
Tennessee Department of Health

Environmental Epidemiology Program



The Health Departmentôs Role

The Tennessee Department of Health is 

partnering with federal, state, and local 

government agencies to ensure that the 

health of residents in Roane County remains 

a priority as cleanup of the Tennessee Valley 

Authority coal ash site continues.



The Health Departmentôs Role

The Tennessee Department of Health  

encourages people with specific questions 

about their health to get care from their 

regular doctor.  This professional can 

provide the care that is best for each 

patientôs specific needs.



What Has the Tennessee 

Department of Health Done?

Responded as part of the Emergency Response

Educated health care professionals

Tested samples at our laboratories

Performed a Health Needs Assessment

Partnered with TDEC to ensure public safety



Health Needs Assessment

See the fact sheet for a summary of the 

results

Interviewed 368 people from 170 households



Community Health Survey Findings
Before the release

Á12% had asthma

Á6% had chronic obstructive pulmonary disease

Á5% had a history of heart attack

After the release

Á62% reported no change in health status

Á33% reported worsening of 1 or more symptoms

Á5% ñdidnôt knowò

Most common symptoms

Á27% worsening of cough

Á25% headaches

Á14% wheezing

52% reported symptoms of stress and anxiety



Specific Role of the Environmental 

Epidemiology Program

Assist other governmental agencies

Review environmental data for public health 

implications

Perform toxicological and health risk assessment

Prepare written reports that explain the data and the 

reasoning for the conclusions

Perform community involvement and education 

activities



How Does the Environmental 

Epidemiology Program Do Its Job?

The Department of Health, through its 

Environmental Epidemiology Program, has:

ÁReviewed each data point from each agency 

ÁExamined the data grouped by agency and by 

media:

�±Ash ïWells

�±Soil ïSprings

�±Drinking water ïWells


