Tennessee Drug Courts

Frequently Asked Questions

Q:  What are drug courts?

A:  Drug courts are specialized courts or court calendars that incorporate intensive judicial supervision, treatment services, sanctions, and incentives to address the needs of addicted offenders.  A drug court team (composed of the judge, prosecutor, defense attorney, drug court coordinator, probation officer, treatment providers and other program staff) works in concert to ensure that defendants have the support of the justice system and treatment services to address their substance abuse problems and needs.  

The basic elements that define drug courts include the following ten components:

1. Drug Courts integrate alcohol and other treatment services with justice system case processing.

2. Using a non-adversarial approach, prosecution and defense counsel promote public safety while protecting participants’ due process rights.

3. Eligible participants are identified early and promptly placed in the drug court program.

4. Drug courts provide access to a continuum of alcohol, drug, and other related treatment and rehabilitation services. 

5. Abstinence is monitored by frequent alcohol and other drug testing.

6. A coordinated strategy governs drug court responses to participants’ compliance. 

7. Ongoing judicial interaction with each drug court participant is essential.

8. Monitoring and evaluation measure the achievement of program goals and gauge effectiveness.

9. Continuing interdisciplinary education, promotes effective drug court planning, implementation and operations.

10. Forging partnerships among drug courts, public agencies, and community-based organizations generates local support and enhances drug court effectiveness. 

For comprehensive information regarding the components of drug courts, see Defining Drug Courts:  The Key Components http://www.nadcp.org/whatis/

Q:  How does a county set up the drug court fund created by the Drug Court   

Treatment Act of 2003? 

A:  The Tennessee Comptroller’s office has issued a directive to each of the 95 county court clerks’, which provides them with information needed to set up the fund.  Below is an excerpt from that correspondence:  

Drug Court Treatment Act of 2003 (Public Chapter 335)

The General Assembly passed Public Chapter 335, which assesses an additional fee of $75 for individuals found guilty of violating TCA, Title 39, Chapter 17, Part 4 of the Tennessee Drug Control Act. This new fee became effective July 1, 2003. A copy of Public Chapter 335 is included as Attachment C.

The clerk should report $5 of this fee to the state monthly. The Tennessee Department of Revenue has amended their Litigation Report to provide for the reporting of this $5 fee and will communicate these changes to the court clerk, who should account for the fee ($5) through account “23111 Litigation Tax.” The court clerk should report the remainder ($70) of the assessment to the county monthly. The county would account for this $70 fee in the General Fund. If the county has established a drug court, then this $70 assessment must be used to pay for the operations of the drug court. If the county has not established a drug court, then the county must report the $70 assessment to the Tennessee Department of Finance and Administration annually. Therefore, if a county has not established a drug court, the first time the county will have to report these monies to the Department of Finance and Administration will be for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2004. The Department of Finance and Administration will inform counties how to report these funds to the state.

We have added the following accounts to the County Uniform Chart of Accounts to account for the revenues, expenditures, and reserves of the county and transactions through the clerk’s accounts resulting from this $75 fee.

ACCOUNTS TO BE USED WHEN A COUNTY HAS A DRUG COURT

New Accounts


Revenue Accounts



Circuit Court




42141

Drug Court Fees



Criminal Court




42241

Drug Court Fees



General Sessions Court




42341

Drug Court Fees



Juvenile Court




42441

Drug Court Fees


Expenditure Account



53330

Drug Court


Reserve Account



34156

Reserve for Drug Court


Clerk Liability Account



Due to County Trustee




Fines and Cost





24331

County Drug Court Fee ($70)

ACCOUNTS TO BE USED WHEN A COUNTY DOES NOT HAVE A DRUG COURT

New Account

Clerk Liability Account



Due to County Trustee




Fines and Cost





24331

County Drug Court Fee ($70)


County Liability Account (General Fund)


21530
  *
Due to State of Tennessee

*This is not a new account. If a county does not have a drug court then the county should place drug court fees received from the court clerk in this liability account. At the end of the fiscal year, the county should pay to the State of Tennessee drug court fees that have accumulated in this account.

