Reading Associated Areas of Deficit 
(Draft Document) 

	Domain/Area
	Definition 
	Associated Deficit Areas  
Academic Impact on Core Instruction 
	Intervention 

Characteristics 
	Example Curriculum Based Measures
Probes to Support Progress 

	Phonemic Awareness 
(K-1)
Basic Reading 


	Isolating sounds, segmenting, and blending sounds in words and non-words.

Ability to notice, think about, or manipulate the individual sounds in words.
	Difficulty with:  

Letter Sounds 
Phoneme Blending
Phoneme Segmentation
Rhyming 
Syllable Segmenting 
Phoneme Deletion 
	Intervention focus on systematic development of letter sound correspondence, word analysis skills, and sight word recognition
	Letter naming fluency probe 
Phoneme segmentation probe
 Initial sounds probe 
First sound probes 
Letter Sounds probes

	Phonics 
Word Recognition  
 (K-2)
Basic Reading 
	Matching sounds to symbols. 
Reading words by sight or by applying phonics to decode. 
Focus is on word production not meaning 


	Difficulty with:  

Letter-sound associations
Sound blending 
Segmenting
Manipulating letter-sound correspondences 
Reading nonsense words
Word identification
	Intervention focus on systematic development of letter sound correspondence, word analysis skills, and sight word recognition
	Nonsense word probe
Letter Name probe 
Word Reading Fluency probes
 

	Reading Fluency 
(1-12) 
	Rate at which reader reads text, which could include speeded word, sentence, or text reading, as well as segmentation and/or blending of phonemes. Also includes voice intonation and expression during reading.

	Difficulty with:  

Accuracy of Fluency 
Reading Rate 
Word Reading Efficiency 
Sentence Fluency 
	Intervention focus on guided oral reading, repeated readings, echo read, shadow read, paired reading, and direct explicit instruction in chunking and phrasing
	Nonsense word probe 
Oral reading fluency probe 
Word Reading fluency probe 
Passage Reading fluency probe 
 

	Reading Comprehension 
(1-12)
	The construction of meaning from text, including understanding of the author’s intent or message. Comprehension is reflected in the recall of specific information, as well as in inferences drawn from presented information.
	Difficulty with:  

Passage Reading 
Sentence Comprehension 
Oral Reading 
Silent Reading
Words in isolation or in Context
Matching Vocabulary
	Intervention focus on specific skill instruction for vocabulary, fact finding, and making inferences as well as explicit strategies in comprehension monitoring and reading for different purposes
	Retell probe  
Daze probe 
Maze probe 
Multiple Choice Reading Comprehension probe 
Cloze Task probe 

	 Written Expression 
(1-12)
	The ability to form letters and numbers correctly, to write words spontaneously or from dictation, and organize words into meaningful thoughts
 

	Difficulty with:  

Hold/ Use Pencil 
Trace/ Copy 
Letters Written 
Words Written
Word Sequence
Spelling 
Planning processes 

Composition/ reviewing and revising 
	Intervention focus on transcription; letter formatting, and associating letter shapes with the name of the letter, as well as composition; explicit instruction in mechanics, word and sentence construction, paragraph construction, and multi-paragraph essays
	Writing Readiness Skills probe 
Number of Letters Written probe 
Number of Words Written probe 
Correct Word Sequence probe 
Correct Spelling probe 
Correct Writing Sequence probe 



