
Tennessee Natural Heritage Program
Rare Species Observations For

US Geological Survey 8 Digit Hydrologic Unit Code 
Watersheds

http://cfpub.epa.gov/surf/locate/index.cfm

The following lists were last updated in July 2009 and are based on rare species observations stored in the 
Tennessee Natural Heritage Biotics Database maintained by the TDEC Natural Heritage Program. For 
definitions of ranks and protective status, or for instructions on obtaining a site specific project review , 
please visit our website:

http://state.tn.us/environment/na/data.shtml

If you need assistance using the lists or interpreting data, feel free to contact us:

Natural Heritage Program
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
7th Floor L&C Annex
401 Church Street
Nashville, Tennessee 37243
(615) 532-0431

The lists provided are intended for use as planning tools. Because many areas of the state have not been 
searched for rare species, the lists should not be used to determine the absence of rare species.  The lists 
are best used in conjunction with field visits to identify the types of rare species habitat that may be 
present at a given location. For projects that are located near watershed boundaries or are in areas of the 
state that have been under -surveyed (particularly in western Tennessee ), we recommend that you check rare 
species lists for adjacent watersheds as well. 

In Tennessee, TDEC assumes the role for listing rare plants while the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency 
(TWRA) is responsible for listing rare animal species. Both TDEC and TWRA purchase lands to conserve rare 
species . TWRA also enforces laws regulating the impacts to rare animals.  Land disturbance and water 
quality permits from federal, state , and some local agencies often include specific requirements protective 
of both rare plant and animal species. Potential impacts to rare species are also evaluated during the 
consideration process for state and federal grants.  Finally , the US Fish and Wildlife Service is responsible 
for enforcement of the Endangered Species Act which protects federally listed plants and animals.

This document provides lists of rare species known to occur within each of Tennessee 's eight -digit 
hydrologic unit code (HUC) watersheds . These watersheds are defined by the US Geological Survey and the 
Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) Division of Water Pollution Control.  

If you are viewing the list in its original digital format and you have an internet connection, you may click 
the scientific names to search the NatureServe Explorer Encyclopedia of Life for more detailed species 
information . Likewise , clicking on the blue header for the watershed name will take you to the 
corresponding Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Surf Your Watershed internet page. If you need to 
determine the name and / or HUC  for your watershed, use the EPA search tools located here (or click on the 
map above):

http://state.tn.us/environment/na/data.shtml
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/servlet/NatureServe?searchSciOrCommonName=echinacea+tennesseensis

