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2007-2008 TENNESSEE PRE-KINDERGARTEN
FACT SHEET
Governor Bredesen allocated an additional 25 million in the FY 08 state budget for the expansion of Pre-K education. This appropriation will result in the following:
·   257 new Pre-K classrooms will open this fall in TN
·   9 additional school systems will provide state-supported pre-k education for the first time in their school districts

·   TN state-supported Pre-K programs will be located in:
    94 of 95 
TN Counties    
             


   133 of 136  
TN School Systems
·    Over 4,000 additional four year olds will be served in Pre-K this fall, bringing the number of students enrolled in state-funded pre-k to over 17,000. 
·    The 148 Pilot pre-k classrooms will be funded at the same level as the Voluntary Pre-K classrooms.
·    Governor Bredesen, with the support of the TN General Assembly, has provided 70 million new dollars for Pre-K education over the past three years to open an additional 786 new classrooms across Tennessee.

           The existing Pilot program is still funded with an additional 10 million in state revenue, 
            bringing the total of Pre-K funding to 80 million for 2007-2008.
·    Governor Bredesen’s Pre-K initiative will have added 786 new state-supported Pre-K classrooms during the past three years.
                                                             # Pre-K Classrooms       # Students Served
                                         
2007                934                                    17,000+

2006                677

                  13,000





2005

448


        9,000




          *2004

148


        3,000

                                                    *Pilot Pre-K
·    TN has been recognized by National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER) for the past 2 years as one of only 6 states with the highest quality pre-k program standards.
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