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CHAPTER 2 
 

DESCRIPTION OF THE OBION RIVER (NORTH FORK) WATERSHED 

 
 

 
 
 

2.1. BACKGROUND.  Obion is thought to be a Chickasaw Indian name meaning "river 

of many forksò.  The Obion River system is the primary surface water drainage system of 
northwest Tennessee and is comprised of four major forks, the North Fork, Middle Fork, 
South Fork and Rutherford Fork, that flow as separate streams for the majority of their 
lengths.  The confluences of these forks are only a few miles above the mouth of the 
Obion's discharge into the Mississippi River.   

 
This Chapter describes the location and characteristics of the Tennessee Portion of the 
Obion River (North Fork) Watershed. 
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2.2. DESCRIPTION OF THE WATERSHED. 

 
2.2.A. General Location. The Tennessee portion of the Obion River (North Fork) 
Watershed is located in West Tennessee and includes parts of Dyer, Gibson, Henry, 
Lake, Lauderdale, Obion, and Weakley Counties. 
 

 
Figure 2-1. General Location of the Obion River (North Fork) Watershed. 

 
 
 
 
 

COUNTY % OF WATERSHED IN EACH COUNTY 

Obion 43.74 

Weakley 18.88 

Dyer 17.58 

Henry 10.21 

Lake 6.74 

Gibson 2.73 

Lauderdale 0.08 

Table 2-1. The Tennessee Portion of the Obion River (North Fork) Watershed Includes 
Parts of Seven West Tennessee Counties.  
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2.2.B. Population Density Centers. Twenty-eight highways serve the major communities 
in the Tennessee Portion of the Obion River (North Fork) Watershed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2-2. Communities and Roads in the Tennessee Portion of the Obion River (North 
Fork) Watershed. 

 
 
 
 

MUNICIPALITY POPULATION COUNTY 

Union City* 10,876 Obion 

Ridgely 1,667 Lake 

Troy 1,273 Obion 

Obion 1,134 Obion 

Palmersville 927 Weakley 

Trimble 728 Dyer, Obion 

Woodland Mills 385 Obion 

Samburg 260 Obion 

Table 2-2. Municipalities in the Tennessee Portion of the Obion River (North Fork) 
Watershed. Population based on 2000 census (Tennessee Blue Book) or 
http://www.hometownlocator.com.  Asterisk (*) indicates county seat. 

 
 
 

 

http://www.hometownlocator.com./
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2.3. GENERAL HYDROLOGIC DESCRIPTION. 

 
2.3.A. Hydrology. The Tennessee Portion of the Obion River (North Fork) Watershed, 
designated 08010202 by the USGS, is approximately 1,313 square miles (1,169 square 
miles in Tennessee) and drains to the Obion River. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2-3. The Tennessee Portion of the Obion River (North Fork) Watershed is Part of the 
Mississippi River Basin. 
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Figure 2-4. Hydrology in the Tennessee Portion of the Obion River (North Fork) Watershed. 
There are 1,741.1 stream miles and 15,500 lake acres recorded in River Reach File 3 in the 
Tennessee Portion of the Obion River (North Fork) Watershed. Location of the North Fork Obion 
River and Reelfoot Lake, and the cities of Cottage Grove and Miston are shown for reference. 
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2.3.B. Dams. There are 57 dams inventoried by TDEC Division of Water Supply in the 
Tennessee portion of the Obion River (North Fork) Watershed. These dams either retain 
30 acre-feet of water or have structures at least 20 feet high. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2-5. Location of Inventoried Dams in the Tennessee Portion of the Obion River 
(North Fork) Lake Watershed. More information, including identification of inventoried dams 
labeled, is provided in Appendix II and at http://gwidc.memphis.edu/website/dams/viewer.htm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://gwidc.memphis.edu/website/dams/viewer.htm
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2.4. LAND USE. Land Use/Land Cover information was provided by EPA Region 4 and 

was interpreted from 2001 Multi-Resolution Land Cover (MRLC) satellite imagery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2-6. Illustration of Select Land Cover/Land Use Data from MRLC Satellite Imagery.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


