THE TENNESSEE OFFICE OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROGRAMS ANNOUNCES
 A DRUG COURT CERTIFICATION PROGRAM

 

As a result of the 2003 enabling legislation, the drug court movement in Tennessee has continued to expand.  A mere handful of drug court programs existed before the legislation.  Now there are 45 drug court programs and more drug courts being implemented every year.    The Office of Criminal Justice Programs (OCJP) was named as the program office to oversee, monitor and evaluate drug court programs.  The OCJP has been funding drug court programs since 2004 and is responsible for distributing state funding specifically for drug court programs.  The OCJP also provides training and technical assistance to operational and implementing drug court programs and has done so since 2003.  

 As the statewide drug court program grows and more drug court programs are implemented, there is a greater need to standardize a way to establish that drug court programs are operating in a manner that is consistent with the minimum criteria established in the Drug Court Treatment Act of 2003.   When funding is available through federal and state resources, programs are accountable to the standards determined to be best practices so communities can be assured that some measure of quality and effectiveness is present.  The 10 Key Components are nationally recognized best practices adopted by the federal Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Assistance, the National Association of Drug Court Professionals, The Tennessee Association of Drug Court Professionals, and the Tennessee General Assembly as passed in the 2003 legislation.  

 The Office of Criminal Justice Programs has been tasked with developing standards for drug court programs in Tennessee.  In an effort to adhere to the 2003 legislation and with advice from the legislated body called the Drug Court Advisory Committee, the OCJP has developed a certification process based on the 10 Key Components and the benchmarks therein, for effective drug court programs.  This certification process will be available by invitation to all drug courts interested in making application.  Certification will be required to receive federal or state funding through OCJP.   Drug Court Programs that are not certified will not be recognized as a drug court.  Drug Court Program Performance Measures will not be collected from non-certified programs.  Certified drug court programs will be the only programs reported to the State and Federal Government for census and performance data.   The process for application for 2010 certification will be implemented as detailed below.
 

Ø      An invitation to apply for certification will be sent to the next most mature (oldest) drug court programs in November 2009.  Those programs will be required to submit an intent to apply letter to OCJP. 

Ø      Applications for certification will be reviewed in June of 2010 by a state-level panel using the document below.  (NOTE:  Your peers will not be reviewing your application.)  The review panel will make a recommendation for approval on each application and applicants will be informed in writing of approval status. 

Ø      Applicants that were not approved for certification will be given several weeks to resubmit corrections to deficient portions of their application and approval status will be provided in writing. 

Ø      Certified programs will submit to desk reviews and site visits through-out the three year certification period.  
Ø 
    For approved applicants, certification will begin September 1, 2010.
The 2010 Certification timeline is as follows:
November 3, 2009
Invitation letters will be emailed
December 14, 2009
Intent to apply letters due to OCJP; Certification Application available for completion and submission for the programs that submitted intent to apply in 2010
April 12, 2010          
Certification Applications due to OCJP
May 26, 2010

Certification Review Panel meets
June 11, 2010

Notice of approval status in writing

July 9, 2010

Certification Application Revisions due to OCJP

For your review there are two documents included on this site to help drug court programs prepare for certification, the Certification Application to be completed, and the Certification Review document that the review panel members will use to review each application.  If you have any questions about this process, please contact Marie Crosson at 615-253-2037 or Marie.Crosson@tn.gov, or Daina Moran at 615-253-8758 or Daina.Moran@tn.gov.
Certification Review Survey Tool 
Certification Application 
Rules Governing Licensure of Alcohol and Drug Abuse Counselors
Rules for Alcohol and other Drugs of Abuse Non-residential Treatment Facilities
Local Drug Court Research: Navigating Performance Measures and Process Evaluations (Monograph Series Six)- Free NDCI publication which defines how to do an internal Process Evaluation.
