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WILD Correlations:  SCIENCE GRADE 8   
 
 
 

Grade 8 : Embedded Inquiry 
 
Learning Expectations Project WILD (W) and Aquatic WILD (AW) Correlations 

 
GLE 0807.Inq.1 Design and conduct open-ended 
scientific investigations. 
 

 
Eco-Enrichers, W102 - Students experiment with soil and redworms. 
 
 

GLE 0807.Inq.2 Use appropriate tools and 
techniques to gather, organize, analyze, and 
interpret data. 
 
GLE 0807.Inq.3 Synthesize information to 
determine cause and effect relationships between 
evidence and explanations. 
 
GLE 0807.Inq.4 Recognize possible sources of 
bias and error, alternative explanations, and 
questions for further exploration. 

 

Ants on a Twig, W80 - Students go outside to observe and demonstrate ant behavior. 
Eat and Glow, AW69 - Students conduct an experiment using Daphnia and brine shrimp to 
demonstrate adaptations to environmental change by organisms. 
Fishy Who's Who, AW8 - Students complete an inventory of fish habitats that exist in their area, 
obtain information about the various fish species that occur in these habitats, and locate the fish 
species on a map. 
Microtrek Treasure Hunt, W82 - Students use hand lenses to explore microhabitats. 
Urban Nature Search, W70 - Students go outside to investigate an environment. 
Water Canaries, AW24 - Students investigate a stream or pond using sampling techniques. 
What’s in the Air?, AW136 - Students collect data over a two week period on grass seedlings 
“watered” with different vinegar solutions. 
 

GLE 0807.Inq.5 Communicate scientific 
understanding using descriptions, 
explanations, and models. 

Aquatic Times, AW188 - Students can use this “newspaper writing” approach to communicate 
the results of inquiry. 
World Travelers, W330 - Students conduct field research to identify, map, and graph exotic 
plant species on an assigned plot. 
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Grade 8 : Embedded Technology & Engineering 
 
Learning Expectations Checks for Understanding Project WILD (W) and Aquatic WILD 

(AW) Correlations 
 
GLE 0807.T/E.1 Explore how technology 
responds to social, political, and economic needs. 
 
GLE 0807.T/E.2 Know that the engineering design 
process involves an ongoing series of events that 
incorporate design constraints, model building, 
testing, evaluating, modifying, and retesting. 
 
GLE 0807.T/E.3 Compare the intended benefits 
with the unintended consequences of a new 
technology. 
 
GLE 0807.T/E.4 Describe and explain adaptive 
and assistive bioengineered products. 

 
0807.T/E.1 Use appropriate tools to test for 
strength, hardness, and flexibility of materials. 
 
0807.T/E.2 Apply the engineering design process 
to construct a prototype that meets certain 
specifications. 
 
0807.T/E.3 Explore how the unintended 
consequences of new technologies can impact 
society. 
 
0807.T/E.4 Research bioengineering technologies 
that advance health and contribute to 
improvements in our daily lives. 
 
0807.T/E.5 Develop an adaptive design and test 
its effectiveness. 
 

 

 

 
 

Grade 8 : Standard 5 - Biodiversity and Change 
 
Learning Expectations Checks for Understanding Project WILD (W) and Aquatic WILD 

(AW) Correlations 
 

GLE 0807.5.1 Identify various criteria used to 
classify organisms into groups. 
 
 

0807.5.1 Select characteristics of plants and 
animals that serve as the basis for developing a 
classification key. 
 
0807.5.2 Create and apply a simple classification 
key to identify an organism. 
 

 
Adaptation Artistry, W128 
Ants on a Twig, W80 
Fishy Who's Who, AW8  
Interview a Spider, W12 
Mermaids and Manatees, AW80 
Spider Web Geometry, W34 
Tracks!, W30 
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GLE 0807.5.2 Use a simple classification key to 
identify a specific organism. 

 

 Micro Odyssey, AW49 
World Travelers, W330 
 

GLE 0807.5.3 Analyze how structural, behavioral, 
and physiological adaptations within a population 
enable it to survive in a given environment. 

 

0807.5.3 Compare and contrast the ability of an 
organism to survive under different environmental 
conditions. 
 

Career Critters, W371 
Habitat Lap Sit, W61 
I’m Thirsty, W138 
Microtrek Treasure Hunt, W82 
Move Over Rover, W144 
Pond Succession, AW66 
Time Lapse, W158 
Urban Nature Search, W70 
Whale of a Tail, AW10 
Which Niche?, W66 
Who Fits Here?, W64 
 

GLE 0807.5.4 Explain why variation within a 
population can enhance the chances for group 
survival. 

0807.5.4 Collect and analyze data relating to 
variation within a population of organisms. 
 

 

 
GLE 0807.5.5 Describe the importance of 
maintaining the earth’s biodiversity. 

