly license Physical Therapist and Physical Therapist 
Assistants, Ms. Childress, seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
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Dr. David, made a motion to ratify reinstated Physical Therapist and Physical Therapist Assistants, 
Ms. Childress, seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
 
Ms. Childress, made a motion, to ratify the closed files, Ms. O’Connor, seconded the motion. The 
motion carried. 
 
Dr. Barredo, made a motion to ratify newly compacted Physical Therapist and Physical Therapist 
Assistants, Ms. O’Connor, seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
 
IX. Receive reports and/or requests from the Administrative Office 
 
STATISTICAL REPORT 
 
Mary Bennett, Unit Manager, reported on behalf of Kara Love, Board Administrator: 
 
The following are the total active licensees as of April 30, 2021: 
PT PTA 
Active Licensees 7580 Active Licensees 4507 
New applications received 94 New applications received 80 
New licenses issued 102 New licenses issued 48 
Reinstated 22 Reinstated 9 
Renewals 649 Renewals 382 
Provisional License 0 Provisional License 0 
Retired 17 Retired 13 
Expired 38 Expired 27 
Closed Files 13 Closed Files 7 

 
STATISTICAL REPORT FOR COMPACT PRIVILEGES 
 
Mary Bennett, Unit Manager, reported on behalf of Thomasina Scharkley: 
 
The following are the total active licensees as of April 30, 2021: 
Active Privileges 179 
New CPT privileges issued 13 
New CPTA privileges issued 13 
Number of renewals 19 
Expired 31 
Terminated 0 

 

Physical Therapist (Assistant) Newsletter 
 
The Spring Quarter newsletter was presented to the board members for review and approval, which 
was prepared by Gregory Ethan Speakman, board administrator, to the Board of Physical Therapy. 
Dr. David, made a motion to approve the Physical Therapist Newsletter with discussed changes 
being made, and for this newsletter to continue quarterly, Ms. Childress, seconded the motion. The 
motion carried. 
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X. Discuss and take action, if needed, regarding correspondence 
 

a. i. Ms. O’Connor, made a motion to table the approval of Integration of Dry needling to the 
Lumbar Spine and Lower Quarter, Course Number, 2021-2024; until the next board 
meeting due to a clerical error, Dr. Barredo, seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

 
a. ii. Ms. O’Connor, made a motion to table the approval of Dry Needling 1 Course Number 

- Intricate Art Spine & Body Institute; until the next board meeting due to a clerical error, 
Dr. Barredo, seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

 
a.   iii. Ms. David, made a motion to approve Upstream Rehab Institute DN1: Dry Needling  

of the Lumbar Region and Lower Quarter, Course Number, 266; Dr. Barredo,  
seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

 
a. iv. Ms. O’Connor, made a motion to table the approval of Dry Needling of the Lumbar 

Region and Lower Quarter – A Comprehensive Approach, Course Number, 2502; until the 
next board meeting, Dr. Barredo, seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

 
a. v. Ms. Childress, made a motion to approve Master Dry Needling Level 2, Course Number, 

2501; Dr. Barredo, seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
 

a. vi. Dr. David, made a motion to approve Dry Needling of Lumbar Region and Lower  
Quarter- A Comprehensive Approach, Course Number, 2509; Dr. Barredo, 
seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

 
a. vii. Dr. David, made a motion to approve Jurisprudence: The Legal Basis of Physical  

Therapy Practice, Ms. Childress, seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
 

a. viii. Ms. Childress, made a motion to approve Ethics in Physical Therapy Practice, Dr. 
Barredo, seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 
 

a. ix. Ethics and Jurisprudence Trainers - No action was taken. 
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a. x.  Ms. O’Connor made a motion to table the approval of Upstream Rehab Institute DN 2, 
Dry Needling of the Cervicothoracic Region and Upper Quarter, Course Number, 268; 
until the next board meeting, Dr. Barredo, seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

 
a. xi. Ms. David, made a motion to approve Dry Needling: Implementing a Specialized  

