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Practice of Senior Law Students Before the Courts

QUESTIONS

1 Under what circumstances, if any, may asenior law student appear in court on behaf of
the office of the District Attorney General?

2. Do the provisionsfound within Section 10.03(a) of Rule 7 of the Tennessee Supreme Court
Rules pertain solely to senior law students who appear in court on behalf of indigent persons accused of
crimes or as an assistant to the Attorney General of the State of Tennessee?

3. Doesthe language found within Section 10.03(b) of Rule 7 of the Tennessee Supreme
Court Rulesrequirethat asenior law student who appears on behalf of anindigent person accused of a
crimeor as an assistant to the Attorney General must be under the immediate supervision of the faculty
director of thelegal aid clinic or director of the Bar Association sponsored legal aid society and/or a
licensed attorney selected by the director?

OPINION

1. A senior law student may appear as an assistant to the Digtrict Attorney Generdl if such
appearance has the written approva of the Supreme Court of Tennessee, the Digtrict Attorney Generdl,
andthetria judgeinvolved, and if such gppearanceisotherwisein strict compliance with the provisons of
Section 10.03 of Rule 7 of the Tennessee Supreme Court Rules.

2. BecausethisOfficeinterpretsthereferencein Section 10.03(a) to “the Attorney Generd”
asreferringtothe District Attorney General, the Rule governs appearances by senior law studentswho
appear in court on behalf of indigent persons accused of crimes or as assistant to the District Attorney
General.

3. Y es, except the Rule should be interpreted to refer to senior law students who assist the
District Attorneys General.
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ANALYSIS

Rule7 of the Tennessee Supreme Court Rules setsforth the requirementsfor practicing law in
Tennessee state courts. Specifically, section 10.03 of Rule 7 of the Tennessee Supreme Court Rules
permits a senior law student in alaw school in the State of Tennessee approved by the Board of Law
Examinersto “appear in any municipa or state court on behalf of any indigent person accused of acrime
or whoisalitigant in any civil proceeding, or as an assistant to the Attorney General of the State of
Tennesseg, if such appearance has the approval of the District Attorney General, and the trial judge
involved,” and when certain other conditionsare met. This Officeinterprets the reference madein section
10.03 of Rule 7 of the Tennessee Supreme Court Rulesto the “Attorney General” asreferring to the
Digtrict Attorney Generd, not the Attorney Generd and Reporter of the State of Tennessee. Exceptinrare
instances, the Office of the Attorney General and Reporter does not represent the Statein thetria courts
incrimina cases. Theauthority of this Office to represent the Statein civil cases does not depend upon
the approval of the local district attorneys.

Thus, under the rule, a senior law student may appear as an assistant to the District Attorney
Generd if such gppearance hasthe written gpprova of the Supreme Court of Tennessee, gpprova of the
Didtrict Attorney Genera andthetrid judgeinvolved. Inaddition, the casein which the student participates
must be under theimmediate and persona supervision of an attorney licensed to practicein Tennesseewho
has been selected by the faculty director of the legal aid clinic, a public defender or legal aid attorney
employed by a Bar Association sponsored legal aid society, or Attorney General. Sup. Ct. R. 7 §
10.03(a).

The provisions found within Section 10.03(a) of Rule 7 of the Tennessee Supreme Court Rules
pertain soldly to senior law students who appear in court on behalf of indigent persons accused of crimes
or whoisalitigant in any civil proceeding, or as an assstant to the District Attorney Generdl.  Sup. Ct. R.
7 810.03(a).

A senior law student who appears on behalf of an indigent person accused of acrime or whoisa
litigant in any civil proceeding or as an assistant to the District Attorney General must be under the
immediate supervision of the faculty director of the legal aid clinic or director of a Bar Association
sponsored legal aid society and/or alicensed attorney selected by the director. Sup. Ct. R. 7 8 10.03(b).
Before astudent gppearsin court, the dean of the approved law school and the director of thelega clinic
programor legal aid society must fileacertified list of sudentswith the Tennessee Supreme Court for their
approva. Upon written approval by the Supreme Court of Tennessee, thelist of selected and certified
studentsisfiled with the Clerk of the Circuit Court in the county where the law school is located. 1d.
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