January 16.
Drug Court Advisory Committee Meeting

Nashville
Davidson County Residential Drug Court Program

10am
Meeting Summary

In attendance:  Judge Tim Brock, Gayle Moyer Harris, David Byrne, Jim Lanier, Janet Hobson, Judge Shayne Sexton, Jon Finley, Deborah Hillin, Mary Schneider, Ellen Abbott, Debrah Stafford, Mike Flynn.

Introduced to the AC the newest ex officio member, Jim Lanier, Public Defender for the 29th Judicial District.  

Provided OCJP updates of the following:

· OCJP will be involved as much as possible, in the 2009 judicial conferences. 

· Nine (9) drug courts have applied for certification. One is a juvenile drug court that was not initially invited but requested to apply.  

· The Coordinator’s Training is set for March 2-3, at Fall Creek Falls State Park.  Since there are several new coordinators, OCJP has added a half-day on Wednesday for training of new coordinators. Chris Clausi, Carson Fox, and OCJP are presenting.

· Please be aware that the State of Tennessee has implemented a new personnel/financial system that will impact contract processing for new applications.  We will do our best to minimize any issues or inconveniences.  

· Tennessee received a statewide evaluation grant.  We are in the process of reviewing evaluator proposals and anticipate a contract will be in place March 1st.  The Drug Court Advisory Committee and the TADCP will be advising OCJP and the evaluator(s) throughout the process.  

New Meeting Format:
After thorough discussion the Advisory Committee would like to spend meeting time problem-solving on issues specific to the drug court programs.  The meetings will therefore be more topical in nature.  In addition, the members who represent an organization of some sort (i.e., trial court judges, general sessions judges, public defenders, district attorneys, treatment) have agreed to make more effort talking with members of their respective organizations so that they may share potential issues with the Advisory Committee as a potential topic of concern.

The next meeting will be focused on Due Process issues and a list of tasks to complete before the next meeting follows.

· Judge Brock, General Flynn, Mr. Lanier and Judge Sexton have all agreed to email their peers that participate in a drug court the following question:  WHAT DUE PROCESS ISSUES DO YOU SEE AS SIGNIFICANT AND HOW HAVE YOU ADDRESSED THEM?  EXAMPLES MIGHT INCLUDE SANCTIONING, WAIVER OF RIGHTS, RIGHT TO COUNSEL, AND CONFIDENTIALITY.  ARE THERE OTHERS?

· Marie to get email addresses for them to send the question to their peers.

· Gayle will attempt to contact one of the appeals court judges.

Some other suggestions from the AC include OCJP providing a one page fact sheet for legislators, a quarterly fact sheet on the latest research, and a forum for drug court practitioners to interact more.

Before the next meeting the following will occur:

· OCJP will send Due Process information to the AC for review 3 weeks before the next meeting (by April 3rd).  This includes best practices and other materials of interest as well as materials from the Coordinator’s Training in March where Carson Fox from NADCP will be speaking about due process issues related to confidentiality and waiver of rights. 

· Judge Brock, General Flynn, Mr. Lanier and Judge Sexton will send the question to their peers, collect responses, and be prepared to discuss responses with the AC.

· The AC will submit additional topics to OCJP by email.

