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I.  INTRODUCTION  

  Tennessee has some of the best white-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) hunting in the 

world.  An estimated population of 600,000 white-tailed deer and lengthy deer hunting seasons 

result in great hunting.  However, Tennessee has not always had abundant white-tailed deer 

populations.  As late as the 1940’s, the white-tailed deer herd was estimated at fewer than 1,000 

animals (Nichols 1978).  Fortunately, major restocking efforts from the 1930s through the 1980’s 

have resulted in historic populations and outstanding hunting resident and nonresidents enjoy 

today.  The annual white-tailed deer harvest in Tennessee now frequently exceeds 160,000 

animals (Anderson et al., 2013). 

  Though early records are somewhat sketchy, elk (C. Canadensis) were apparently 

abundant in Tennessee prior to settlement by European explorers and colonists (Wathen et al., 

1997).  Other records indicate the last elk in Tennessee was killed in Obion County, Tennessee in 

1865 (Murie 1951).  Due to reintroduction efforts beginning in 2000, elk once again roam 

Tennessee and are of growing significance to our state.  Elk hunting opportunities are limited 

with six permits issued annually, but hunting for these permit holders is usually great. 

II. GENERAL PROGRAM HISTORY   

White-tailed deer 

  Past troubles for white-tailed deer populations in Tennessee have been traced back as far 

as 1896 when Rhoads, an early scientific writer, reported they had been exterminated over the 

greater part of Tennessee (Schultz 1955).  Declines in white-tailed deer populations in Tennessee 

continued with fewer than 1,000 animals being reported in the 1940’s (Nichols 1978).  Extensive 

habitat loss from agricultural clearing and heavy exploitation for hides and venison nearly 
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resulted in white-tailed deer being extirpated from Tennessee.  As evidenced by early hide export 

records, white-tailed deer were likely abundant prior to these events (Dickson 2001). 

  Beginning in the 1930’s, several public agencies began white-tailed deer restoration 

efforts on a few public lands in Tennessee.  The Game and Fish Division of the Tennessee 

Department of Conservation, United States Forest Service, Tennessee Valley Authority, and the 

United States Navy all restocked white-tailed deer at this time (TWRA Wildlife Research Report 

91-1).  The Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA), known then as the Tennessee Game 

and Fish Commission, began restocking public lands in 1949 and private lands in the mid-

1950’s.  Nine thousand deer were released in Tennessee by these agencies from 1940-1985.  

White-tailed deer stockings included deer from Michigan, Maryland, Wisconsin, North Carolina, 

Virginia, and Texas.  Once adequate populations of deer were built from these initial stockings, 

in-state deer became the primary source for later restocking efforts (TWRA Wildlife Research 

Report 91-1).  

  The first white-tailed deer hunting seasons, limited to public lands, were established in 

Tennessee in the 1940’s.  Private land deer hunting opportunities began in the 1950’s (Nichols 

1978).   By 1990, there were no areas in the state closed to deer hunting (TWRA Wildlife 

Research Report 91-1). 

  TWRA’s success in growing the white-tailed deer population and improving hunting has 

continued to this day.  The white-tailed deer population is estimated at 600,000 animals and the 

annual harvest exceeds 160,000 animals.  This is impressive considering less than 200 hundred 

deer were reported harvested in 1978 (Deer Operational Plan 1979).   
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Elk 

  The eastern subspecies of North American Elk was present throughout Tennessee before 

European settlement.  In the 1800’s, habitat destruction and overharvest led to the extirpation of 

this subspecies in Tennessee (O’gara and Dundas 2002).  Accounts from early settlers indicate 

elk were found in Middle Tennessee as late as 1825.  “In the mountains of the east and in the 

swamps of the western part of the state it held out a bit longer…”, apparently the last one having 

been shot in 1865 (Ganier 1928).   

