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PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 2
HOUSE BILL NO. 1009

By Representatives Brown, Cooper, Favors, Towns and Mr. Speaker Naifeh and
Representatives Moore, Coleman, Gresham, Winningham, Lundberg, Casada,
Mumpower, Mike Turner, Kevin Brooks, Harrison, Armstrong, Tindell, Kernell,

Borchert, Harmon, Sargent, Strader, Hood, Maddox, Lois DeBerry, Rowe, Eldridge,
McManus, Todd, Lollar, Larry Turner, Rowland, Jim Cobb, Bell, Floyd, Coley,

Matheny, Miller, John DeBerry, Fitzhugh, Campfield, Shaw, Litz, Marrero, Odom,
Lynn, Ferguson, Hawk, Ulysses Jones, Pitts, Yokely, McDonald, Bone, Pruitt,
Curtiss, Sontany, Curt Cobb, Roach, McDaniel, Ford, Harry Brooks, Gilmore,
Vaughn, Fincher, Windle, Shepard, Bass, Williams, Rinks, Bibb, Montgomery,

Overbey, Hackworth, Sherry Jones

Substituted for: Senate Bill No. 1087

By Senators Ford, Kyle, Harper, Tate, Beavers, Black, Bunch, Burchett, Burks,
Cooper, Crowe, Crutchfield, Lowe Finney, Raymond Finney, Flinn, Haynes, Henry,
Herron, Jackson, Johnson, Ketron, Kilby, Kurita, McNally, Norris, Southerland,
Stanley, Tracy, Watson, Wilder, Williams, Woodson and Mr. Speaker Ramsey

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 15, relative to Harriet Tubman Day
in Tennessee.

WHEREAS, Harriet Ross Tubman was born into slavery in Bucktown, Maryland,
in or around the year 1820 and later escaped slavery in 1849; and

WHEREAS, she became a “conductor” on the famed Underground Railroad
leading hundreds of slaves to freedom; and

WHEREAS, countless numbers of slaves traveling the Underground Railroad
through Tennessee followed the ridges and valleys of East Tennessee from
Chattanooga northward towards the Cumberland Gap, often receiving shelter in
locations such as the Bell-Herrin House in Washington County, the Griffitts House in
Loudon County, and a secret cave in the Friendsville Community of Blount County. In
Chattanooga, Tennessee, escaped slaves from Georgia and Alabama received aid from
the Beck family whose property is currently part of the Chattanooga Golf and Country
Club located in the Riverview/Dallas Heights area of Chattanooga north of the
Tennessee River; and

WHEREAS, persons seeking freedom along the Underground Railroad through
Middle Tennessee routinely followed the Cumberland River, while others traveled
overland due north towards the Ohio River; and

WHEREAS, many other slaves found their way to freedom along the
Underground Railroad in Tennessee traveling the Mississippi River by way of Memphis
in West Tennessee, where safe haven could be found in places such as the Burkle
Estate, with its secret cellar and escape route; and
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WHEREAS, it is estimated that as many as 100,000 people escaped slavery on
the Underground Railroad from 1810 to 1850, and of that number countless thousands
began their escape in Tennessee, or passed through the state en route to freedom; and

WHEREAS, Harriet Tubman's exemplary leadership and heroic exploits along
the Underground Railroad earned her the title of "Moses of Her People"; and

WHEREAS, she became an effective leader in the abolitionist movement and
later served in the Civil War as a soldier, spy, nurse, scout, and cook; and

WHEREAS, in addition to her efforts to end slavery, Harriet Tubman was a noted
advocate of equality under the law for women, as demonstrated by her membership in
the National Federation of Afro-American Women, the National Association of Colored
Women, and the New England Women's Suffrage Association; and

WHEREAS, women's groups in Tennessee have celebrated this historic woman
on the date of her death for many years, honoring her contributions both to society and
women's rights; and

WHEREAS, Harriet Tubman continued to fight for dignity, rights, opportunity, and
justice on behalf of all people until her death in Auburn, New York, on March 10, 1913;
and

WHEREAS, the principals, teachers, and students of Caldwell Elementary
School, Hardy Elementary School, and the Tommie F. Brown Academy of Classical
Studies constitute a group of intrepid and concerned individuals, and their concerted
efforts to have March 10, 2007, recognized as “Harriet Tubman Day in Tennessee” is a
testament to the dedication necessary to properly memorialize one of the greatest
figures in American history; and

WHEREAS, the students of Caldwell Elementary School in Memphis, along with
principal LaWanda Hill and teachers Queen Barnes, Lytisha Woodard, and Celia Tallent,
and Mrs. Joan Nelson, co-owner and founder of SLAVEHAVEN Museum; Hardy
Elementary School in Chattanooga, along with principal Natalie Elder, teachers Jennifer
Hartley and Sylvia Green, and education assistant Cathy Bragg; and the Tommie F.
Brown Academy of Classical Studies, along with Principal Burk, assistant principal Diane
Austin, and teachers Katherine Long, Shirley James, and Lana Greer, have displayed
the finest qualities of concerned citizenship and unfailing legislative discipline the pursuit
of their goal; and