 

 
0807.5.5 Prepare a poster that illustrates the major 
factors responsible for reducing the amount of 
global biodiversity. 
 
0807.5.6 Prepare graphs that demonstrate how the 
amount of biodiversity has changed in a particular 
continent or biome. 
 

 
Aquatic Roots, AW177 
Hazardous Links, Possible Solutions, W326 
Here Today, Gone Tomorrow, W154 
Hooks and Ladders, AW43 
How Many Bears Can Live in this Forest?, 
W23 
Migration Headache, AW15 
Planting Animals, W152 
Turtle Hurdles, AW172 
World Travelers, W330  
 

 
GLE 0807.5.6 Investigate fossils in sedimentary 
rock layers to gather evidence of changing life 
forms. 
 

 
0807.5.7 Create a timeline that illustrates the 
relative ages of fossils in sedimentary rock layers. 
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Grade 8 : Standard 9 - Matter 
 
Learning Expectations Checks for Understanding Project WILD (W) and Aquatic WILD 

(AW) Correlations 
 

GLE 0807.9.1 Understand that all matter is made 
up of atoms. 
 
GLE 0807.9.2 Explain that matter has properties 
that are determined by the structure and 
arrangement of its atoms. 
 
GLE 0807.9.3 Interpret data from an investigation 
to differentiate between physical and chemical 
changes. 
 
GLE 0807.9.4 Distinguish among elements, 
compounds, and mixtures. 
 
GLE 0807.9.5 Apply the chemical properties of the 
atmosphere to illustrate a mixture of gases. 
 
GLE 0807.9.6 Use the periodic table to determine 
the characteristics of an element. 
 
GLE 0807.9.7 Explain the Law of Conservation of 
Mass. 
 
GLE 0807.9.8 Interpret the events represented by a 
chemical equation. 
 

 
0807.9.1 Identify atoms as the fundamental 
particles that make up matter. 
 
0807.9.2 Illustrate the particle arrangement and 
type of motion associated with different states of 
matter. 
 
0807.9.3 Measure or calculate the mass, volume, 
and temperature of a given substance. 
 
0807.9.4 Calculate the density of various objects. 
 
0807.9.5 Distinguish between elements and 
compounds by their symbols and formulas. 
 
0807.9.6 Differentiate between physical and 
chemical changes. 
 
0807.9.7 Describe how the characteristics of a 
compound are different than the characteristics of 
their component parts. 
 
0807.9.8 Determine the types of interactions 
between substances that result in a chemical 
change. 
0807.9.9 Explain how the chemical makeup of the 
atmosphere illustrates a mixture of gases. 
 
0807.9.10 Identify the atomic number, atomic 
mass, number of protons, neutrons, and electrons 
in an atom of an element using the periodic table. 
 
0807.9.11 Use investigations of chemical and 
physical changes to describe the Law of 
Conservation of Mass. 
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0807.9.12 Differentiate between the reactants and 
products of a chemical equation. 
 
0807.9.13 Determine whether a substance is an 
acid or a base by its reaction to an indicator. 
 

GLE 0807.9.9 Explain the basic 
difference between acids and bases. 

0807.9.13 Determine whether a substance is an 
acid or a base by its reaction to an indicator. 

Eat and Glow, AW69  
EcoEnrichers, W102 
Water Canaries, AW24  
What’s in the Air?, AW136  
 

 

 

Grade 8 : Standard 12 - Forces in Nature 
 
Learning Expectations Checks for Understanding Project WILD (W) and Aquatic WILD 

(AW) Correlations 
 

GLE 0807.12.1 Investigate the relationship 
between magnetism and electricity. 
 
GLE 0807.12.2 Design an investigation to change 
the strength of an electromagnet. 
 
GLE 0807.12.3 Compare and contrast the earth’s 
magnetic field to that of a magnet and an 
electromagnet. 
 
GLE 0807.12.4 Identify factors that influence the 
amount of gravitational force between objects. 
 
GLE 0807.12.5 Recognize that gravity is the force 
that controls the motion of objects in the solar 
system. 

0807.12.1 Create a diagram to explain the 
relationship between electricity and magnetism. 
 
0807.12.2 Produce an electromagnet using a bar 
magnet and a wire coil. 
 
0807.12.3 Experiment with an electromagnet to 
determine how to vary its strength. 
 
0807.12.4 Create a chart to distinguish among the 
earth’s magnetic field, and fields that surround a 
magnet and an electromagnet. 
 
0807.12.5 Explain the difference between mass 
and weight. 
 
0807.12.6 Identify factors that influence the 
amount of gravitational force between objects. 
 
0807.12.7 Explain how the motion of objects in 
the solar system is affected by gravity. 

 
Flip the Switch for Wildlife, W319 

 

 


