Quick Facts About Environmental Education (EE)

What is EE?
Environmental Education (EE) is a learning process that increases knowledge and awareness about the environment and develops skills that enable responsible decisions and actions that impact the environment. EE encourages inquiry and investigation and enables the learner to develop critical-thinking, problem-solving and effective decision-making skills. EE enables individuals to weigh various sides of an environmental issue. It does not advocate a particular viewpoint or course of action. 
(Source: Environmental Education Advances Quality Education, US EPA)

EE in a Nutshell:
· Encompasses multiple disciplines by authentically connecting fields of knowledge.
· Promotes higher order thinking skills such as critical thinking, problem-solving, and decision making. 

· Increases motivation by offering a real world context for learning and providing academic service-learning opportunities.

· Engages learners in investigative, student-centered, and cooperative learning processes. 

· Advances educational reform goals. 

· Correlates to state and national academic standards. 

· Promotes continuous lifelong learning. 

· Develops environmentally literate citizens.

EE Research:
Studies indicate that students learn more effectively within an environment- based context than within a traditional educational framework. This evidence comes from site visits, interviews, survey results, and gains on both standardized test scores and GPAs. (Source: Closing the Achievement Gap, Lieberman and Hoody, 1998.)

The Ninth Annual National Report Card on Environmental Attitudes, Knowledge, and Behaviors (May 2001), Lessons from the Environment, shows that 95% of all adult Americans (including 95% of parents) endorse environmental education in the schools.

EE in Tennessee:

Visit www.EEinTennessee.org  to access numerous EE resources available to your school.  Subscribe to the free electronic newsletter to receive monthly updates on current EE grants, contests, awards, events, professional learning opportunities, etc. 

EEinTennessee.org is sponsored by Tennessee Environmental Education Association (TEEA) and the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation in partnership with the Tennessee Department of Education and Project CENTS.
