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Number of Crimes - 

The report pr imari ly uses the "Number of  Crimes Measure".  It  is  defined in the TIBRS as: 

The Number of  Crimes measure is  calculated using the FBI  Unit  of  Count.  It  is  set to the 
number of  records in the Offense Segment (Level  2)  records except in the fol lowing cases:

 -  I f  Offense Type is  Crimes against Person, then the count is  set to Number of    
 Vict ims from the Victim Segment (Level  4)

 -  I f  Offense Type is  Motor Vehicle Theft,  then the count is  set to Attempted Motor   
 Vehicle Thefts from Offense Segment (Level  2)  plus the Number of  Stolen Motor   
 Vehicles from the Property Segment (Level  3)

 -  I f  the Offense Type is  Justif iable Homicide,  then the count is  set to Nul l .

Also avai lable,  though not referenced in this report are the fol lowing measures: 

 Number of  Offenses:

 This Measure counts the Number of  records in the Offense segment (Level  2)  that   
 match the selections along other dimensions.  In the case of  violent cr ime, it  counts  
 1  regardless of  mult iple vict ims and should not be used for disseminating    
 NIBRS reportable cr imes using the FBI  rules of  counting.  For that,  refer  to the 
 Number of  Crimes Measure.

 Number of  Incidents:

 This measure counts the number of  incidents with a specif ic  offense type submitted  
 to the system that match the selections in other dimensions.  This value is  typical ly  
 lower than the number of   offenses,  as mult iple offenses may be committed within a  
 s ingle incident.

Victim to Offender Relationship Definitions -  I tal ics indicates no cr imes with youth vict ims 
matching that relat ionship in 2022. 

 Intimate -  Spouse,  Ex-Spouse ,  Common-Law Spouse,  Boyfr iend/Gir lfr iend,     
 Homosexual   Relationship ,  Ex-relat ionship (Ex-boyfr iend/gir l fr iend),  Chi ld of     
 Ex-Boyfr iend/Ex-Gir l fr iend. 

 Family -  Child,  Stepchi ld,  Grandchi ld,  Sibl ing,  Step-sibl ing,  Parent,  Stepparent,    
 Grandparent ,  In-Law, Other Family Member. 

 Acquaintance -  Chi ld of  Boyfr iend/Gir lfr iend,  Babsittee (the Baby),  Fr iend, Employer,   
 Employee, Neighbor,  Acquaintance,  Otherwise Unknown. 

Crimes Against Persons -  Murder and non-negl igent Manslaughter,  Negl igent Manslaughter, 
Justif iable Homicide,  Kidnapping/Abduction,  Rape, Sodomy, Sexual  Assault  with an Object, 
Fondl ing,  Incest,  Statutory Rape, Aggravated Assault,  Simple Assault,  Int imidation,  Human 
Traff icking -  Commercial  Sex Acts,  or  Human Traff icking -  Involuntary Servitude. 

Crimes Against Property -  Arson, Bribery,  Burglary/Breaking & Entering,  Counterfeit ing/
Forgery,  Destruction,  Damage, Vandal ism of Property,  Embezzlement,  Extort ion/Blackmail , 
False Pretenses/Swindle/Confidence Game, Credit  Card/Automatic Tel ler  Machine Fraud, 
Impersonation,  Welfare Fraud, Wire Fraud, Identity Theft,  Hacking/Computer Invasion, 
Robbery,  Pocket-picking,  Purse-snatching,  Shopl ift ing,  Theft  from a Bui lding,  Theft  from a 
Coin-Operated Machine or Device,  Theft  from a Motor Vehicle,  Theft  of  Motor Vehicle Parts 
or  Accessories,  Al l  Other Larceny,  Motor Vehicle Theft,  or  Stolen Property Offenses. 

Crimes Against Society -  Drug/Narcotic Violations,  Drug Equipment Violations,  Betting/
Wagering,  Operating/Promoting/Assist ing Gambling Equipment Violations,  Sports 
Tampering,  Pornography/Obscene Material ,  Prostitution,  Assist ing or Promoting 
Prostitution,  Purchasing Prostitution,  Weapons Law Violation,  or  Animal  Cruelty. 

