
Tennessee Tank Talk 

2023 Top Compliance Violations Review 

Most of us are familiar with the famous quote from Benjamin Franklin when speaking to Philadelphians in 1736 about fire
prevention, “ An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure”. It just so happens the Division of Underground Storage Tanks
has a prevention component of our mission as well; preventing petroleum releases. We do this primarily by implementing a
robust inspection program, inspecting each regulated petroleum underground storage tank/compartment (UST) at least once
every 3 years. The state’s regulated universe amounts to roughly 5K facilities with about 16K compartments. These
inspections have a single purpose; are the UST systems located at the facilities compliant with the regulations established to
prevent petroleum releases?

We’re entering our last annual cycle since the regulations went fully into effect October 18, 2021. That means by October
2024, all facilities will have at least 1 inspection conducted under the requirements of the new regulations.

Well, how are we doing? With any dataset there are many ways to look at the information, is the glass half-full or half-empty?
Detailed below are the most common violations of 2023. These are the same violations in the same ranking as 2022 – they
remain too frequent. However, the good news in 2023 is that violations related to spill buckets have decreased in total by over
9%, maintaining overfill testing records have fallen more than 8%, and maintaining operability test records of mechanical
release detection equipment by over 4% compared to 2022.

We look forward to 2024 and are optimistic that compliance rates will continue to improve. In the meantime, take a close look
at the facility/facilities you own or operate. Has your facility conducted the required tests and are you maintaining the test
records? If so, that’s fantastic. If not, make this an opportunity to increase your compliance rates in 2024!

Sincerely,

Stanley Boyd 

Director 

OVERFILL PREVENTION EQUIPMENT TESTING

https://www.tn.gov/environment
https://www.facebook.com/TNEnvironment
https://twitter.com/TNEnvironment
https://www.linkedin.com/company/6237387/
https://www.tn.gov/environment/ust.html


VIO LATIO N

Failure to inspect overfill prevention equipment at least once every three years.

TESTIN G  R EQ U IR EM EN TS

All overfill prevention equipment must be inspected at least once every 3 years. At a minimum, the inspection must ensure
that overfill prevention equipment is set to activate at the correct level and will activate when petroleum reaches that level.

Tank charts must be used for correct calculations for overfill inspections and testing. Tank charts can be obtained from the
tank manufacturer, calculated from inventory records (ATG or SIR), or generated using a manufacturer’s website.

Flow Restriction Overfill Devices (Ball Float Valves) cannot be repaired or replaced if found damaged or defective. Another
method of overfill prevention must be installed within 30 days  (Automatic Shutoff Device or High-Level Alarm). If the ball
float device is not removed and an automatic shutoff flapper valve is installed, the flapper valve must activate at 90% full
tank volume, and below the length of ball float piping in the tank.

R EC O R D  K EEPIN G

Overfill prevention equipment test results must be maintained for 3 years. 

FO R M S A N D  D O C U M EN TS

Overfill Inspection Form (CN-2584)

SPILL PREVENTION EQUIPMENT TESTING

VIO LATIO N  

Failure to monitor UST system spill prevention equipment no less frequently than walkthrough inspections. Spill prevention
equipment must be tested at least once every 3 years.

TESTIN G  R EQ U IR EM EN TS

Single wall spill prevention equipment must be integrity tested at least once every 3 years or use a double-walled spill
bucket monitored with an interstitial sensor.

R EC O R D  K EEPIN G

Spill bucket integrity test results must be maintained for 3 years.

Records for double-walled spill prevention monitored with an interstitial sensor must be maintained for as long as the
equipment is in use. Integrity testing must be conducted within 30 days of discontinuing the interstitial sensor monitoring.

FO R M S A N D  D O C U M EN TS

 Spill Prevention Device Hydrostatic Test Report (CN-1366)

ANNUAL ELECTRONIC AND MECHANICAL RELEASE DETECTION EQUIPMENT
OPERABILITY TESTING

https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/471eb/98b4c8901b06ba3f447406d7d9a953e7/Overfill_Test_Form_TN_20211018__6_.pdf
https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/471eb/231635b6b63985947f1b7df49c282358/CN-1366_Spill_Prevention_Device_Hydrostatic_Test_Report__Rev._11-21_FINAL__6_.pdf


VIO LATIO N  

Failure to maintain results of annual testing of electronic and mechanical components for 3 years.

R EC O R D  K EEPIN G

The following tests must be conducted annually and test results must be maintained for 3 years

 Automatic Tank Gauge (ATG) Operability Test

Electronic Interstitial Monitoring (IM) Sensor Test

Automatic Line Leak Detector Test

FO R M S A N D  D O C U M EN TS

Annual ATG Operability Test Form (CN-2624)

Annual Electronic Interstitial Monitoring Test Report (CN-1339)

Precision Line Tightness And Leak Detector Test Report (CN-1341)

Additional Resources
Division Updates and Outreach

Current Tennessee UST Rules

2018 Federal Rule Change Quick Reference Guide  

Standardized Inspection Manual (SIM)

UST Contact Information

Contact Your Local Field Office 

UST Forms and Guidance

EPA -Must For USTs

TDEC Underground Storage Tanks Home Page

EPA- Underground Storage Tanks Home Page 

https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/471eb/f7860ce3b564b3bba799893ae46fc46e/CN-2624_ATG_Annual_Test_Report_20211019b__8_.pdf
https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/471eb/5965ffcf6660f51418619cc3b01e5fc4/CN-1339_Annual_Electronic_Intersitial_Monitoring_Test_Report_20220303__6_.pdf
https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/471eb/b2954bdf9268cf9429def8d4275d6e39/Line_Tightness_and_Leak_Detector_Test_Report_Final_9-1-20_Version_for_Reader_-_adobe__5_.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/environment/ust/update.html
https://publications.tnsosfiles.com/rules/0400/0400-18/0400-18-01.20210615.pdf
https://d31hzlhk6di2h5.cloudfront.net/20210927/28/5f/6e/44/f96612a242620778882b85a0/UST_NewRules2021_Tri-4d_FINAL_20200131.pdf
https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/471eb/5c46004d38f9423dfdb0a73b772fb6e3/ust_sim.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/environment/ust/contacts-events.html
https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/471eb/cbd9cb54d288b5ec1dc230aec5ba1c94/ust_efo-map__2_.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/environment/ust/forms-guidance.html
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-12/documents/musts_for_usts.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/environment/program-areas/ust-underground-storage-tanks.html
https://www.epa.gov/ust
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