PHIL BREDESEN
TaE GOVERNOR OF TENNESSEE

14 January 2005

The Henorable Michasl Leavitt
Administrator

1.5, Envirenmental Prolection Agency
Arlal Rios Buliding

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20480

Dear Adminlstrator Laayitt:

Congratulations on your racant nomination o the post of Secretary of the Department of
Health and Human Senvices.

 The State of Tennesses is commited to pratecting the health of our clizens In many ways,
espechally by ensuring thet our air is healthy 1o breathe. Therefore, | encourage EPA to adapt
national mylti-pollutant strategy as quickly as pessible. Alr pollutants criginating out of state are
significantly impacting Tennesses’s abiiity to reduce pollutant leve's measured in state. Success in
reducing regioral pollutants requirés a faderal multi-poflutant strategy.

Implamenting a nationzal strategy will create real reductons in parficulate matier and ozone
across states, which will assist non-attginment areas to achieve the new amblent air qualty
standard. Along with protecting human health and the environment, & national strategy will ansure
that Tennessee's economy does not unfairy shouldar the burden of out-of-state pollution
contributing ko our non-attainment problems.

Timely federal action is also needed o protect the visibility in the Great Smoky Mountzing
Mationel Park. This incredible asset requires an effective regional approach to ensure its beauty
for fusure generations. Consequenty, EPA should make the Great Smoky Mountains Naticnal Park
a national priorilty so that it can receive the addifional funding and attention it deserves,

Let me again offer ko assist you and the Agency in designing and coordinating a feuinrlar
forum whera southeastem states can wark together In addressing the shared chalienges and
respensibiittes of protecting our nation's most visited national park,
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Thank you for your service as EPA Administratar, | look forward to buiding on our
relationship &s you assume your new role as Secretany of the Depardtment of Healih and Human
Senvicas,

i regards,

Ly

Phil Bredasen

¢ Batsy L Child, Commissioner, Tennesses Department of Emdronment and Conservation
James L., Connaughton, Chairman, Counci’ an Environmentz] Quality