  As a result of successful elk reintroductions in other states, TWRA began planning in 

1996 to reintroduce elk to Tennessee (Wathen et al., 1997). TWRA selected a 271,145 hectare 

elk restoration zone on the North Cumberland Wildlife Management Area (NCWMA), formally 

known as Royal Blue WMA, located in Anderson, Campbell, Claiborne, Morgan, and Scott 

counties (Figure 1).  NCWMA was selected due to its close proximity to Kentucky’s elk 

restoration zone, low human population, its potential elk hunting and viewing opportunities, and 

the near absence of nearby agricultural crops elk would damage (Wathen et al., 1997).  

  Initially, TWRA biologists believed NCWMA habitats would allow herd expansion up to 

2,000 animals.  As a result, plans called for a total of 400 elk to be released over four years 

beginning in 2000 (Wathen et al., 1997).  Elk Island National Park (EINP) in Alberta, Canada 

was chosen as the source of elk due to its long history of disease-free animals.  The first release 

of elk occurred on December 19, 2000 at Horsebone Ridge on NCWMA where 50 were released.  

In 2001 and 2002, an additional 36 and 50 elk were released near Puncheon Camp Creek.    

Unfortunately after 2002, elk from EINP were no longer available due to new restrictions on 

interstate movement of cervids because of Chronic Wasting Disease concerns.  However in 
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2003, Land between the Lakes (LBL) National Recreation Area had 31 elk, originating from 

EINP, available for TWRA (Lupardus 2005).  TWRA imported and released these elk, but was 

unable to obtain additional from LBL until 2008; when they obtained and released 34 more. 

    Although TWRA’s original plans were to release 400 elk, only 201 have been 

reintroduced in Tennessee (Steve Bennett, personal communication, 2014).  The inability to 

import elk from EINP, due to import restrictions, and LBL, due to a lack of surplus animals, has 

resulted in TWRA not having a source of elk.  If situations change enabling EINP or LBL to 

once again become a source, TWRA will consider importing more elk into Tennessee.    

  Upon recommendations made by TWRA, the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Commission 

(TWRC) established the first Tennessee elk hunting season in 2009.  The five day season began 

October 19th and ended October 23rd.  Four fortunate hunters were randomly selected through a 

TWRA drawing and a fifth participant was the winner of an auction administered by a 

nongovernmental organization raising funds for TWRA’s Elk Program. Based on the results of 

an additional drawing, hunters were assigned one of five elk hunting zones established on 

NCWMA (Figure 2).  Every hunter successfully harvested a bull the first year and subsequent 

years have yielded similar impressive results as well (Table 1).  In 2012, a youth elk permit was 

added by the TWRC; enabling a youth to hunt the entire NCWMA the weekend after the other 

elk hunt.  The youth permit recipient is selected though a TWRA drawing as well.  All permits 

have a bag limit of one antlered elk (Anderson et al., 2013). 
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III. 2013-2014 HARVEST  

White-tailed deer  

  The statewide white-tailed deer harvest for 2013-2014 was 168,461 (Table 2).  For the 

purposes of this report we present combined harvests of archery, muzzleloader, and gun hunters.  

There was a 5% decrease in harvest from 2012-2013, but the harvest is consistent with other 

recent annual totals.  TWRA’s Region II accounted for 35% of the statewide harvest.  TWRA’s 

Region I came in a close second, accounting for 32% of the overall harvest and Regions III and 

IV reported 17% and 13%, respectively.  Only 3% of the harvest occurred on wildlife 

management areas (WMAs). However, harvests on wildlife management areas (WMAs) 

increased from 2012-2013 to 2013-2014 by approximately 5% (Table 2). 

  Hunter success and weapon type harvest data from the 2013-2014 white-tailed deer 

season was similar to recent years.  Forty-five percent of Tennessee’s estimated 200,000 hunters 

were successful in harvesting at least one deer (Table 3).  Thirty-one percent of deer hunters 

harvested an antlered deer and 22% harvested antlerless deer.  Eighty percent of the hunters who 

harvested deer killed less than three (Table 3).  Gun hunters killed 65% of the harvested deer, 

and 24% were harvested by muzzleloader hunters.  Archery hunters, including crossbow hunters, 

harvested 12% of the deer.  Crossbow hunters only harvested 4% of the total kill while users of 

other archery equipment harvested 8%.   

