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Statutory Purpose of TCCY
TCA 37‐3‐102 

The commission shall serve as anThe commission shall serve as an 
informational resource and advocacy agency 
for the efficient planning enhancement andfor the efficient planning, enhancement and 
coordination of state, regional and local 
policies programs and services to promotepolicies, programs and services to promote 
and protect the health, well being and 
development of all children and youth indevelopment of all children and youth in 
Tennessee.



TCCY Vision StatementTCCY Vision Statement

All children in Tennessee are 
safe healthy educatedsafe, healthy, educated, 
nurtured and supported, and 
engaged in activities thatengaged in activities that 
provide them opportunities to 
h h f ll lachieve their fullest potential.



TCCY Mission Statement

The Tennessee Commission on 
Children and Youth (TCCY)Children and Youth (TCCY) 
advocates to improve the quality 
f lif f hild d f ili dof life for children and families and 

provides leadership and support 
for child advocates.



WE BELIEVE
• Children are Tennessee’s most precious assets, and 
they deserve a safe, healthy quality of life provided 
i h l i i i li iin the least restrictive, most appropriate living 
situation possible.

Families and communities have the responsibility• Families and communities have the responsibility 
to sustain, nurture and protect their children.

• Government has an important role in creating and• Government has an important role in creating and 
maintaining the public structures and public‐
private partnerships essential to improving the 
lives of children and families in Tennessee.

• Tennessee has a responsibility to promote positive 
change for children and their families, especially 
children in need of state services.



WE BELIEVEWE BELIEVE
• Every child deserves due process, the properEvery child deserves due process, the proper 

administration of the law equitable treatment 
under the law.

• Services for Tennessee children should be 
provided through a family-driven and youth-

id d it b d t f th tguided, community based system of care that 
strives for continuous improvement.

• The Tennessee Commission on Children and• The Tennessee Commission on Children and 
Youth convenes public and private partners to 
collaborate in the promotion of improvements p p
for Tennessee children and families.



TCCY Statutory Responsibilities

• Provide advocacy and coordination improvement 
efforts through a variety of strategies.

• Make budget recommendations to the Governor, 
Commissioners of state departments serving 
children and members of the General Assemblychildren and members of the General Assembly.

• Prepare and disseminate legislative impact 
statements and information on legislation.g

• Administer Federal and state juvenile justice funds 
and monitor compliance with requirements for 

ti d li ibilit f f d l f dcontinued eligibility for federal funds.



TCCY Statutory Responsibilities

• Organize and staff nine regional councils on 
children and youth across the state.

• Administer and staff the Council on Children’s 
Mental Health.

Ad i i d ff h S d L k C i i• Administer and staff the Second Look Commission.

• Administer and Staff the Youth Transitions Advisory 
C ilCouncil.

• Design and oversee resource mapping of all federal 
and state dollars spent through the state budgetand state dollars spent through the state budget.



TCCY Statutory Responsibilities

• Prepare and disseminate an annual report on the 
status of children in Tennessee. 

• As the Annie E Casey Foundation’s KIDS COUNT• As the Annie E. Casey Foundation s KIDS COUNT 
partner in Tennessee, TCCY publishes KIDS COUNT: 
The State of the Child in Tennessee.

• TCCY also helps disseminate the Casey Foundation’s 
National KIDS COUNT DATA Book which ranks the 
t t i di t f hild llb i d lstates on indicators of child wellbeing, and also 
Casey Foundation Data Snapshots and Policy 
Reports.p



TCCY Activities

• Provide an Ombudsman Program for children and 
families involved with the child welfare and juvenilefamilies involved with the child welfare and juvenile 
justice systems in Tennessee.

• Publish and disseminate Tennessee Compilation ofPublish and disseminate Tennessee Compilation of 
Selected Laws on Children Youth and Families.

• Serve on a wide variety of national, state and local y ,
boards, commissions, committees, task forces, etc.



Links found on TCCY WebsiteLinks found on TCCY Website

Legislative Reports

The Advocate NewsletterThe Advocate – Newsletter

Tennessee Compilation of Selected Laws on Children 
F ili d Y thFamilies and Youth 

Copies of Council on Children’s Mental Health, Second 
L k C i i Y h T i i Ad i C ilLook Commission, Youth Transitions Advisory Council, 
and Resource Mapping Reports to the General Assembly.