D E F I N I T I O N S
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T h e  Te n n e s s e e  B u r e a u  o f  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  p u b l i s h e s 
a n n u a l  c r i m e  d a t a  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  Te n n e s s e e  I n c i d e n t 
B a s e d  R e p o r t i n g  S y s t e m  ( T I B R S )  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  i n s i g h t 
i n t o  t r e n d s  i n  y o u t h  c r i m e . 3

W i t h  t h e  exc e p t i o n  o f  p o p u l a t i o n  n u m b e r s  u s e d 
t o  c a l c u l a t e  ra t e ,  a l l  o f  t h e  d a t a  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h i s 
s e c t i o n  i s  f r o m  T I B R S  a n d  c a n  b e  a c c e s s e d  a t 
c r i m e i n s i g h t .t b i .t n . g o v  3 

T h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  r e p o r t  t h e  m e a s u r e  u s e d  i s  “ N u m b e r 
o f  C r i m e s” ,  t h e  b r o a d e s t  a va i l a b l e  m e a s u r e ,  m e a n i n g 
a n  a r r e s t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  t h e r e  i s  a l wa y s  t h e 
c h a n c e  t h a t  t h e  a l l e g e d  p e r p e t r a t o r  i s  m i s t a ke n l y 
a tt r i b u t e d  a s  b e i n g  u n d e r  1 8 . 

U N D E R S TA N D I N G  T R E N D S  I N 
Y O U T H  C R I M E

Crimes Against Persons - Murder and Non-negligent Manslaughter, Negligent Manslaughter, 
Justifiable Homicide, Kidnapping / Abduction, Rape, Sodomy, Sexual Assault with an Object, 
Fondling, Incest, Statutory Rape, Aggravated Assault, Simple Assault, Intimidation, Human Trafficking - 
Commercial Sex Acts, Human Trafficking - Involuntary Servitude

Crimes Against Property- Arson, Bribery, Burglary / Breaking & Entering, Counterfeiting / Forgery, 
Destruction, Damage, Vandalism of Property,  Embezzlement,  Extortion / Blackmail, False Pretenses 
/ Swindle / Confidence Game,  Credit Card / Automatic Teller Machine Fraud, Impersonation, Welfare 
Fraud, Wire Fraud, Identity Theft, Hacking / Computer Invasion, Robbery, Pocket-picking, Purse-
snatching, Shoplifting, Theft from a Building,  Theft from Coin-Operated Machine or Device, Theft 
from a Motor Vehicle, Theft of Motor Vehicle Parts or Accessories, All Other Larceny, Motor Vehicle 
Theft, and Stolen Property Offenses. 

Crimes Against Society - Animal Cruelty, Drug/Narcotic Violations, Drug/Narcotic Equipment 
Violations, Gambling, Pornography, Prostitution, Promoting/Assisting or Purchasing Prostitution, and 
Weapons Law Violations.
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O v e ra l l ,  t h e  c r i m e 
ra t e ,  i n c l u d i n g 
y o u t h  c r i m e ,  h a s 
s t e a d i l y  t r e n d e d 
d o w n  o v e r  t h e 
d e c a d e .  A m o n g 
y o u t h  c r i m e ,  t h e r e 
wa s  a  l a r g e r  t h a n 
u s u a l  d r o p  i n  2 0 2 0 
a n d  s u b s e q u e n t 
i n c r e a s e  b a c k  n e a r 
p r e v i o u s  l e v e l s  i n 
2 0 2 1  a n d  2 0 2 2 . 
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C R I M E  R A T E 
O V E R  T H E  D E C A D E 
2 0 1 2 -  2 0 2 2

C r i m e  c h a n g e s  o v e r  t h e  D e c a d e

A l l  o f f e n s e  T y p e s
C r i m e s  a g a i n s t  P e r s o n s
C r i m e s  a g a i n s t  P r o p e r t y
C r i m e s  A g a i n s t  S o c i e t y

A g g r avat e d  A s s a u lt
F o r c i b l e  F o n d l i n g 
F o r c i b l e  R a p e
I n t i m i d at i o n
K i d n a p p i n g / A b d u c t i o n
M u r d e r
S i m p l e  A s s a u lt
S ta l k i n g

A r s o n 
B u r g l a r y
R o b b e r y
S h o p l i f t i n g
T h e f t  F r o m  M o t o r  V e h i c l e
M o t o r  V e h i c l e  T h e f t

 - 1 6 , 8 %
 - 1 1 . 8 %
 - 3 8 . 2 %
1 5 . 3 %

 - 3 . 7 %
2 0 . 9 %
 - 6 . 2 %
8 . 3 %
1 4 . 3 %
2 0 7 . 7 %
 - 1 8 . 4 %
4 1 . 7 %