  Giles County led the state in deer harvest with 5,419 (Table 4).  Other top five counties 

included Lincoln, Fayette, Henry, and Hardeman Counties.   Henry and Lincoln Counties led the 

state in the number of bucks killed with nine or more points (Table 5).  In regards to WMAs, 
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Land between the Lakes (LBL) WMA led the state in harvest and number of bucks with nine 

points or more taken (Table 6 and 7).  

  Biological data was collected by TWRA personnel from 3,356 white-tailed deer.  Fifty-

seven percent of antlered bucks harvested (2,192) were 2.5 years or older (Table 8 and Figure 3). 

This was a slight improvement over the 2012-2013 deer season (Figure 4). Age data from 1,438 

deer harvested on WMAs revealed similar results.  Fifty-nine percent of bucks from WMAs were 

2.5 years or older, whereas 41% percent were 1.5 years old (Table 9 and Figure 5).  For WMA 

specific harvest data search the Hunters Toolbox 

@ https://jc.activeoutdoorsolutions.com/TNHFInternetHarvest/app/goHome. 

  The 2013-2014 white-tailed deer season was the first deer season since TWRA launched 

its mobile application for electronic tablets and smartphones.  As a result, deer hunters are able to 

record their harvests with the State while afield.  Hunters can also follow TWRA’s latest news, 

access TWRA’s hunting guide, purchase licenses, check sunrise and sunset times, locate WMAs 

and check stations, and upload pictures to their hunter diary using the mobile application.  

TWRA’s mobile application functioned well for harvest reporting and does not seem to have 

affected reporting compliance as some had predicted.  TWRA’s mobile application has become 

the envy of other wildlife agencies.   

 Elk 

  The 2013 elk hunt took place October 21st through October 27th.   Hunting on the first 

five days was limited to the four hunters drawn during the regular elk hunt drawing and another 

hunter who purchased the auction elk tag, whereas the final two days were limited to a youth 

hunter drawn during the youth drawing.  All hunters, except the youth hunter, participated in an 
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additional drawing to determine which elk hunting zone they would hunt (Figure 2).  The youth 

was allowed to hunt all zones.  Five elk were harvested by the six hunters for an overall success 

rate of 83%.  Four bulls were harvested during the first five days and a spike was taken during 

the youth-only hunting days (Table 1).  

IV. 2013 ELK POPULATION ESTIMATION 

  Elk population estimates are conducted annually using mark-resight surveys analyzed 

using the Bowden estimator in program NOREMARK.  An aerial survey is conducted within one 

week of the mark-resight survey to determine the total number of elk with active collars on the 

study area.  Elk with active radio collars are considered marked animals, whereas elk with 

inactive radio collars (i.e., not transmitting) are considered unmarked.  

  Ground survey periods begin in early November and extend into early December. 

Observations are conducted opportunistically by WMA staff and volunteers throughout the 

survey period.  Additional systematic surveys are conducted during intensive periods (e.g., 2-3 

days) with up to six vehicles being used to search for elk on or near NCWMA.  

  During the ground survey phase all elk observed are noted. If an elk is seen with a collar, 

a receiver is turned on to scan through all known elk frequencies. Collared elk with active radios 

are noted as marked animals, otherwise the elk are considered unmarked. No elk are located by 

following transmitter signals. When elk are sighted, the observer records group size, gender, age 

(calf or adult), and animal identification (radio frequency) if present (Anderson 2009). 
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  Region IV staff and volunteers observed 207 elk during the 2013 survey period.  Using 

the Bowden estimator for mark-resight data, we estimate an elk population of 240 animals (95% 

CI 114 - 511) in the Elk Restoration Zone (ERZ). 