Approach to Pain and Dysfunction - Course One, Course Number, 2523; Ms. O’Connor, 
seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

 
a. xii. Dr. Barredo, made a motion to approve Dry Needling: Implementing a Specialized 

Approach to Pain and Dysfunction - Course Two, Course Number, 2524; Dr. David, 
seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

 
 
 

XI. Discuss and take action, if needed, regarding legislation 
 
Ms. Gill, discussed the following legislation with board members: 

A proposed policy statement will be presented to the Board for consideration clarifying Tenn. 
Code Ann. 63-13-303(4)(B) to clarify when physical therapy services must be discontinued. 

Senate Bill 0584 was signed by the Governor on April 21, 2021, and became Public Chapter 130 
This bill amends Tennessee Code Ann. § 63-13-303 as it relates to the direct access exception for 
physical therapists: 

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 63-13-303, is amended by deleting the current 
language in subsection (b) and substituting instead the following: (b) A person shall not practice 
physical therapy, other than upon the referral of a patient by a referring practitioner who is a 
licensed doctor of medicine, chiropractic, dentistry, podiatry, or osteopathy, unless the person: (1) 
Holds a doctorate degree from a professional physical therapy program that is accredited by a 
national accreditation agency recognized by the United States department of education and by the 
board; or (2) Has completed: (A) At least three (3) years of experience as a licensed physical 
therapist; and (B) A professional physical therapy program of at least fifteen (15) credit hours that 
is: (i) Approved by the board; (ii) Offered by an institution of higher education that is accredited 
by a national accreditation agency recognized by the United States department of education; and 
(iii) Designed to enable a physical therapist to recognize conditions that require timely referral to 
an appropriate healthcare - 2 - 002121 practitioner who qualifies as a referring practitioner under 
subsection (a). SECTION 2. This act takes effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare 
requiring it (effective date is 4/13/21) 

This law change removes the one-year experience requirement for doctorate level physical 
therapists for purposes of the direct access practice exception It also allows physical therapists 
without a doctorate to meet certain educational requirements for the purpose of the direct access 
practice exception. OGC anticipates that there will need to be a rule change to have current rules 
align with the direct access language. 
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SB01072/HB1275 was signed into law on April 13, 2021. It changes to the practice of occupational 
therapy, including diagnosis ability and dry needling of the upper limb. This bill specifically 
authorizes telehealth practice for occupational therapists and physical therapists. 

Sections 3 and 4 of this bill specifically authorize occupational therapists and physical therapists 
to practice telehealth. Occupational therapists and physical therapists are permitted to practice 
telehealth under Tenn. Code Ann. § 63-1-155. According to occupational therapy and physical 
therapy practitioners, the specific authorization of telehealth practice is needed in their practice act 
for insurance purposes. This law takes effect on July 1, 2021. 

 

 

XII. Discuss and take action, if needed, regarding rulemaking hearings, rule amendments, 
and policies 
 
Ms. O’Connor, made a motion to approve the Referral Exceptions and Direct Access Policy 
Statement as written, Dr. Barredo, seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
 
After another review of Ms. Gill’s report on Direct Access, Dr. Barredo, made a motion to have 
Ms. Gill pull back the rules to make changes to the direct access policy, and to clarify 
educational and internationally trained reciprocity requirements, appointing Dr. David as the 
Board’s liaison, Ms. O’Connor, seconded the motion. The motion carried   
 
 
 
XIII. Discuss old/new Board Business 
 
There was no old/new board business to discuss.  
 
 
Upcoming Board Meeting Dates  
 
August 6, 2021 
November 12, 2021 
 
 
XIV. Adjourn 
 
Dr. Barredo, made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Ms. Childress, seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 pm. 
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THESE MINUTES WERE RATIFIED AT THE AUGUST 6, 2021 BOARD MEETING 