 - 3 7 . 2 %
 - 6 8 . 8 %
 - 2 9 . 2 %
 - 7 1 . 8 %
3 1 . 0 %
1 9 0 . 0 %

 - 1 1 . 9 %
 - 1 0 . 4 %
 - 2 0 . 8 %
1 9 . 8 %

 - 1 9 . 9 %
1 6 . 1 %
3 . 8 %
 - 1 6 . 3 %
5 0 . 2 %
5 9 . 5 %
 - 2 1 . 0 %
1 2 . 7 %

 - 2 6 . 9 %
 - 5 9 . 9 %
 - 4 0 . 0 %
 - 1 0 . 9 %
7 . 3 %
1 0 0 . 5 %

U n d e r  1 8 A l l  a g e s
P e r c e n t  c h a n g e  
i n  t o t a l  c r i m e s

P e r c e n t  c h a n g e  
i n  t o t a l  c r i m e s
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N U M B E R  O F  C R I M E S R A T E  P E R  1 0 0 , 0 0 0

C R I M E S  B Y  T H O S E  U N D E R  1 8  B Y  O F F E N S E
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C R I M E S  B Y  T H O S E  U N D E R  1 8  B Y  O F F E N S E
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are being commited by youth has declined
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U N D E R  1 8  C R I M E  R A T E S  B Y  C O U N T Y

I n  2 0 1 2 ,  Te n n e s s e e  h a d  3 6 , 8 1 9  c r i m e s  c o m m i t t e d  b y  y o u t h  u n d e r  1 8 ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a 
c r i m e  r a t e  o f  24 . 6  p e r  1 , 0 0 0 . 

I n  2 0 2 2 ,  Te n n e s s e e  h a d  3 0 , 6 3 8  c r i m e s  c o m m i t t e d  b y  y o u t h  u n d e r  1 8 ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a 
c r i m e  r a t e  o f  2 0 .1  p e r  1 , 0 0 0 . 



I n c r e a s e  i n  u n d e r  1 8  c r i m e 
r at e  o v e r  t h e  d e c a d e

D e c r e a s e  i n  u n d e r  1 8  c r i m e 
r at e  o v e r  t h e  d e c a d e

0 . 0 %  c h a n g e  i n  u n d e r  1 8 
c r i m e  r at e  o v e r  t h e  d e c a d e

Y O U T H  C R I M E 11

B e t w e e n  2 0 1 2 - 2 0 2 2 ,  S h e l b y,  D a v i d s o n  a n d  H a m i l t o n  C o u n t i e s 
a l l  ex p e r i e n c e d  a  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  u n d e r  1 8  c r i m e  r a t e . 

U N D E R  1 8  C R I M E  R A T E S  B Y  C O U N T Y



I n c r e a s e  i n  u n d e r  1 8  c r i m e 
r at e  o v e r  t h e  d e c a d e

D e c r e a s e  i n  u n d e r  1 8  c r i m e 
r at e  o v e r  t h e  d e c a d e

0 . 0 %  c h a n g e  i n  u n d e r  1 8 
c r i m e  r at e  o v e r  t h e  d e c a d e
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O v e r  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e  D y e r,  S h e l b y  a n d  D a v i d s o n  c o u n t i e s  h a v e  s e e n  t h e 
l a r g e s t  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  ra t e  o f  u n d e r  1 8  C r i m e s  A g a i n s t  P e r s o n s  w h i l e  D i c k s o n , 
M a r s h a l l  a n d  H a r d e m a n  c o u n t i e s  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n c r e a s e . 

O v e r  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e  H a n c o c k ,  L a w r e n c e  a n d  L e w i s  C o u n t i e s  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  l a r g e s t 
d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  ra t e  o f  u n d e r  1 8  C r i m e s  A g a i n s t  S o c i e t y  w h i l e  H a m b l e n ,  C h e s t e r  a n d 
S m i t h  C o u n t i e s  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n c r e a s e .  

O v e r  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e  D y e r,  Va n  B u r e n  a n d  L a w r e n c e  c o u n t i e s  h a v e  s e e n  t h e 
l a r g e s t  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  ra t e  o f  u n d e r  1 8  C r i m e s  A g a i n s t  P r o p e r t y  w h i l e  Wa y n e , 
L o u d o n  a n d  A n d e r s o n  c o u n t i e s  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n c r e a s e . 