   The estimated gross population growth rate* was 4 % higher than the 2012 estimate and 

shows consistent population growth from the restoration beginning.  The 2013 population 

estimate falls within reasonable bounds of the exponential growth curve fitted to data collected 

on the North Cumberland elk herd (Figure 6).  Figure 6 shows all the population data collected as 

well as the release numbers.  The curve estimated with data collected on this herd appears to 

indicate the population has a positive growth trajectory.  However, the magnitude of the 

trajectory (i.e., slope of these lines or growth rate) will be more difficult to assess using these 

methods.  Thus, TWRA should continue data collection efforts in future years to better 

understand the true dynamics of the North Cumberland elk herd.   

V.  CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE (CWD) SURVEILLANCE  

  Even though CWD has never been detected in Tennessee, TWRA personnel have 

conducted CWD surveillance since 2002. Initially, TWRA personnel sampled over 1,000 white-

tailed deer annually, but biologists realized their sampling efforts were insufficient to detect 

CWD in wild cervid populations.  However, TWRA personnel have continued to test a minimum 

of 200 white-tailed deer per year.  In regards to elk, CWD testing of hunter harvested elk has 

continued since the first elk hunting season in 2009.  The continuation of TWRA’s CWD 

sampling enables personnel to practice sampling and teach new personnel proper collection 

techniques.  Additionally, sampling helps reinforce to the public the seriousness of CWD and the 

threat it poses to Tennessee’s cervids.   
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  TWRA personnel sampled 277 whitetails and five elk in 2013.  All samples were 

submitted to the Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study College of Veterinary 

Medicine for analysis and none tested positive for CWD. 
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Table 1. 2009-2013 Tennessee Elk Hunt (NCWMA) results.  Number of points indicated 
as 3x3. 

         
Year Zone 1 Zone 2 Zone 3 Zone 4 Zone 5 Youth 

Total 
Harvest 

 2009 6x6 6x6 7x6 7x6 5x6   5 
 2010 5x5   5x4 3x3     3 
 2011 5x5 7x6   5x4     3 
 2012 8x6 7x6 5x5 7x6 6x6 5x5 6 
 2013 5x4 7x6   7x6 5x5 1x1 5 
  

 

Table 3.  2013-2014 White-tailed deer hunter success based on an estimated 200,000 hunters.  
Bonus deer may be harvested on select WMAs, the Tennessee statewide buck limit is 3. 
 

 

 

 

 

2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14
Region 1* 56,819 56,815 57,828 60,914 53,775 (32%)
Region 2* 51,039 52,134 53,787 59,144 58,676 (35%)
Region 3* 28,708 29,192 30,080 30,004 28,944 (17%)
Region 4* 20,024 19,013 20,767 21,354 21,54 (13%)
Wildlife Management Areas** 5,170 5,667 5,240 5,540 5,812 (3%)
State Total 161,760 162,821 167,702 176,956 168,461
* private land harvest
** statewide harvest on WMAs

Table 2.  Annual white-tailed harvest in Tennessee for 2009-2014.

Total 
Harvest

Successful 
Hunters

1 deer 2 deer 3 deer 4 deer 5 deer 6 deer 7 deer 8 deer 9 deer 10+ deer
Antlered 46,067 13,061 2,327 88 - - - - - - 79,611 61,558
Antlerless 28,854 9,367 3,616 1,482 740 296 185 104 55 108 88,850 44,807
Total 50,599 21,686 9,442 4,236 2,113 1,110 568 327 169 309 168,461 90,559

Number of Hunters that Harvest:
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Table 4.  2013-3014 Tennessee white-tailed deer harvest by county.

