


INTRODUCTION

The Tennessee State Library and Archives received these photographs and negatives
from the Department of Conservation in the early 1970s. Mr. Mack S. Prichard, State
Archaeologist for Tennessee and an employee of the Department of Conservation,
retrieved these records from the department and transferred them to TSLA. Jim Hoobler,
an archivist for the State Library and Archives, accepted this collection for the
Manuscripts Section, TSLA.

In the early 1980s, Mancil Johnson, an archivist at TSLA, created a preliminary subject
index for the negatives in this collection. They were reprocessed in 1998-1999 by David
R. Sowell with the indispensable and expert technical assistance of TSLA photographer
Karina McDaniel and the extensive knowledge of Carol Roberts, TSLA conservator, who
identified many photo subjects and provided invaluable background information on the
provenance of the collection.

This record group is comprised of over 11,000 photographic images housed in eighty
boxes, and some 21,000 negatives. These photographs were originally kept in fiberboard
binders, arranged by subjects. During the processing of this collection, the photographs
were removed from the binders and placed in translucent polyethylene sleeves. They
were re-arranged into new subject series and placed in archival boxes. The photographs
were catalogued onto a computer database (MS Access 97) for public access.

This record group is located in the environmentally-controlled vault at the State Library
and Archives. The photographs are located on Row IX. The boxes of negatives are
located on Row V. Many of the early negatives are of unstable content and are unusable
due to deterioration. There are still many negatives of this type in this collection, and
special consideration should be afforded to their use and preservation.

Any patron using the photographs in this collection should be discouraged from removing
them from their protective polyethylene sleeves. Access to the photographic negatives
should be limited to the photographic specialist at the State Library and Archives.



NOTES ON ADMINISTRATIVE HISTORY ON PROVENANCE
OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The Department of Conservation (TDOC) was created in 1937 “to work toward a
program of restoration, development and conservation of our renewable and non-
renewable natural resources.”’ This new department assumed the responsibilities of the
Forestry Division, the Game and Fish Commission, the Geology Division and the Hotel
Inspection Division. Additionally, new divisions for state parks and state information
were added to the department in 1939. A “Conservation Education Section” was
established, under the direct supervision of the commissioner, to accumulate and
disseminate information on the natural resources of Tennessee. A new magazine,
Tennessee Wildlife (later The Tennessee Conservationist) was developed in cooperation
with the Tennessee Federation of Sportsmen. This magazine was published to advertise
and discuss sportsmen’s issues, conservation issues, and the culture and history of
Tennessee. Along with the Department of Conservation, a Conservation Commission
was created, consisting of six appointees, to advise the commissioner and provide
oversight of the department and other conservation issues in Tennessee. Sam F. Brewster
was appointed by Gov. Gordon Browning as the first Commissioner of Conservation in
Tennessee.

In 1937, TDOC hired Paul A. Moore as a photographer to serve all divisions of the
department. Moore had been a photographer for the Tennessee Valley Authority. He and
James L. Bailey established the procedures for the Division of Education Services at
TDOC and set the standard for the quality photography of the division over the years.

Moore was the first of the photographers to be hired for the Education Section, but his
work load increased such that several other photographers were hired in the ensuing
years. These photographers included Wallace Danley, Al Marsh, Dan Grice, Bill
Shipley, Bob Ferguson, Dave Murrian, Bill Cox, Aubrey Watson, Charles Jackson,
George Hornal, Jim Robertson and Tim Frazier (the final photographer to be hired by
TDOC,; Frazier left the department in 1980).

David Murrian had been an audio-visual supervisor with the Tennessee Game and Fish
Commission. A tale in the department was that Murrian was on assignment at Center
Hill Lake, and was taking underwater photographs relating to boat safety. A piece of
scientific equipment fell into the lake, and Murrain dove to the bottom to retrieve it. He
nearly drowned from the experience due to his contracting the “bends” after diving to a
depth of almost 150 feet. He recovered after spending nearly two weeks in a
decompression chamber in Florida.

The duties of the staff photographers in the Department of Conservation were widely
varied. One day a staff photographer would be assigned to “shoot” landscape shots in
Williamson County; the next day he might be charged with photographing events in the
governor’s office at the State Capitol. The photographs in this collection were not only
printed in The Tennessee Conservationist, but also used throughout state government—in
tourism brochures, annual reports, and presentations. They were even used for displays
at county fairs.

! Tennessee Secretary of State, Tennessee Blue Book, 1937-1938, (Nashville, 1938), page 127.














http://www.state.tn.us/sos/statelib/techsvs/rglistd/agricult.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/statelib/techsvs/rglistd/animals.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/tsla/history/state/recordgroups/findingaids/animals.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/tsla/history/state/recordgroups/findingaids/agricult.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/tsla/history/state/recordgroups/findingaids/appalach.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/tsla/history/state/recordgroups/findingaids/artscraf.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/tsla/history/state/recordgroups/findingaids/birds.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/tsla/history/state/recordgroups/findingaids/bridges.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/tsla/history/state/recordgroups/findingaids/building.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/tsla/history/state/recordgroups/findingaids/caricatu.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/tsla/history/state/recordgroups/findingaids/cities.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/tsla/history/state/recordgroups/findingaids/colleges.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/tsla/history/state/recordgroups/findingaids/conserv.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/tsla/history/state/recordgroups/findingaids/fishing.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/tsla/history/state/recordgroups/findingaids/flowers.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/tsla/history/state/recordgroups/findingaids/forestry.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/tsla/history/state/recordgroups/findingaids/geology.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/tsla/history/state/recordgroups/findingaids/granopry.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/tsla/history/state/recordgroups/findingaids/greatsmo.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/tsla/history/state/recordgroups/findingaids/historic.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/tsla/history/state/recordgroups/findingaids/horses.pdf
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