Previous Publications and Archived Reports.



Tennessee Kids Count ProjectTennessee Kids Count Project

• Tennessee KIDS COUNT Project is part of a national 
network of state KIDS COUNT projects that provide 
detailed county by county data on the condition ofdetailed county-by-county data on the condition of 
children.
• Funded by Annie E. Casey Foundation in 1992 
during the second round of grants to the states.
•TCCY currently provides county-by-county data on 
41 indicators related to children, youth and families in41 indicators related to children, youth and families in 
Tennessee.
•AECF KIDS COUNT Data Center includes many other 
indicators at the state levelindicators at the state level.



Tennessee Kids Count IndicatorsTennessee Kids Count Indicators

Demographicg p

•Total population
•Total Hispanic population
•Hispanic population under age 18
•Population under age 18 by race
•Population under age 18



Tennessee Kids Count IndicatorsTennessee Kids Count Indicators

Economic Well-Beingg
•Youth unemployment
•Per capita personal incomep p
•Free/reduced-price school lunch program
•Children receiving Families First grants (TANF)
•Children receiving Supplemental Nutrition Assistance•Children receiving Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) benefits

•WIC Program
S•Participants in SNAP

•Children in poverty
•Median home sale pricep
•Fair market rent



Tennessee Kids Count IndicatorsTennessee Kids Count Indicators

Education

•School age special education
•Cohort high school dropouts
•School suspensions
•Event high school dropouts
•School expulsions



Tennessee Kids Count IndicatorsTennessee Kids Count Indicators

Family and Communityy y

•Regulated child care spaces
•Recorded marriages
•Recorded divorces
•Births to unmarried females



Tennessee Kids Count Indicators
Health

•Teen pregnancy•Teen pregnancy
•Teen births
•Youth on TennCare
•Total TennCare enrollees
•Low-birthweight babies
Infant mo talit•Infant mortality

•Child deaths
•Teen deaths by accident, homicide and suicideTeen deaths by accident, homicide and suicide
•Adequate prenatal care
•Dentists by county of practice
•Teens with STDs
•Medical doctors by county of practice



Tennessee Kids Count IndicatorsTennessee Kids Count Indicators

Safety and Risky Behaviorsy y

•Substantiated child abuse/neglect cases
•Reported child abuse cases
•Juvenile court referrals
•Commitment to state custody
•Remaining in state custody



Tennessee KIDS COUNT Projectj

• Publishes an annual data book called 
KIDS COUNT: The State of the Child 
in Tennessee (can also be found in the 
website).website).

• The annual book tracks the status of 
children by analyzing state level statistical 
i di f hild ll b i i i lindicators of child well-being using social, 
educational, economic, and health data.

• Data are collected from local sources, suchData are collected from local sources, such 
as health departments, human 
services agencies, and schools. 





Economic Well‐BeingEconomic Well Being 

Children in poverty (2011) 26%

Children whose parents lack secure 
employment (2011)

34%
employment (2011)
Children living in households with a high 
housing cost burden (2011)

35%
housing cost burden (2011)
Teens not in school and not working 
(2011)

9%
(2011)



EducationEducation

Children not attending preschool (2009‐
11)

60%

Fourth graders not proficient in reading 
(2011)

74%
( )

Eighth graders not proficient in math 
(2011)

76%
(2011)

High school students not graduating on  20%
time (2009/10)



HealthHealth

Low‐birthweight babies (2010) 9%

Children without health insurance (2011) 6%

Child and teen deaths per 100,000 (2010) 31

Teens who abuse alcohol or drugs (2010‐
11)

7%
11)



Family and CommunityFamily and Community

Children in single‐parent families (2011) 37%

Children in families where the household 
head lacks a high school diploma (2011)

13%
g p ( )

Children living in high‐poverty areas 
(2007 11)

14%
(2007‐11)

Teen births per 1,000 43





Useful LinksUseful Links

http://www tn gov/tccyhttp://www.tn.gov/tccy

http://datacenter.kidscount.org/

h // /h l hhttp://www.tn.gov/health

http://www.tn.gov/education

http://www.tn.gov/humanserv