County Total Harvest County Total Harvest County Total Harvest
Anderson 1112 Hamilton 2065 Morgan 1536
Bedford 2022 Hancock 730 Obion 2038
Benton 2367 Hardeman 4300 Overton 1294
Bledsoe 1053 Hardin 3012 Perry 1754
Blount 687 Hawkins 2371 Pickett 344
Bradley 1021 Haywood 2276 Polk 148
Campbell 1185 Henderson 1941 Putnam 1263
Cannon 899 Henry 4557 Rhea 1778
Carroll 3291 Hickman 3020 Roane 2903
Carter 1401 Houston 1155 Robertson 1331
Cheatham 1276 Humphreys 2239 Rutherford 2054
Chester 1213 Jackson 1994 Scott 1433
Claiborne 1627 Jefferson 876 Sequatchie 787
Clay 818 Johnson 1256 Sevier 437
Cocke 895 Knox 1066 Shelby 1385
Coffee 1671 Lake 377 Smith 2563
Crockett 617 Lauderdale 1480 Stewart 2881
Cumberland 1971 Lawrence 2981 Sullivan 2005
Davidson 1204 Lewis 1104 Sumner 2657
Decatur 1380 Lincoln 4744 Tipton 1011
DeKalb 1165 Loudon 1076 Trousdale 605
Dickson 2132 Macon 1104 Unicoi 362
Dyer 877 Madison 2584 Union 544
Fayette 4727 Marion 1658 Van Buren 1074
Fentress 866 Marshall 2880 Warren 694
Franklin 4046 Maury 4069 Washington 632
Gibson 2042 McMinn 1431 Wayne 2923
Giles 5419 McNairy 3231 Weakley 3122
Grainger 803 Meigs 1416 White 1059
Greene 1190 Monroe 747 Williamson 2381
Grundy 1008 Montgomery 3897 Wilson 2428
Hamblen 388 Moore 1033
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Table 5.  2013-2014 Tennessee harvest of white-tailed bucks with nine or more 
points by county, listed from greatest to least. 

      County Total 
harvest 

County Total 
harvest 

County Total 
harvest 

Henry 385 McNairy 108 Hawkins 54 
Lincoln 381 Houston 107 McMinn 54 
Montgomery 367 Smith 104 Greene 53 
Giles 359 Morgan 101 Chester 52 
Fayette 325 Shelby 100 Clay 47 
Maury 316 Henderson 99 Meigs 46 
Williamson 301 Scott 94 Crockett 44 
Hickman 292 Lewis 91 Trousdale 44 
Sumner 261 Fentress 88 Carter 41 
Hardeman 256 Lauderdale 88 Cannon 40 
Stewart 247 Jackson 86 Washington 40 
Dickson 238 Roane 85 Johnson 38 
Marshall 228 Decatur 84 Warren 38 
Franklin 226 Rhea 82 Anderson 36 
Madison 213 Macon 81 Knox 36 
Humphreys 212 Dekalb 79 Loudon 34 
Weakley 206 Putnam 79 Pickett 34 
Robertson 196 Hamilton 78 Bradley 33 
Carroll 192 Marion 73 Lake 33 
Hardin 175 Overton 73 Sequatchie 29 
Obion 175 Sullivan 70 Monroe 28 
Wilson 168 Gibson 69 Cocke 26 
Wayne 164 Moore 66 Hancock 26 
Davidson 161 White 66 Blount 25 
Haywood 154 Bledsoe 65 Grainger 16 
Lawrence 154 Dyer 63 Sevier 16 
Benton 153 Van Buren 63 Jefferson 15 
Rutherford 143 Campbell 61 Polk 13 
Cheatham 134 Claiborne 61 Unicoi 11 
Perry 119 Grundy 61 Union 6 
Cumberland 115 Coffee 60 Hamblen 2 
Bedford 113 Tipton 60     
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Table 6. 2013-2014 Total white-tailed deer harvest in Tennessee by WMA. 
 

