January 18, 2008
Drug Court Advisory Committee Meeting Notes
Jackson
10am
Agenda Items:

1. Welcome and Introductions-  

Advisory Committee Members present :  Deborah Gibson, General 
Mike Flynn, Debbie Hillin, Mary Schneider, Ellen Abbott, and David 
Byrne.  


Ellen Abbott is the new representative of the Tennessee Division  
of Alcohol And Drug Abuse Services.  Ellen is taking Pat Wilson’s 
place as Pat retired.  We welcome Ellen to the AC!

Guests included: Janet Hartley (Benton County DC), Mike French (
Fayette Co. DC), Terry Bell (26th JDDC), Roger Henderson (Shelby 
Co. DC), Rebekah Provost-Emmons (City of Jackson DC), and Larry 
Tillman (Crockett Co. Drug Court).  
2. OCJP Updates:

Certification:  The certification announcement as well as invitation letters to drug court judges, drug court coordinators, and county mayors (or in some cases ED’s of the 501c3) went out last week.  The following drug court programs have been invited to participate:
15th Judicial District Drug Court 
21st Judicial District Drug Court

27th Judicial District Drug Court





31st Judicial District Drug Court
City of Jackson Drug Treatment Court

Davidson County General Sessions

Davidson County Residential Drug Court (DC4)

Greene County Drug Treatment Court

Knox County Drug Court

Rutherford County Drug Court

Shelby County Drug Court

Sullivan County Drug Court

Sumner County Drug Court
There was a discussion about some of the concerns raised by some of the programs about the amount of information required to make certification, the letter of invitation, the rollout period between announcement and application.  OCJP acknowledged concerns and reiterated that drug court programs would be supported through the process and provided technical support as needed.   OCJP will also have a session in the Coordinator’s Training coming up in March to talk about additional concerns or issues about the certification application and/or process.  A Suggestion was made to include a “clearinghouse” of information on the OCJP website.  This information would include approved documents from drug court programs that have received certification.  
Drug Court Fees: A verbal report on the drug court fees that have accumulated was provided.  After considering what is obligated for this year to drug court programs and the conference, there is approximately $250,000.00.  Not all counties have remitted payment so this could increase.  The funding for the 2008 conference and any additional trainings will come from this amount, along with any match needed if the State received the Statewide Evaluation Grant that was submitted this month to BJA.  There are no current plans to expend those funds until we no the cost of the above items.
Federal Budget:  OCJP provided a review of the current budget situation as it relates to criminal justice projects, specifically the 70% cut to the Byrne/JAG funding.  Members were asked to contact their legislators and let them know how the cuts to the Byrne/JAG funding would impact their communities.  All drug court coordinators and OCJP grant recipients have received information via email about what they can do.   If you have questions about this please contact the OCJP office.

Evaluation Grant:  OCJP once again applied for a statewide evaluation grant through the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) that would 1) help collect and report some of the data required by the state performance measure standards; 2) do an outcome evaluation using a handful of drug court programs; and 3) would provide a template for individual drug court programs to do a cost savings analysis on their program.  BJA will most likely notify applicants in late summer/early fall.

State Drug Court Coordinator’s Training:  Response to this training has been very successful.  Speakers are lined up and most of the details have already been taken care of.  An agenda is attached.  This training will be held at Montgomery Bell State Park March 3rd & 4th.  We look forward to seeing you there!
3. 2008 Drug Court Conference

There is still no date or place for the conference.  The TADCP will 
assigned a person/people to look for a location, preferably in 
Nashville this year.  
Attachment:  Agenda for the Drug Court Coordinator’s Training.

