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(1) Ranges shall be of adequate size to safely accommodate the number of students 
 being trained.  
 
(2) Ranges are to be will be constructed in such a manner as to ensure provide for 
 the safety of the students, instructors, and  all others in the immediate area. 
 
(3)   Ranges shall have a bullet impact backstop (berm) that will stop and render 
 harmless, bullets fired into it from all handgun caliber ammunition from all firing 
 positions.  This shall be accomplished without ricocheting projectiles or debris, or 
 striking individuals at the firing line. 
 
(4) All ranges shall provide adequate lighting to allow shooters and instructors to 
 clearly see the targets from all firing positions. 
 
(5) Access to the ranges shall be limited, with controlled points of ingress. 
 
(6) Warning signs, flags, lights and/or audible devices shall be utilized to ensure     
 safety to others. 
 
(7) All ranges shall have a current first aid trauma kit on site. 
 
 (8) All ranges must document compliance with all applicable local county and 
 municipal ordinances. 
 
(9) All firing shall be done on standard silhouette B29 type targets. Steel targets and 
 stands are not allowed. 
 
(10)    Anyone on the range provided assistance to students during qualification must 
 be certified as an instructor by this department. 
 
(11)  The range shall have warning signs posted at all access points clearly identifying  
 the area as a “firing range” 
 
(12)   Range must have restroom facility in the immediate area. 
 
(13)   The overall safety of any firing range or classroom shall be determined by the 
 Program Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
(14) Outdoor Range 
 
 (a) (Height) backstop minimum height is 12 feet.  This height is the lowest  
        measurement of the compacted or settled height. 
 
 (b)  (Width) The width of the backstop shall extend a minimum of 8 feet   
  beyond the end target. 
 
 (c)  (Slope) The range side of the backstop (side facing the shooter) must be  
  as steep as possible, but not less than a 45 degree slope or a ratio of 1 to  
  1. 
 
 (d)  (Thickness) Backstop shall be constructed with a minimum thickness at  
  the top of 4 feet. 
 
 (e)     All ranges shall comply with T.C.A. 39-17-316 
 
(15) Indoor Range 
 
 (a)  Backstop and bullet traps shall be constructed of materials capable of   
      stopping the maximum caliber of ammunition allowed on the range. 
 
 (b)   Backstop plates shall have a minimum thickness of .375 inches and shall  
  be angled at 45 degrees. 
 
 (C)   The plating used for backstops and bullet traps shall have manufactures   
         specification of AR- 500. 
 
 (d)  Steel plates supported by concrete or masonry should be anchored by   
     expansion bolt or toggle bolts as suitable for construction, with flush   
      countersunk heads, not more than 12 inches on center of all edges of  
  each plate. 
 
 (e)   Baffles are required and must extend the entire width of the range and   
        downward to cover or protect vulnerable ceiling areas of range fixtures. 
 
 (f)   Walls, ceilings and floors must be impenetrable. 
 
 (g)   Ventilation and filtering system must comply with the OSHA Lead   
  Standard for General Industry, 29 CFR 1910.1025 and all state and local  
  building codes, laws and regulations. 
 