      WMA  Total 
harvest 

WMA  Total 
harvest 

WMA  Total 
harvest 

AEDC 273 Flintville Hatchery 11 Oak Ridge  188 
Alpine Mountain 5 Foothills  3 Obion River 52 
Arnold Hollow  11 4th Fractional Township 1 Old Hickory  49 
Bark Camp Barrens 37 Gallatin Steam Plant  21 Owl Hollow Mill 35 
Barkley  4 Gooch 27 Pea Ridge  11 
Bean Switch Refuge 6 Haley-Jaqueth  5 Percy Priest  213 
Bear Hollow Mtn 84 Harmon Creek  6 Pickett SF 6 
Beaver Dam Creek 53 Hatchie NWR 26 Prentice Cooper 119 
Big Sandy  12 Haynes Bottom 38 President's Island 8 
Big South Fork NRA 22 Henderson Is. Refuge 2 Rankin Bottom  4 
Black Bayou Refuge 8 Hick Hill  18 Reelfoot NWR 47 
Bogota 24 Hickory Flats 9 Reelfoot  114 
Bridgestone-Firestone 66 Hiwassee Refuge 97 Shelby Forest 33 
Browntown  20 Horns Bluff Refuge 6 Shelton Ferry  7 
Buffalo Springs  2 Jackson Swamp 1 Skinner Mountain  2 
Camden  6 John Tully  62 South Cherokee  133 
Catoosa  268 Keyes-Harrison  10 S.Fork Waterfowl Refuge 1 

Cedar Hill Swamp 3 Kingston Refuge 8 
Standing Stone SF & 
WMA 4 

Charlotte A F Neal  4 Kyker Bottoms  1 Tellico Lake 28 
Cheatham Lake 8 Kyles Ford  8 Tennessee NWR 248 
Cheatham  61 LBL 396 The Boils  1 
Chickamauga  17 Laurel Hill 78 Thorny Cypress 10 
Chickasaw NWR 89 Lick Creek Bottoms 8 Three Rivers  6 
Chickasaw  52 Lower Hatchie NWR 89 Tie Camp  33 
Chuck Swan 178 Maple Springs 3 Tigrett 26 
Cordell Hull Refuge 15 Milan AAP 175 Tumbleweed  13 
Cordell Hull  122 Mingo Swamp 12 Watts Bar  8 
Cove Creek  21 Moss Island 11 West Sandy  2 
Cross Creeks NWR 134 Mt. Roosevelt  32 White Lake Refuge 2 
Cummings Cove 1 MTSU 11 White Oak 59 
Dry Creek  15 Natchez Trace 249 Williamsport  74 
Eagle Creek 153 Nolichucky  1 Wolf River 56 
Edgar Evins SP & 
WMA 3 Normandy 5 Yanahli 362 
Enterprise South Park 43 North Cherokee 241 Yuchi Refuge 74 
Ernest Rice 6 N. Chickamauga Creek 14 

 
  

Fall Creek Falls 39 North Cumberland 234     
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Table 7.  2013-2014 Total harvest of white-tailed bucks with nine or more points by WMA in 
Tennessee. 
      

 WMA  Total 
Harvest 

WMA  Total 
Harvest 

WMA  Total 
Harvest 

 

