Category VII – Approved Pre-K Programs
The Voluntary Pre-K program allows for state-funded pre-K programs to be integrated into existing community child care programs.  The State Board of Education has adopted rules and standards governing the educationally approved Pre-K program; such programs are recognized in the school approval process as Category VII programs.  A licensed teacher employed in a Category VII Pre-K program and evaluated by trained personnel, who use the Tennessee Framework for Evaluation, may be awarded credit for years of service.

Years of experience may be approved for a teacher working in one of these facilities with documentation of the following:
· The classroom meets State Board of Education Rules and Regulations.
· The teacher has appropriate licensure.

· The teacher is evaluated by a trained evaluator using the Tennessee Framework for Evaluation.
· A curriculum is in use which is aligned with the Tennessee Early Learning Developmental Standards.

To ensure proper credit is received for experience, submit the following:

· Copy of the program’s license (DHS)

· Copy of the teacher’s license

· Sign off sheet by trained evaluator that all components of the Tennessee Framework for Evaluation have been met

· A page describing the curriculum used

For persons participating in these programs, documentation must be submitted yearly.