C r i m e s  a g a i n s t  S o c i e t y

C r i m e s  a g a i n s t  P r o p e r t y

C r i m e s  a g a i n s t  P e r s o n s
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Y o u t h  C r i m e s  b y  T i m e  a n d  D ay
O v e r  t h e  p a s t  d e c a d e ,  m o s t  c o m m o n  t i m e  a  c r i m e  wa s  a l l e g e d  t o  h a v e 
b e e n  c o m m i tt e d  b y  a  y o u t h  wa s  We d n e s d a y  f r o m  6 : 0 0 p m  -  8 : 5 9 p m  a n d 
Tu e s d a y  f r o m  3 : 0 0 p m  t o  5 : 5 9 p m . 

O v e r  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  n u m b e r  o f  y o u t h  c r i m e s 
w e r e  c o m m i tt e d  o n  Tu e s d a y s .  A m o n g  a d u l t s ,  t h e  l a r g e s t 
n u m b e r  o c c u r r e d  o n  F r i d a y s . 
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With the exception of 2020, youth crime has been extremely patterned over the last 20 years. 
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Across adult crime, there is not the same decline in summer months that is present in youth crime 
trends. Adult criminal behavior was also not as impacted by the pandemic. 
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Y O U T H  &  G U N  C R I M E S

I n  2 0 2 2  c r i m e s  w h e r e  a  y o u t h  u s e d  a  f i r e a r m :

• 57.4 percent involved a Handgun

• 33.2 percent involved Firearm (Type Not Stated)

• 5.3 percent involved an Other Firearm

• 5.2 percent involved a Rifle

P e r c e n t  c h a n g e  o v e r  t h e  d e c a d e  i n  t h e  t y p e  o f  w e a p o n  u s e d 
a g a i n s t  a  y o u t h  v i c t i m  w i t h  a n y  a g e  o ff e n d e r :

• 1.1  percent involved an Automatic Handgun

• 0.9 percent involved a Shotgun

• 0.2 percent involved a Firearm-Automatic 

(Type Not Stated)

• 0.1 Other Firearm-Automatic

P o i s o n / D r u g s :  - 6 4 . 8 %

F i r e / E x p l o s i v e s :  - 2 3 . 8 %

O t h e r :  -1 7. 0 %

U n k n o w n :  1 2 6 . 4 %

N o n e :  3 4 . 6 %

F i r e a r m :  1 3 3 . 2 %

K n i f e / C u tt i n g  I n s t r u m e n t :  - 2 3 . 4 %

B l u n t  O b j e c t :  - 3 3 . 5 %

M o t o r  Ve h i c l e :  1 7. 3 %

P e r s o n a l  We a p o n s :  - 24 . 0 %

A s p h y x i a t i o n :  6 0 . 5 %
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the majority of murders committed by youth involve a firearm

Firearm Knife/Cutting Instrument (Icepick, Ax, Etc.)
Blunt Object (Club, Hammer, Etc.) Motor Vehicle/Vessel
Asphyxiation (by Drowning, Strangulation, Suffocation, Gas) Personal Weapons (Hands, Fist, Feet, Arms, Teeth, Etc.)
Poison/Drugs Fire/Explosives
Other Unknown
None Missing
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1,025
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Weapons law violations for under 18 offenders and the 
percent of those attributable to firearms have steadily 
increased over the decade

Crimes

49% 56% 63% 67% 70% 77% 78% 75% 88% 81% 80%

Percent of incidents involving firearm

43 46 113 226

2,230

4,069 4,023
3,789

4,396

4,874

5,395

0
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4000

5000

6000

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

+7%

-1%
Since 2012 there has been a 12,441 
percent increase in the number of 
firearms stolen from motor vehicles , 
representing a rate change from 0.7 
per 100,000 to 76.5 per 100,000.

The number of firearms stolen from cars has significantly 
increased over the decade (Any age offender) 

2%
2%
2%
2%
2%
3%
3%
3%
3%

2%
2%

16%
16%
16%
16%
16%
15%
15%
14%
14%

13%
12%

83%
83%
83%
83%
83%
84%
84%
85%
85%

87%
88%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022

Under 18 18+ Unknown/Missing

In the majority of Thefts from Motor Vehicles the age of the offender is unknown. 