Q:  When is the fee assessed to the criminal case?

A:  Fee collections shall begin on July 1, 2003.  

      Fees will be assessed to all cases that are adjudicated on or after this date.  

Q:  How is the fee assessed in the case of multiple convictions?

A:  Fees shall be assessed to any and all conviction(s) made under the Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 39, Chapter 17, Part 4, of the Tennessee Drug Control Act. 
Q:  What provisions does the law make for multiple drug courts in the same  

      county? 

A:  The Tennessee law is silent in this matter.  In practical terms, if multiple drug courts exist in a particular county and they are established and operate according to the standards established by the National Association of Drug Court Professionals, Drug Court Standards Committee, one possible county approach would be for each drug court program to enter into a mutual agreement as to how the fee money will be distributed.  

Q:  What is done with the fee money collected if there is no drug court operating  

      in the county?

A:  For counties that do not have an operating drug court the funds collected from   

      the drug court fee will be maintained in a county fund and remitted to the   

      Department of Finance and Administration, Office of Criminal Justice    Programs at the end of each fiscal year.  The fees collected and remitted to the State shall be placed in a “Drug Court Treatment Program Resources Fund” for the purposes of funding drug court treatment, program administration and grants.  

     *Further information will be made available in the near furture to county clerks  

      regarding the remittance of funds to OCJP. 

Q:  How does the money from the county fund get to the drug court in each 

      county?

A:  Each drug court should follow the general practices established by their  

      respective county in regards to accessing county funds. 

Q:  Does the fee apply to Juvenile Courts? 

A:  No.  According to the Tennessee Council of Juvenile and Family Court 

Judges, juvenile courts are not courts of criminal jurisdiction.  The Drug  

     Court Treatment Act only assesses the drug court fee to courts of criminal 

      jurisdiction.  

Q:  When does a drug court become a drug court?

A:  A drug court program is created within the state when a judge of a court in Tennessee, exercising criminal jurisdiction, establishes a program, which       follows the general principles as established by the National Association of 

      Drug Court Professionals, Drug Court Standards Committee 

Q:  What can the funds from the “Drug Court Treatment Program Resources   

      Fund” granted out by the Office of Criminal Justice Programs   

      be used for?  

A: 

· Substance abuse treatment cost(s) and other direct services
· Drug testing cost(s)
· Program cost(s) directly related to program operations
· Implement or continue drug court treatment program operation(s)
· Full or part-time program coordinator position
· Drug court treatment staff whose jobs are directly related to drug court program operations
Q:  What can the funds from the “Drug Court Treatment Program Resources 

      Fund” granted out by the Office of Criminal Justice Programs not be used for?

A:

· To pay for wages not directly related to drug court treatment program operations
· Made to any court that does not agree to operate its program in accordance with the principles in Section 16-22-104 of The Drug Court Treatment Act of 2003.  
· To pay for construction or land acquisition
· To pay bonuses or commissions to any individuals or organizations
· To form a corporation
Q:  Who is eligible for the funds collected by the Office of Criminal Justice Programs? 

A:  Courts exercising criminal jurisdiction within the state of Tennessee that are operating a drug court in accordance with the Drug Court Treatment Act of 2003.  

Q:  Which Counties have Drug Courts? 

A:  A statewide listing is available on the OCJP website. 

www.state.tn.us/finance/rds/ocjp.htm
Q:  Where can additional information be found?

A:  Additional information can be located on OCJP’s website, 

www.state.tn.us/finance/rds/ocjp.htm.  Under the menu choice “Drug Courts” you will find links to multiple websites.  The Bureau of Justice Assistance and the National Drug Court Institute are primary resources for planning and implementing a drug court. 
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