WHEREAS, the students of Caldwell Elementary School are: Rayford Albright,
Marvetta Betts, Duntavias Branch, Orlando Bridges, Derek Briscoe, Marquis Greer,
Dynesha Hammond, Kenta Jennings, Demetria Johnson, Eddie Johnson, Crystal
Lindsey, Quazez Maze, Colia Thomas, LaVontae Young, Jermey Baker, Jimmy Barnes,
Andrew Bell, Mattie Branch, Dante Clark, Shawnquez Clark, Quanterrius Flowers,
Maresha Harden, Octavious Johnson, Paige Latham, Kanoshi McCollough, Takita
Nichols, Justin Robinson, Aileena Wiley, Arkeem Wiley, Darius Applewhite, Terrian
Bass, Briana Beckley, Marquetta Betts, Jessica Diggs, Khacey Glasper, Carlos Harris,
Brandon Johnson, Elizabeth Miller, Catron Nathan, Lakevia Parker, Cordarius Payne,
Takeva Shaw, LaQuasha Simmons, Kimberly White, and Robbie Williams; and
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WHEREAS, the students of Hardy Elementary School are: Kendra Benn, Chris
Logan, Yolanda Blake, JT Parker, Carol Green, Frankie Bates, Darryl Highes, Destinie
Moorer, Jessica Parker, Kevin Yates, Jay Barrow, Krystain Bryant, Natasha Carter, Tiara
Mathis, Ireisha Paige, Miesha Bell, Alexus Brown, Thomas Simmons, Kendall Brown,
Shayla Hudgins, lvan Gladney, Lizarrius Rice, Cedric Douglas, Dajah Euganks, and
Tahtiana Yates; and

WHEREAS, the students of the Tommie F. Brown Academy of Classical Studies
are: DaJour Blackman, Dwight Crutcher, Diamez Franklin, Proshonteya Garrett, Rafael
Green, Sydney Harris, Dionta Humphrey, Brianna Johnson, Letresha Ledet, Shanna
Love, Kashana Moon, Jasmine Norman, ChaFonte Pride, Bria Tate, Shaviya Vinson,
Yasmine Baker, Kedrick Bradley, Caroteene Cabrera, Jermey Calhoun, Starkisha
Cottrell, Thomas Dunn, Quianna Edwards, Julia Elizaide, Jameeta Evans, Irving Jones,
Larry King, Rasheem Myles, Keondra Reed, Shanika Smith, Brandon Trammell, and
Jimmy Young; and

WHEREAS, in addition to their tireless and unwavering efforts to pass worthy
legislation, the aforementioned principals, teachers, and students of Caldwell
Elementary School, Hardy Elementary School, and the Tommie F. Brown Academy of
Classical Studies will also participate in a program recognizing Harriet Tubman,
performed for the members of the 105" General Assembly on February 21, 2007;
special presentations will be made by Terrian Bass and Meresha Harden of Caldwell
Elementary, Kendra Benn and Chris Logan of Hardy Elementary, and Sydney Harris and
Thomas Dunn of the Tommie F. Brown Academy of Classical Studies, a choir selection
will be performed by the students of the Tommie F. Brown Academy of Classical
Studies, a tribute to Harriet Tubman will be given by Ms. Sylvia Green of Hardy
Elementary, and a presentation about the Harriet Tubman Housing Project will be given
by Hardy Elementary principal Ms. Natalie Elder; and

WHEREAS, the subjects of Harriet Tubman's life and the Underground Railroad
are regularly studied by the young scholars of Tennessee, including 2005 Tennessee
History Day award winners Megan Crowell, Allison Mills, Sarah Paris, Whitney Nicole
Adsit, Chris Chiego, Jessica Rutledge, Mindy Patrick, Katelyn Burnett, and Jessica Cox.
In addition, professional scholars have devoted themselves to the study of the
Underground Railroad, including Mr. Raymond E. Evans of the Chattanooga African
American Museum in Chattanooga: Tennessee's Gateway to the Underground Railroad;
and

WHEREAS, observation of Harriet Tubman Day began in the 1960s, first
celebrated in the month of June by the late Ms. Addie Clash Travers of Cambridge,
Maryland. The celebration included a commemorative program at the historical Bazel
Methodist Episcopal Church in Bucktown, Maryland; and

WHEREAS, the people of Tennessee have sought to permanently honor the
memory of Harriet Tubman by naming important public facilities and initiatives in her
honor, including the Harriet Tubman housing complex and Harriet Tubman Express teen
life skills program in Chattanooga and Harriet Tubman Park located on Harriet Tubman
Street in Knoxville, and

WHEREAS, in Public Law 101-252 and Presidential Proclamation 6107, the
United States Congress and former President of the United States of America, George
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Herbert Walker Bush, proclaimed March 10, 1990, as Harriet Tubman Day and called
upon the people of the United States to observe such day with appropriate ceremonies
and activities; now therefore,

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:
SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 15, Chapter 2, is amended by adding
the following as a new section:

§ 15-2-111.

March 10 of each year shall be observed as “Harriet Tubman Day,” to be
proclaimed as such by the governor to honor and recognize Harriet Tubman for her
important role in the history of Tennessee and the United States of America as an
abolitionist and champion of equal rights for all people. This day shall not be a legal
holiday as defined in § 15-1-101.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring
it.

PASSED: February 21, 2007

Y NAIFEH, SPEAKER
HOUSEJOF REPRESENTATIVES

AN AL
SPEAKE E SENATE

APPROVED this 5" day of March 2007

HIL BREDESEM, GOVERNOR