P e r c e n t  c h a n g e  o v e r  t h e  d e c a d e  i n  t h e  t y p e  o f  w e a p o n  u s e d 
a g a i n s t  a  y o u t h  v i c t i m  w i t h  a n y  a g e  o ff e n d e r :
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All Types of Weapon/Force Involved Firearm Other Weapon/Force

Under 18 Murders by Weapon/Force Involved

Y O U T H  &  G U N  C R I M E S

325

254 261

312

373
393 385

353

449 440

403

191
167 161

225
260

300 296

240

338
355

287

119

73 83
68

105
80 81

108 111
86

113

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

All Types of Weapon/Force Involved Firearm Other Weapons/Force

Over 18 Murders by Weapon/Force Involved

Youth are more likely than their adult counterparts to use a firearm 
when committing a murder. 

O f  t h e  3 24  m u r d e r s  a l l e g e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  c o m m i tt e d  b y  y o u t h  o v e r  t h e 
d e c a d e  8 9  p e r c e n t  i n v o l v e d  a  f i r e a r m .  I n  2 0 2 2 ,  t h a t  f i g u r e  wa s  9 3  p e r c e n t . 
O v e r  t h e  d e c a d e ,  a m o n g  a d u l t s  t h e r e  w e r e  3 , 9 4 8  a l l e g e d  m u r d e r s  w i t h  7 1 
p e r c e n t  i n v o l v i n g  a  f i r e a r m .
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3 . 8 %  o f  C r i m e s 
c o m m i t t e d  b y  y o u t h 
i n v o lv e d  a  f i r e a r m , 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  1 , 4 1 4 

C r i m e s

3 . 8 %  i n v o lv e d  a 
k n i f e  o r  b l u n t 

o b j e c t  r e p r e s e n t i n g 
1 , 4 0 4  C r i m e s

I n  2 0 1 2 , i n  2 0 2 2 , 

8 . 8 %  o f  C r i m e s 
c o m m i t t e d  b y  y o u t h 
i n v o lv e d  a  f i r e a r m 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  2 , 6 9 9 

C r i m e s
  

3 . 4 %  i n v o lv e d  a 
k n i f e  o r  b l u n t 

o b j e c t   r e p r e s e n t i n g 
1 , 0 6 4  C r i m e s 

T h o u g h  s t i l l  o n l y 
1 2 . 2  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l 
c r i m e s  c o m m i t t e d  b y 
y o u t h  u n d e r  1 8 ,  t h i s 
r e p r e s e n t s  a  
1 3 0  p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e 
i n  f i r e a r m  u s e  o v e r 
t h e  d e c a d e  a n d  a n  
1 0  p e r c e n t  d e c r e a s e  
i n  t h e  u s e  o f  k n i v e s 
o r  b l u n t  o b j e c t s . 

Victims of cr imes involving a f i rearm have increased 
by 55% between 2012-2022 and vict ims of f i rearm 
crimes with a youth offender have increased 26%. 
Cr imes involving a f i rearm against a youth vict im have 
increased by 133% . 

Y O U T H  &  G U N  C R I M E S

G a n g s  w e r e 
i n v o lv e d  i n 
0 . 4 4 %  o f  a l l 
y o u t h  c r i m e s . 
G a n g s  c o m p r i s e d 
o f  a d u lt s  w e r e 
i n v o lv e d  i n  0 . 2 5 % 
o f  a l l  y o u t h 
c r i m e . 

93.4%

94.5%

96.0%

95.9%

96.0%

96.4%

97.2%

97.5%

98.5%

97.5%

98.4%

6.6%

5.5%

4.0%

4.1%

4.0%

3.6%

2.8%

2.5%

1.5%

2.5%

1.6%

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0% 80.0% 90.0% 100.0%
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2022

No Gang Gang

Gang involvement represents a small and decreasing portion of youth crimes 
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Y O U T H  A S  V I C T I M S
Tr e n d  o f  y o u t h  a s  c r i m e  v i c t i m s  o v e r  t h e  d e c a d e