Land Between The Lakes 50 Chuck Swan 1 Haley-Jaqueth 0 
 Catoosa 33 Cove Creek  1 Harmon Creek  0 
 North Cherokee 16 Cummings Cove 1 Hatchie NWR 0 
 Laurel Hill 15 Enterprise South Park 1 Haynes Bottom  0 
 Milan AAP 14 Ernest Rice 1 Henderson Island Refuge 0 
 South Cherokee  14 Flintville Hatchery 1 Hickory Flats 0 
 Cheatham  12 Gallatin Steam Plant  1 Holston AAP 0 
 Tennessee NWR 12 Hick Hill Wma 1 Horns Bluff Refuge 0 
 North Cumberland 11 Hiwassee Refuge 1 Jackson Swamp 0 
 Reelfoot  10 Old Hickory  1 Jarrell Switch Refuge 0 
 Natchez Trace 8 Pickett Sf 1 Keyes-Harrison WMA 0 
 Cross Creeks  7 Tumbleweed  1 Kingston Refuge 0 
 Eagle Creek 7 West Sandy  1 Kyker Bottoms WMA 0 
 John Tully  7 White Oak 1 Kyles Ford  0 
 Reelfoot NWR 7 AEDC SA 0 Lick Creek Bottoms 0 
 AEDC 6 Alpine Mountain 0 Maness Swamp Refuge 0 
 Chickasaw NWR 6 Arnold Hollow  0 Maple Springs 0 
 Percy Priest  6 Bark Camp Barrens 0 Mingo Swamp 0 
 Yanahli 6 Barkley  0 MTSU 0 
 Lower Hatchie  5 Bean Switch Refuge 0 Nolichucky  0 
 Yuchi Refuge 5 Big Sandy  0 Normandy 0 
 Bear Hollow Mountain 4 Black Bayou Refuge 0 N. Chickamauga Creek  0 
 Moss Island 4 Buffalo Springs  0 Old Hickory Lock 5 Refuge 0 
 Obion River 4 Camden  0 Owl Hollow Mill 0 
 Prentice Cooper  4 Cedar Hill Swamp 0 Pea Ridge  0 
 President's Island 4 Cheatham Lake 0 Rankin Bottom  0 
 Beaver Dam Creek  3 Chickamauga  0 Shelton Ferry  0 
 Mt. Roosevelt  3 Chickasaw  0 Skinner Mountain  0 
 Oak Ridge  3 Cordell Hull Refuge 0 S. Fork Waterfowl Refuge 0 
 Shelby Forest 3 Cypress Pond Refuge 0 Standing Stone SF &WMA 0 
 Big South Fork NRA 2 Dry Creek  0 Tellico Lake 0 
 Bogota 2 Eagle Lake Refuge 0 The Boils  0 
 Bridgestone-Firestone 2 Edgar Evins SP &WMA 0 Thorny Cypress 0 
 Cordell Hull  2 Foothills  0 Three Rivers  0 
 Fall Creek Falls 2 Forks Of The River  0 Tie Camp  0 
 Williamsport  2 Fourth Fractional Township 0 Tigrett 0 
 Browntown  1 Ft Campbell 0 Watts Bar  0 
 Charlotte A F Neal  1 Gooch 0 White Lake Refuge 0 
         Wolf River 0 
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Table 8. Biological data from 2,370 bucks and 986 does examined by TWRA staff in 2013-2014.  
Statewide harvest was 94,582 bucks and 73,879 does. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 Bucks Does 
Age Number % Avg.  

points
Avg. 
Beam 

Circum

Avg. 
Beam 
Length

Avg. 
Outside 
Spread

Avg. 
Live 

Weight

Age Number % Avg. Live 
Weight

Fawn 178 - - - - - - Fawn 180 - -
1 1/2 948 43 4 2 9 8 104 1 1/2 299 37 82
2 1/2 874 40 7 3 15 13 137 2 1/2 273 34 97
3 1/2 301 14 8 4 18 16 160 3 1/2 139 17 98
4 1/2 57 3 9 4 19 17 144 4 1/2 62 8 102
5 1/2 12 1 10 4 18 15 150 5 1/2 33 4 102

Bucks  Does
Age Number % Avg. 

Points
Avg. 
Beam 

Circum

Avg. 
Beam 
Length

Avg. 
Outside 
Spread

Avg. Live 
Weight

Age Number % Avg. 
Live 

Weight
Fawn 122 - - - - - - Fawn 129 - -
1 1/2 329 41 3 2 8 7 102 1 1/2 131 34 81
2 1/2 318 40 7 3 14 13 137 2 1/2 116 30 102
3 1/2 128 16 8 4 18 15 161 3 1/2 78 20 103
4 1/2 17 2 9 4 18 17 143 4 1/2 34 9 105
5 1/2 9 1 9 4 19 16 150 5 1/2 27 7 103

Table 9.  2013-2014 White-tailed deer biological data from WMA harvest.
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         Figure 1. 
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      Figure 2. 
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Figure 3.  Age distribution of 2013-2014 antlered white-tailed bucks harvested in Tennessee. 

 

 

Figure 4.  Percentage of antlered white-tailed bucks greater than or equal to 2.5 years old in 
Tennessee harvest. 
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Figure 5.  Age distribution of 2013-2014 white-tailed bucks harvested on Tennessee WMAs. 

 

Figure 6. Tennessee Elk populations estimates for North Cumberland Elk Restoration Zone, including 
the original released animals, fitted to an exponential growth curve.   
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