COUNTY RESOURCE GUIDE 

MEDIA ALERT


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT:

[County Coordinator Name]

[County Coordinator Phone]

[County Coordinator Email]
[YOUR COUNTY] TO HONOR VOLUNTEERS

[YOUR CITY, TN—Date] — Nominations for the Ninth Annual Governor’s Volunteer Stars Awards are now being accepted within [your county]. The awards will celebrate the efforts of volunteers who strive to improve their communities through service.

[Quote here about volunteerism in TN from mayor or county coordinator.]

One youth and one adult volunteer will be selected in [your county] to receive this prestigious award. Nominees will be judged based on the community’s need of the volunteer service performed, initiative taken to perform the service, creativity used to solve a community problem and impact of the volunteer service on the community.

Nomination forms can be found in various local businesses throughout [your county], including [name some key places]. They can also be accessed online at [URL] or by calling [County Coordinator’s number]. Applications must be received by [date here].

[Quote here about importance of volunteerism.]

Recipients of the [your county] volunteer awards will be honored at the Governor’s Volunteer Stars Awards ceremony in Franklin, TN on February 12, 2017. 

For more information about nominations, call [County Coordinator number here].

[Insert information about your volunteer recognition team/county coordinator.]
Volunteer Tennessee is coordinating the Governor’s Volunteer Stars Awards at the state level. Volunteer Tennessee is the 25 member bipartisan citizen board appointed by the Governor to oversee AmeriCorps and service-learning programs and to advance volunteerism and citizen service to solve community problems in the Volunteer State. For more information about Volunteer Tennessee and the Governor's Volunteer Stars Awards, please visit www.volunteertennessee.net.
# 30 #

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MEDIA CONTACT:

Day, Date, Year
[County Coordinator Name]


Telephone:  XXX-XXX-XXXX


Cell:  XXX-XXX-XXXX


E-mail: name@yourprovider.com
[YOUR COUNTY] CELEBRATES COMMUNITY HEROES AT

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION CEREMONY

OR

MAYOR [NAME] PROCLAIMS [DATE] TO BE [YOUR COUNTY] VOLUNTEER DAY
Proclamation is a commemoration of the Ninth Governor’s Volunteer Stars Awards…

WHAT:
[Your County] Volunteer Stars Celebration

WHEN:
DATE

WHO:

Your Name or Team Name

WHERE:
Address of the location where the proclamation will occur; provide driving directions if necessary

HOW:
Citizens throughout [Your County] will honor volunteers and promote volunteerism by awarding an adult and youth volunteer for their outstanding service

Or

Mayor [Name] will honor volunteers and promote volunteerism by proclaiming [DATE] as [your county] volunteer day

WHY:
Tennessee has a longtime legacy of service, named “The Volunteer State” almost 200 years ago. On [DATE], [Your County]’s goal is to honor volunteers and inspire others to make an impact within the community through volunteer service.

(Optional)  Volunteer honorees will be available for media interviews.

For more information about the Governor’s Volunteer Stars Awards, visit: www.volunteertennessee.net 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:

[County Coordinator Name]

[County Coordinator Phone]

[County Coordinator Email]
YOUR COUNTY TO HONOR VOLUNTEERS

[YOUR CITY, TN—Date] — [Your County] citizens will gather to recognize the efforts of volunteers who strive to improve the community during a [Theme] celebration on [date here].

[Quote here about volunteerism in TN from mayor or county coordinator.]

In conjunction with the Ninth Annual Governor’s Volunteer Stars awards, Tennessee’s statewide volunteer recognition program, [your event title] will recognize [adult honoree name] and [youth honoree name], volunteers who have displayed tremendous dedication to serving [your county]. 

[Insert brief description of the youth and adult honorees here along with brief description of the service they provided that led to their selection as honorees.]

Nominees were judged based on the community’s need of the volunteer service performed, initiative taken to perform the service, creativity used to solve a community problem and impact of the volunteer service on the community.

[Quote here about importance of improving community]

Recipients of the [your county] volunteer awards will not only be honored at [name of your county event] in [month of your event], but will also be honored as Governor’s Volunteer Stars. Each recipient will be invited to attend the Governor’s Volunteer Stars Awards ceremony in Franklin, TNs on February 12, 2017.
Corporate and individual partners are also needed to help support [your county’s] event. For more information on becoming a partner, call [county coordinator number here].
Volunteer Tennessee is coordinating the Governor’s Volunteer Stars Awards at the State level. Volunteer Tennessee is the 25 member bipartisan citizen board appointed by the Governor to oversee AmeriCorps and service-learning programs and to advance volunteerism and citizen service to solve community problems in the Volunteer State. For more information about Volunteer Tennessee and the Governor's Volunteer Stars Awards, please visit www.volunteertennessee.net.
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Date

Name

Title

Publication/Company/Station

Address

City/State/Zip

Dear [Name]:

[SAMPLE TEXT: To many, Susie Taylor’s daily routine may not seem very unique. After a quick breakfast, she spends her day with her elderly neighbor, running errands, helping her write out bills, and ensuring that she has three healthy meals. But Susie Taylor is 77, and she exudes the spirit of volunteerism. 

A member of Senior Corps’ Senior Companion Program (SCP), a program sponsored by the Corporation for National and Community Service, Taylor reaches out to adults who need extra assistance to live independently in their own homes or communities. “I am so grateful for the opportunity, especially at my age, to feel like I can still help somebody else,” says Taylor. “There’s nothing quite like feeling as though you’ve made a difference.”]

On [DATE], [your county] will honor [adult honoree name] and [youth honoree name], volunteers who provide exemplary volunteer service within the [your county] community. This celebration will illustrate the importance of civic participation and service to improve overall community norms. Both the adult and youth volunteer recognized at the celebration will also be honored as Governor’s Volunteer Stars in February.

We have a great event to talk about and would welcome the opportunity to share the details of this volunteer recognition event with your viewers [or readers or listeners, in the case of publication and radio]. Area corporations, not-for-profit organizations, civic organizations, and the volunteer recognition team have been working diligently to make sure Tennessee continues its legacy as the Volunteer State.

We hope you’ll participate in our celebration and share the information with your viewers [or readers or listeners, in the case of publication and radio]. Our desire is for people to see this event and be motivated to volunteer in their communities, whether through faith-based organizations, national service programs, schools, or simply as neighbors-helping-neighbors.

In the next few days, we will call you to determine your interest in covering this event or speaking with volunteer recognition honorees. 

Thank you for taking the time to review the enclosed materials. If you have questions or need additional information, please call me at [county coordinator phone number].

Sincerely,

County Coordinator Name