8 0 . 6  p e r c e n t

 - 5 . 9  p e r c e n t

3 8 . 3  p e r c e n t

5 9 . 6  p e r c e n t

 - 1 7 . 6  p e r c e n t

 - 9 . 6  p e r c e n t

M u r d e r 

F o r c i b l e  R a p e

A g g r avat e d  A s s a u lt

K i d n a p p i n g / A b d u c t i o n

S i m p l e  A s s a u lt

A l l  O f f e n s e s

36 31 27 31 38 45 44
32

58 54
65

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

490 433 419 479 482
603 664 693 783

926
782

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

933 916 905 934 977 983
1,071 1,069

961
1,054

878

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

4,355
3,719 4,252 4,240 4,398 4,521 4,551 4,499

5,488 5,899 6,021

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

13,473 12,867 12,288 11,874 11,157 11,319 10,806 10,660

7,397
9,706

11,096

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

29,721 27,926 27,781 26,943 26,462 26,693 26,002 25,478
21,204

24,892
26,864

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

4%

71%

12%

7%
5%

Kidnapping/Abduction
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490 433 419 479 482
603 664 693 783

926
782

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

R e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  y o u t h  v i c t i m  t o  o ff e n d e r  b y  t y p e  o f  o ff e n s e  i n  2 0 2 2

A d u lt  o n  y o u t h  c r i m e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  s l i g h t ly  m o r e  c o m m o n  t h a n  y o u t h  o n  y o u t h  c r i m e

A s i d e  f r o m  i n s ta n c e s  o f  k i d n a p p i n g ,  y o u t h  a r e  m o s t  l i k e ly  t o  b e  v i c t i m i z e d  b y  a n  a c q u a i n ta n c e

3%

23%

37%

9%

9%

13%

6%

All Offense Types

19%

26%

15%

18%

22%

Murder

8%

31%

37%

4%

16%

4%

Forcible Rape

4%

71%

12%

7%
5%

Kidnapping/Abduction
2%

17%

24%

18%2%

20%

17%

Aggravated Assault

3%

25%

39%

6%

17%

9%

1%
Simple Assault

3%

23%

37%

9%

9%

13%

6%

All Offense Types

Intimate Family Acquaintance Stranger Victim was Offender Unknown Missing

Y O U T H  A S  V I C T I M S

38%
37%

36%
36%
36%

36%
38%
38%

27%
35%

38%

45%
44%

45%
46%

46%
46%
46%
46%

54%
48%

44%

7%
8%
8%
8%

9%
11%

12%
12%

17%
18%
17%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022

Under 18 18 and over Unknown/Missing

A g e  o f  o ff e n d e r  w i t h  y o u t h  v i c t i m
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I n  2 0 2 2 ,  a c r o s s  a l l  y o u t h  c r i m e ,  3 9 %  w e r e  c l e a r e d  b y  a r r e s t .
 T h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  w e r e  D r u g / N a r c o t i c s  v i o l a t i o n s .

In the FBI ’s  Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program, law enforcement agencies can clear,  or “c lose,”  offenses 
in one of two ways:   by arrest or by exceptional  means.  In the UCR Program, a law enforcement agency reports 
that an offense is  c leared by arrest ,  or solved for cr ime reporting purposes,  when three specif ic  condit ions have 
been met.  The three condit ions are that at  least one person has been: Arrested,  Charged with the commission 
of the offense,  Turned over to the court for prosecution (whether fol lowing arrest ,  court summons, or pol ice 
notice) .  The means of Exceptional  Clearance are defined on the next page. 

