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HEALTH FACILITIES COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES

September 27, 2023

LOCATION: Cordell Hull State Legislative Office Bldg., Senate Hearing Room I, 425 Rep. John
Lewis Way North, Nashville, TN 37243
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CALL TO ORDER:

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Mr. Chinn with the following members present:
Sweitzer, Jordan, Fowler, Duckett, Grandy, Pinkney, Jerman and Chinn. A quorum was established with
Eight members present.



DIRECTOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The October 25, 2023, meeting will be held at the Cordell Hull State Legislative Office Bldg., Senate
Hearing Rm. 1, Nashville, TN.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mr. Chinn presented the August 23, 2023, minutes for approval.

Ms. Jordan moved for approval with Mr. Pinkney providing the second.

The motion CARRIED [8-0-0] unanimously by voice vote. APPROVED.
CERTIFICATE OF NEED APPLICATIONS

PC 557 eliminated TCA § 68-11-1616, which had provided that “each decision rendered by the Health
Facilities Commission shall include written documentation and explanation of the factual and legal basis
upon which the commission grants or denies the Certificate of Need.” PC 557 only requires this for
applications that are denied.

Therefore, for applications filed on or after the effective date of the relevant portions of PC 557 (10/1/2021),
a simple motion to approve an application will suffice, and a motion to deny must include an explanation
of the factual and legal basis as to why one or more of the criteria have not been met.

Three Certificate of Need applications were considered under the regular CON agenda.

Phillip Earhart introduced the following, three (3) applications under consideration and with one (1) being
approved, one (1) being partially approved, and one (1) being denied.

1. TriStar Hendersonville Medical Center — Gallatin Freestanding Emergency Department,
Gallatin (Sumner County), TN — CN2305-012

Request: For the establishment of a freestanding emergency department ("FSED") located on a tract of
vacant land that is approximately 2.3 acres in size located at the northeast corner of Harris Lane and
Green Lea Boulevard in Gallatin (Sumner County), TN 37066. The FSED will consist of approximately
11,900 square feet with 11 exam rooms, including 1 trauma room, a lab, an imaging department, a nurse
station, and associated support spaces. The proposed service area includes ZIP Codes (37066, 37048, and
37075) in Sumner County. The applicant is owned by HCA Health Services of Tennessee, Inc. Estimated
project cost: $16,704,501.

RECUSED: Duckett
Speaking on behalf of the applicant was Clark Spoden.
OPPOSITION: Sumner Regional Medical Center, LLC d/b/a Sumner Regional Medical Center.

Speaking on behalf of the opposition was Byron Trauger representing Sumner Regional Medical
Center.

Ms. Jordan moved for denial with Mr. Grandy providing the second.



Seven members voted to deny the application—Fowler, Jordan, Pinkney, Sweitzer, Grandy,
Jerman, and Chinn. The motion CARRIED [7-0-0].

2. Interim Healthcare of Montgomery County, Clarksville (Montgomery County), TN -
CN2306-019

Request: For the establishment of a home care organization and the initiation of home health services
and in-home hospice services with an office located at 540 Heritage Pointe Drive Suite A, Clarksville
(Montgomery County), TN 37042. The proposed service area consists of Cheatham, Montgomery, and
Robertson Counties. The applicant is owned in equal partnership between Erica Pahua (50%) and
Francisco Pahua (50%). Estimated project cost: $23,400.

RECUSED: Duckett and Jerman
Speaking on behalf of the applicant was Erica Pahua.

OPPOSITION: Alive Hospice, Caris Healthcare, Guardian Hospice of Nashville, LLC, and Guardian
Home Care of Nashville, LLC.

Speaking on behalf of the opposition was Travis Swearingen representing Caris Healthcare, Jerry
Taylor representing Alive Hospice.

Mr. Pinkney moved for approval with Ms. Jordan providing the second.

Six members voted to partially approve the application—Fowler, Jordan, Pinkney, Sweitzer,
Grandy, and Chinn. The motion CARRIED [6-0-0].

Note: The Commission voted to approve for the establishment of a home care organization and
the initiation of home health services and voted to deny the Certificate of Need for the initiation

of in-home hospice services.

3. APEX Vascular Outpatient Center, Lenoir City (Loudon County), TN — CN2306-017

Request: For the establishment of an ambulatory surgical treatment center (ASTC) located at 460 Medical
Park Drive, Suite 105, Lenoir City (Loudon County), TN 37772. The proposed ASTC will consist of 2
procedure rooms limited to the performance of peripheral vascular surgery and dialysis shunt
maintenance. The procedures will be performed by vascular surgeons who are members or employees of
the private physician practice, Innovative Vascular, PLLC. The proposed service area consists of
Anderson, Knox, Loudon, McMinn, Monroe, and Roane Counties. The applicant is wholly owned by
Christopher Pollock, M.D. Estimated project cost: $2,579,291.

Speaking on behalf of the applicant was Warren Gooch, And Christopher Polluck.
Ms. Sweitzer moved for approval with Mr. Pinkney providing the second.

LIMITATION: Limited to peripheral vascular surgery and dialysis shunt maintenance performed
by vascular surgeons who are members or employees of Innovative Vascular, PLLC.
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Eight members voted to hear the appeal—Jerman, Jordan, Pinkney, Sweitzer, Grandy, Duckett,
Fowler and Chinn. The motion CARRIED [8-0-0].

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT-

4. Vanderbilt University Medical Center d/b/a Vanderbilt Rutherford Hospital, Nashville

(Davidson County), TN - CN2109-026AD, Docket No: 25.00-220022]

Request: by Vanderbilt University Medical Center d/b/a Vanderbilt Rutherford Hospital to review the
Administrative Law Judge’s Initial Order denying the establishment of a 42-bed community hospital
facility and the initiation of diagnostic and therapeutic cardiac catheterization services at an unaddressed
site on Veterans Parkway at the southeast intersection of Veterans Parkway and S.R. 840, Murfreesboro
(Rutherford County), TN 37218. The review will occur at a future meeting if the Commission grants the
request.

Speaking on behalf of the applicant was Travis Swearingen.

OPPOSITION: William Medical Center, TriStar Stonecrest, and St. Thomas Rutherford Hospital/
St. Thomas Stones River Hospital.

Speaking on behalf of the opposition was Bill West representing William Medical Center, Clark
Spoden representing TriStar Stonecrest, John Winners and Warren Gooch representing St.
Thomas Rutherford Hospital/ St. Thomas Stones River Hospital.

Mr. Duckett moved for approval to hear appeal with Mr. Fowler providing the second.

Seven members voted to approve the appeal hearing—Jerman, Jordan, Duckett, Pinkney,
Sweitzer, Grandy, Fowler, and Chinn. The motion CARRIED [8-0-0].

RULEMAKING - Not Applicable

OTHER BUSINESS - Not Applicable

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.
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Logan @ant, Executive Director

HFC Minutes provide a brief summary of commission actions. A detailed record of each meeting
(recording and transcript) is available upon request by contacting the HFC office.






