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1680-10-01-.01  PURPOSE.   
 

(1) Section 54-5-301 of the Tennessee Code authorizes the Commissioner of the Tennessee 
Department of Transportation to adopt reasonable and proper rules governing the 
construction of driveway entrances into highways on the State Highway System in order to 
maintain proper drainage, preserve the roadway from damage, and prevent interference with 
or the creation of hazards to public travel. 

 
(2) The primary function of a state highway is to provide system continuity and efficiency of state 

highway system operation and maintenance activities. The Department of Transportation 
recognizes that property owners have the right of reasonable access to their property, and the 
Department will work with property owners and local government authorities to provide 
reasonable access to the state highway system that is safe and enhances the movement of 
traffic through a permitting process that assesses the number, location, width, and design of 
driveways. 

 
(3) These rules establish procedures to apply for a driveway permit on a state highway, standards 

or guidelines for granting a driveway permit, and provisions for requesting a variance from the 
standards established in these rules. 

 
Authority:  T.C.A. § 54-5-301.  Administrative History:  Original rule filed December 20, 1990; effective 
February 3, 1991. Previous rule has been assigned a new control number moving it to 1680-08-02; 
effective February 1, 2003. New rules filed December 28, 2015; effective March 27, 2016. 
 

1680-10-01-.02  APPLICABILITY.   
 

(1) These rules shall govern the construction of all driveway entrances within the rights-of-way of 
highways designated as part of the state highway system. 

 
(2) No driveway entrance shall be constructed on any state highway right-of-way without a permit 

issued by the Department of Transportation. These rules provide a description of information 
to be contained in the driveway permit application, the standards against which the application 
shall be measured, and the administrative remedies offered by the Department to review the 
balance of private property rights of reasonable access versus the public need to preserve the 
smooth flow of traffic on the State Highway System. 

 
(3) The Department may issue driveway permits only when the application is found by the 

Department to be in compliance with these rules. The Department is authorized to impose 
terms, conditions, and limitations as necessary and convenient to meet the requirements of 
these rules. 

(4) The standards, procedures, and requirements of these rules are in addition to any county or 
municipal land use regulations that may also govern the construction of driveways within their 
respective jurisdictions. 
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Authority:  T.C.A. §§ 54-5-301 and 54-5-302.  Administrative History:  Original rule filed December 20, 
1990; effective February 3, 1991. Previous rule has been assigned a new control number moving it to 
1680-08-02; effective February 1, 2003. New rules filed December 28, 2015; effective March 27, 2016. 
 

1680-10-01-.03  ADOPTION OF MANUAL FOR CONSTRUCTING DRIVEWAY ENTRANCES ON 

STATE HIGHWAYS.   
 

(1) The Tennessee Department of Transportation, Manual for Constructing Driveway Entrances 
on State Highways, 2015 Edition, set forth in Rule 1680-10-01, Appendix, is hereby adopted 
in its entirety and incorporated herein by reference. 

 
(2) It is the intent of the Department to amend these rules as necessary to adopt future revisions 

of the Manual for Constructing Driveway Entrances on State Highways as may hereafter be 
approved. 

 
Authority:  T.C.A. § 54-5-301.  Administrative History:  Original rule filed December 20, 1990; effective 
February 3, 1991. Previous rule has been assigned a new control number moving it to 1680-08-02; 
effective February 1, 2003. New rules filed December 28, 2015; effective March 27, 2016. 
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1680-10-01-.04  APPENDIX – MANUAL FOR CONSTRUCTING DRIVEWAY ENTRANCES ON STATE 

HIGHWAYS.   
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Authority:  T.C.A. § 54-5-301.  Administrative History:  Original rule filed December 20, 1990; effective 
February 3, 1991. Previous rule has been assigned a new control number moving it to 1680-08-02; 
effective February 1, 2003. New rules filed December 28, 2015; effective March 27, 2016. 
 