33.3%

33.3%

33.3%

33.3%

34.0%

35.2%

36.1%

36.5%

39.3%

43.7%

44.1%

44.4%

46.3%

46.4%

47.1%

47.5%

53.8%

61.6%

63.8%

65.0%

70.6%

70.8%

77.8%

100.0%

39.9%

2.2%

3.9%

11.1%

2.1%

2.0%

3.6%

1.4%

1.8%

1.5%

2.0%

11.1%

3.7%

5.4%

1.1%

7.5%

1.8%

1.7%

1.1%

3.0%

8.3%

9.7%

5.6%

33.3%

13.4%

5.6%

10.2%

4.1%

6.0%

6.1%

6.9%

7.4%

1.8%

2.0%

2.5%

1.4%

6.8%

1.2%

2.4%

2.5%

1.3%

1.5%

1.0%

1.9%

5.0%

1.1%

1.5%

1.8%

1.4%

1.9%

1.9%

50.6%

50.0%

33.3%

50.5%

56.0%

47.6%

58.1%

50.8%

47.1%

46.1%

44.4%

40.7%

46.4%

49.0%

37.5%

42.1%

37.4%

32.4%

35.0%

26.6%

26.7%

20.4%

48.3%

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0% 80.0% 90.0% 100.0%

Destruction/Damage/Vandalism

Crimes Against Persons

Extortion/Blackmail

Fraud - Identity Theft

Fraud - Credit Card/ATM

Crimes Against Property

Simple Assault

Embezzlement

Burglary

Aggravated Assault

Fraud - False Pretenses

Animal Cruelty

Arson

Counterfeiting/Forgery

Theft - Shoplifting

Kidnapping/Abduction

Weapon Law Violations

Stolen Property Offenses

Crimes Against Society

Murder

Drug/Narcotic Violations

Drug/Narcotic Equipment Violations

Fraud - Impersonation

Bribery

All Offense Types

Cleared by Arrest Death of Offender Prosecution Declined
In Custody of Other Jurisdiction Victim Refused to Cooperate Juvenile/No Custody
Not Cleared
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In certain situations,  elements beyond law enforcement ’s  control  prevent the agency from arresting and for-
mally charging the offender.  When this occurs,  the agency can clear the offense exceptional ly.  Law enforce-
ment agencies must meet the fol lowing four condit ions in order to clear an offense by exceptional  means.  The 
agency must have:  dentif ied the offender,  Gathered enough evidence to support an arrest ,  make a charge,  and 
turn over the offender to the court for prosecution,  Identif ied the offender ’s  exact location so that the suspect 
could be taken into custody immediately.  Encountered a circumstance outside the control  of  law enforcement 
that prohibits the agency from arresting,  charging,  and prosecuting the offender.  Examples of exceptional 
c learances include,  but are not l imited to,  the death of the offender (e.g. ,  suicide or just if iably ki l led by pol ice 
or cit izen);  the vict im’s refusal  to cooperate with the prosecution after the offender has been identif ied;  or the 
denial  of  extradit ion because the offender committed a crime in another jurisdict ion and is being prosecuted 
for that offense. 

4.5%

8.6%

11.1%

11.6%

12.8%

16.4%

16.7%

17.6%

20.0%

21.4%

25.0%

26.7%

27.7%

29.0%

29.6%

30.3%

33.1%

4.5%

10.1%

11.0%

12.8%

4.5%

40.0%

4.7%

1.4%
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2.7%
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2.9%

27.3%
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11.1%
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12.0%
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1.2%
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2.2%
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1.0%

100.0%

100.0%

100.0%

100.0%

63.6%

100.0%

86.4%

74.3%

72.2%

65.9%

69.2%

70.9%

66.7%

76.5%

40.0%

58.3%

75.0%

67.5%

58.8%

59.5%

63.4%

53.4%

61.6%
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Statutory Rape

Commercial Sex Acts

Fraud - Welfare

Fraud - Computer Hacking/Invasion

Theft - Pocket-picking

Theft From Coin Machine

Theft of Motor Vehicle Parts

Forcible Rape

Fraud - Wire

Forcible Fondling

Sexual Assault W/Object

Forcible Sodomy

Theft - Purse Snatching

Stalking

Incest

Intimidation

Negligent Manslaughter

Robbery

Pornography/Obscene Material

Theft - All Other Larceny

Theft From Motor Vehicle

Theft From Building

Motor Vehicle Theft
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R e f e r e n c e s 
Crime Data: 
The TIBRS On-l ine Reports System
https://cr imeinsight .tbi . tn.gov/ 
Accessed December 19 2023. 

Population Under 18 - 
Population Under Age 18 By County -  Tennessee 2012,  2022 
https://datacenter.aecf.org/data/tables/3022-populat ion-under-age-18?loc=44&loct=5#detai l
ed/5/6420-6514/false/1095,868/any/10029

FBI Clearances Definit ions: 
https://ucr.fbi .gov/cr ime-in-the-u.s/2017/crime-in-the-u.s .-2017/topic-pages/
clearances#:~:text=In%20the%20FBI 's%20Uniform%20Crime,the%20offense%20for%20UCR%20
purposes.

Defintions: 
TBI Crime Insight Offenses Glossary
https://crimeinsight.tbi .tn.gov/offenses_glossary.aspx

Accessing the TBI Data - 

Vis it  https://cr imeinsight .tbi . tn.gov/  
Select  the option highl ighted below. 

https://crimeinsight.tbi.tn.gov/
https://datacenter.aecf.org/data/tables/3022-population-under-age-18?loc=44&loct=5#detail
https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2017/crime-in-the-u.s.-2017/topic-pages/
https://crimeinsight.tbi.tn.gov/offenses_glossary.aspx
https://crimeinsight.tbi.tn.gov/
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