Meeting Notes

April 8, 2008
Drug Court Advisory Committee Meeting

Nashville-TBI
10am
Agenda Items:

1. Welcome and Introductions-  

Advisory Committee Members present:  Gayle Moyer Harris, Dr. Deborah Gibson, Ellen Abbott, Mary Schneider, Judge Shayne Sexton, General Mike Flynn
Guests present:  Jeff E. Dickson, Willie Halliburton, Pam A. Edmond, Tracye Bryant, Jim Herriman, Ann Marie Dixon, Roger Henderson, Rebekah Provost-Emmons, C. Brad Price, Libby Glassmeyer, Linda Carroll

OCJP Staff:    Asst Director Bill Scollon, Daina Moran (facilitated the meeting) and Marie Crosson.

2. Federal funding update-Byrne/JAG

Mr. Scollon provided an update on the current federal funding issues, mainly that Byrne/JAG funding, which is cut by almost 70% for the current federal fiscal year, and that there is a supplemental proposal in the works to restore that funding for the year.
3. Coordinators’ Training-Mary Schneider

Mary provided a summary of the Coordinator training events that occurred on March 3&4, 2008.  Handouts of the evaluation results were distributed.  Overall feedback about the training was extremely positive.  

4. Certification Application Update- OCJP

TADCP hosted a discussion session for the current certification applicants to answer questions about the application and the process.  The Rutherford County Drug Court Program provided the facility for the meeting.  

5. Drug Court Treatment Act Amendment-OCJP

There are currently two amendments to the Act going through the General Assembly this year.  The first, SB3456/HB3515 sponsored by Marrero and Jones provides an additional $250,000.00 to any drug court that serves 250 or more people per year.  This amendment has been placed behind the budget, which means it will probably be considered after the budget has been passed, and if there are any additional state dollars.  Given the state’s budget situation, this is unlikely.  
The second amendment SB1836.HB1684, sponsored by Henry, Briley, and Brooks, adds two additional people to the drug court advisory committee for a total of 7 appointed members, requires that 2 committee members be drug court judges with at least two years of experience, and 2 members that are drug court coordinators with at least two years of experience.  This amendment is likely to pass.

6. Discussion of annual report data issues- Dr. Deborah Gibson

Dr. Gibson led a discussion about adding a data element to the annual drug court report that would include those participants in “inactive status” which would include those that are no longer receiving drug court services but are not yet terminated for non-compliance.  The group seemed to agree the addition of this data element would help with data reporting of participants that mostly have absconded.  Marie is to revise the drug court report and definitions for advisory committee review prior to adding this data element to the final report.

7. Judicial Conferences-OCJP
OCJP is participating in three judicial conferences/trainings this year, including a presentation to the Drugs and Courts Committee in June at the Judicial Conference in Gatlinburg, and a general presentation at both the criminal/circuit and general sessions conferences in September and October.  OCJP is working with the AOC and specific judges to determine subject matter.

8. 2008 Drug Court Conference Update-Rebekah Provost-Emmons

Contract almost complete with the Downtown Nashville Doubletree Hotel on 4th Avenue.  Most speakers have accepted the invitation to speak.  

