GAPs Cost Share

Has the cost of GAPs got you down? If so, we are here to help. The Tennessee Department of Agriculture Market Development Division has partnered with the USDA Specialty Crop Block Grant program to assist you. We understand the increasing demands placed on fruit and vegetable growers and have developed a GAPs cost share program for producers who successfully pass a GAP audit.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Whether it’s an audit of your packing house, field or both, you can receive up to 50% of certification costs up to a maximum of $1500 of your audit expenses through a Specialty Crop Block Grant. 

What costs qualify? Application fees, inspection costs, and inspector travel are all reimbursable costs.  Late fees, materials and supplies, and equipment are not eligible for reimbursement.

Reimbursement is easy. Just follow the simple steps below within 6 months of your completed audit.  Expenses related to the certification must have been incurred between January 1, 2016 and September 30, 2016:

1.     Completed cost share application
2.     Copy of your GAP certificate
3.     Copy of your paid invoices from your certifier 
4.     Completed State of TN W-9
 
Mail to:
Tennessee Department of Agriculture
Market Development Division – SCBG 2013 70
Attention: Tammy Algood
P.O. Box 40627
Nashville, TN  37204

Applications are approved on a first-come, first-served basis until funds are depleted. 

Got Questions?  Contact Tammy Algood at 615-837-5347 or tammy.algood@tn.gov
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